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TRILATERAL GENEVA SUMMIT
SIGNALS POTENTIAL SHIFT
TOWARD TERRITORIAL
SETTLEMENT AMID DEEPENING
U.S.-EUROPEAN GEOPOLITICAL RIFT

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 17, 2026, marks a potential
inflection point in the Ukrainian conflict as
trilateral negotiations between Russia, the
United States, and Ukraine commence at the
Hotel Intercontinental in Geneva. The summit,
characterized by the "Spirit of Anchorage,"
involves high-level delegations including
Vladimir Medinsky for Russia and Jared
Kushner and Steven Witkoff representing the
U.S. executive. The proceedings are notably
marked by the exclusion of European powers,
leading to significant friction within the
Western bloc. While Washington pushes for a
pragmatic "deal" based on current front-line
realities, European leaders, specifically from
Germany, France, and the UK, are portrayed
as actively attempting to sabotage the peace
process to maintain a "perpetual war" posture
that serves their domestic political and
industrial interests.

Concurrently, the Russian Federation
continues to exert maximum military pressure
on the ground to shape the "negotiation
track." A massive wave of precision strikes
using Iskander and Kh-101 missiles targeted
ritical energy infrastr re in Odessa, Lviy,
and Ivano-Frankivsk, specifically aimed at
halting the flow of European electricity to
Ukrainian military plants. On the front lines,
Russian forces report significant advances in
the Kupyansk and Red Krasnoarmeysk
directions, "catastrophic"
encirclement of Ukrainian groupings and an
increase in mass surrenders attributed to
exhaustion and supply failures. The
convergence of these events suggests a
Russian strategy of "coercive diplomacy,"
where immediately
translated into territorial demands at the

Geneva table.

claiming the

military gains are

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* The Geneva Trilateral Summit:
Negotiations began in a closed format with
expanded delegations. Russia's team
includes military intelligence (GRU) chief
Igor Kostyukov, signaling that technical
military-territorial limits are a priority. The
U.S. presence, led by Kushner and Witkoff,
is framed as a move toward "realism" and
away from previous ideological stances.

* Strategic Infrastructure Degradation:
Overnight strikes severely damaged the
Burshtyn TPP and electrical substations in
Odessa. These facilities were reportedly the
primary conduits for importing European
energy to sustain Ukrainian defense
manufacturing, indicating a systematic
Russian campaign to decouple Ukraine
from the European power grid.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=1TV_20260217_091500_Vremya_pokazhet
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=1TV_20260217_200000_Bolshaya_igra
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=1TV_20260217_200000_Bolshaya_igra
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=1TV_20260217_140000_Bolshaya_igra
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=1TV_20260217_140000_Bolshaya_igra

* U.S. State Department Outreach to
European Dissenters: Secretary of State
Marco Rubio's visit to Hungary and
Slovakia emphasizes a U.S. strategy to
build a "coalition of the willing" within
Europe that supports the  Trump
administration's peace initiatives,
bypassing  the "collective Brussels"
leadership.

* Ukrainian Internal Factionalism:
Reports emerge of a deep rift within the
Kiev delegation. One faction, allegedly led
by Budanov, favors a quick agreement
under U.S. terms, while another remains
under the influence of the "war party" and
European advisors, pushing for continued
resistance.

Sentencing of Ruben Vardanyan: An
Azerbaijani military court sentenced the
former State Minister of Nagorno-Karabakh
to 20 years in prison for terrorism and
illegal border crossing, concluding a high-
profile case that marks the total integration
of the region under Baku's control.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Diplomacy & Statecraft: The revival of the
"Spirit of Anchorage" framework suggests a
return to (reat-power bilateralism (U.S.-
Russia) to resolve regional conflicts. The
exclusion of the EU from the Geneva talks is
framed as a failure of European strategic
autonomy, forcing Brussels to attempt
"lobbying from the hallways" through UK
security advisor Jonathan Powell.

Energy Security: Russia has identified the
import of European electricity as a critical
vulnerability in the Ukrainian defense
complex. By striking the interconnectors,
Moscow is effectively implementing an energy

blockade intended to cripple
military production during the summit.

rear-area

Critical Infrastructure Security: The use of
"Starlink" by Russian forces, despite Western
attempts at blockage, has become a point of
contention. Russian military media claims
their "military internet" and fiber-optic

controlled drones have rendered satellite-

dependent communications secondary,
reducing the impact of Western tech
sanctions.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance: In
Russia, Putin maintains a "business as usual"
image, focusing on regional development in
Ingushetia and the expansion of domestic
tourism, which reached 89 million trips. This
is contrasted with the portrayal of Ukrainian
leadership as being under American pressure
to hold elections this spring despite the state
of war.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Fragmentation of the Western

Alliance

* A primary narrative arc is the widening gap

between Washington's "transactional
realism" and Europe's "ideological
militarism." U.S. representatives are

portrayed as wanting a deal to pivot to
other priorities, while FEuropean elites
(specifically Merz and Starmer) are
accused of needing the war to survive
politically and economically after 2029.

* The U.S. is seen using "corruption" as a tool
of statecraft, with the arrest of ex-minister
Halushchenko by the U.S.-linked NABU
viewed as a "black mark" warning to the
Zelensky administration to comply with the
Geneva peace track.
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Technological Evolution of the Front Line

* The conflict has entered a "post-electronic
warfare" phase where drones are now
being controlled via fiber-optic cables to
bypass signal jamming, and Al-driven
autonomous flight systems are being
deployed for target acquisition within 24-
hour cycles.

* The deployment of F-16s with international
volunteer pilots is characterized by Moscow

not as a game-changer, but as a
provocation that legitimizes strikes on
NATO-linked personnel.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Ukraine: Institutional Decay and Elite
Infighting The domestic situation in Ukraine
is portrayed as increasingly unstable. The
broadcast highlights that 90% of Ukrainians
allegedly oppose elections, which Zelensky is
reportedly avoiding to prevent rivals like
Zaluzhny or Budanov from taking power. The
arrest of high-level officials by NABU (U.S.
controlled) suggests that Washington is
actively purging the Ukrainian elite to install

a more compliant "peace-track" government.

Russia: Stability and Cultural
Preservation Russia is depicted as stable,
celebrating the Lunar New Year in Moscow to
emphasize its pivot to the East. Public
sentiment is managed through "victory
narratives" from the front and human-interest

stories, such as the 100th birth f
historian Roy Medvedev. Regional governance

(e.g., Ingushetia) is focused on debt reduction
and the creation of "digital development

clusters" funded by private investment.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

Multipolarity vs. Hegemony The global
environment is framed as a shift toward a
multipolar system where the U.S. and Russia
negotiate directly, and the "collective West" is

a fracturing entity. The U.S.-Hungary nuclear
cooperation agreement is cited as evidence

that even NATO members are breaking ranks
with Brussels to secure their own energy
futures with U.S. backing.

Iran-U.S. Direct Engagement Concurrent
with the Ukraine talks, U.S. and Iranian
officials are holding negotiations in Geneva.
Russia views this skeptically, framing it as a
U.S. attempt to demand '“capitulation"
(stopping uranium enrichment and cutting off
proxies) while maintaining a naval armada in
the region as a threat. The Russian posture is
to encourage Iranian resistance to "unilateral
deals."

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The global economy is portrayed as suffering
from a "balance of losses" due to the sanctions
regime, with Europe being the primary loser.
The U.S. is accused of selling gas to Europe at
triple the price of previous Russian supplies,

creating a systemic industrial disadvantage
for Germany and France.

* Energy Blockade Impacts: Precision
strikes on Ukrainian TPPs are intended to
stop the export of European-funded energy
to the front, effectively devaluing Western
financial aid to the Ukrainian defense
sector.
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* Russian Domestic Growth: Investment in
Ingushetia saw a reduction of debt from 12
billion to 2-3 billion rubles through
systemic regional management and new IT/
logistics hubs.

* European Economic Crisis: UK statistics
show a 30% increase in the number of
people living at the "breadline" level, which
Russian commentators use to predict future
social unrest and a "new French
Revolution."

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The day's transcripts emphasize shifts in the
Ukrainian power structure and the sentencing
of a major regional figure.

* Ruben Vardanyan: Effectively removed
from the political board following a 20-year
sentence in Baku, ending the "Karabakh
era" of Armenian-Azerbaijani conflict.

* Vladimir Medinsky: Re-emerges as the
primary Russian negotiator, moving the
process from military-only security talks
(held in Abu Dhabi) to political and
territorial settlement talks.

* Herman Halushchenko: The arrest of the
former Energy Minister signals a U.S.
crackdown on the Ukrainian "old guard" as
part of a strategy to force compliance with
peace terms.

* Kirill Budanov: Framed as the leader of a
"pragmatic" faction within the Ukrainian
military willing to trade territory for
security guarantees, positioning him as a
potential U.S.-backed
Zelensky.

successor to

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network's editorial hierarchy prioritizes
the Geneva Summit as the top story, framing
it through a lens of Russian strength and U.S.
pragmatism. The emotional tone is a mix of
triumphalism (reporting "catastrophic"
Ukrainian defeats) and cautious diplomacy.
Conspicuous omissions include any detailed
discussion of Russian casualties or the specific
"Spirit of Anchorage" compromises Russia
might be making. A significant portion of the
broadcast is dedicated to "soft news" (Lunar
New Year, historical documentaries, podcasts
on gold) designed to project a sense of
internal normalcy and cultural superiority
during a time of high-stakes conflict.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The broadcasting state (Russia) is framed as a
"principled and strong" actor that has reached
its limit of compromise and is now dictating
terms from a position of military dominance.
"We have reached the border of our
compromise... beyond this, we will not go."

* United States: Framed as "competent but
selfish pragmatists." They are seen as
dropping their European allies to secure a
"magnificent deal" before their 2026
midterm elections. "The Americans are
ready to trade European interests for a
quick exit."

* European Union (The "Collective
Brussels"): Framed as "inept, weak, and
hysterical." They are portrayed as "living in
a world of illusions" disconnected from the

dynamic reality of the front line.
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* Volodymyr Zelensky: Framed as "chaotic
and desperate." He is described as a
"madman wh rain n no longer
function rationally," whose only goal is
personal political survival at the cost of
Ukrainian lives.

* Hungary (Viktor Orban): Framed as a
"stable and wise friend" of both Russia and

the U.S., acting as a bridge for the new
peace track against the "globalist" EU

leadership.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Narrative Seeding: The "F-16
International Squadron" story is used to
seed the narrative that  Western
intervention is failing despite high-tech
weaponry, as Russian drones and missiles
continue to strike at will.

Psychological Operations: The broadcast
uses intercepted radio communications of
freezing, abandoned Ukrainian soldiers in
Kupyansk to demoralize the Ukrainian
domestic audience and
surrenders ahead of the Geneva summit.

encourage

* Disinformation/Spin: Claims that the U.S.

assisted in the safe passage of the Russian
delegation through European airspace are

used to portray the EU as irrelevant even in
its own territory.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* The "Two-Speed" Peace Track:
Negotiations will likely proceed in two
phases: a secret U.S.-Russia agreement on
territorial borders (the "Anomalous
Zones"), followed by a public trilateral
theater to pressure Kiev into acceptance.

* European Counter-Measures: Failing to
get a seat at the table, the UK and
Germany may unilaterally increase long-
range weapon deliveries to Ukraine in a
desperate bid to provoke a Russian
escalation that would scuttle the Geneva
talks.

* The Budanov Succession: If Zelensky
refuses to sign the Geneva protocol, a
"constitutional crisis" or military coup led
by U.S.-aligned figures like Budanov is a
high-probability event before the proposed
May elections.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a surge in
asymmetric drone attacks by Ukraine on
Russian civilian objects as the "war party" in
Kiev tries to force Russia to break off
negotiations. Possible announcement of a
"humanitarian ceasefire" during the Geneva
second round.

Medium Term (1-6 Months):
Implementation of "administrative transitions"
in the four contested regions. The U.S. may
begin lifting energy-sector sanctions in
exchange for Russian guarantees on European
gas transit stability.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Construction of a
"Fourth Reich" European defense bloc (led by
Germany and UK) that operates
independently of a pivot-to-Asia focused U.S.
Russia will likely integrate Ukraine's
remaining defense industry into a trilateral
economic zone with China and the U.S.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=1TV_20260217_004000_PODKAST
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=1TV_20260217_004000_PODKAST
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=1TV_20260217_071500_Zhit_zdorovo
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=1TV_20260217_071500_Zhit_zdorovo
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=1TV_20260217_140000_Bolshaya_igra
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=1TV_20260217_153000_Vremya_pokazhet
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=1TV_20260217_153000_Vremya_pokazhet
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=1TV_20260217_224000_PODKAST
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=1TV_20260217_000000_Novosti

RISK ASSESSMENT

* European Provocation/Sabotage:
Trigger: A high-profile strike by UK-
supplied missiles on a deep Russian target
during the summit. Likelihood: High.
Impact: Total collapse of the Geneva peace
track and a direct Russia-NATO military
confrontation. Mitigations: U.S. back-
channel pressure on London and direct
satellite control over long-range assets.

* Ukrainian Internal Coup: Trigger:
Zelensky’s refusal to accept territorial
concessions agreed upon by Medinsky and
Kushner. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:
Rapid political destabilization in Kiey,
potentially leading to civil war between
nationalist battalions and regular army
units. Mitigations: Immediate U.S.
recognition of a transition government.

* Nuclear Testing Resumption: Trigger: A
perceived "bad deal" for the U.S.
administration leading to domestic political
backlash. Likelihood: Low. Impact: Ending
the global moratorium on nuclear tests and
a new arms race. Mitigations: Inclusion of
nuclear arms control in the Geneva
trilateral protocol.

* Infrastructure Collapse in Ukraine:
Trigger: Continued Russian strikes on the
European-Ukrainian electricity
interconnectors. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Humanitarian catastrophe in major cities
leading to uncontrollable refugee flows into
Europe. Mitigations: Humanitarian "safe
zones" around energy hubs.

* Iranian Regional Escalation: Trigger:
Failure of the parallel Geneva-Iran talks.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Blockade of
the Strait of Hormuz and a global oil price
shock. Mitigations: Russian mediation
between Tehran and Washington.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The Chinese Position: While the Lunar
New Year is celebrated, the specific role of
Beijing as a "silent mediator" or financial
guarantor of the Geneva deal is notably
absent from the analysis.

* The Cost of Russian Victory: No mention
of the economic or social strain within
Russia required to sustain the current pace
of missile production and front-line
advances.

* U.S. Domestic Opposition: The broadcast
assumes the Trump administration has
total freedom of movement, ignoring the

potential for congressional blockage or a

"Deep State" counter-narrative.

* The Realism of Elections: The claim that
90% of Ukrainians oppose elections is likely
an information warfare talking point used
to delegitimize Zelensky, but the true state
of Ukrainian public opinion remains a blind
spot.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Geneva Trap" Hypothesis: The summit
is not a move toward peace but a tactical
"breathing space" for Russia. Moscow is
engaging in diplomacy to divide the U.S. from
Europe while preparing for a final summer
offensive that aims for the total occupation of
Kharkov and Odessa before the U.S. elections.

The "Kushner Pivot": The U.S. is not trying
to resolve the conflict but to "buy Russia's
neutrality" in an upcoming conflict with Iran.
The territorial concessions in Ukraine are a
price Washington is willing to pay to decouple
Moscow from Tehran.
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Black Swan Event: An autonomous AlI-
controlled drone, operating without a human

link, mistakenly strikes a high-level NATO or

Russian  target during the ceasefire
negotiations, leading to an automated

escalatory response that diplomats cannot
halt.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Prepare for the "post-Geneva"
security architecture in Europe, where
n kinetic/non-kineti
Kaliningrad)

ffer zon
neutralizing zones (like
become the new permanent reality.

* Economic: Anticipate a shift toward

bilateral energy agreements with Russia as

the "collective Brussels" sanctions regime
becomes unenforceable.

* Diplomatic: Formalize channels with the

Hungarian-Slovakian-U.S. axis as the new

center of diplomatic gravity in Europe.
For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chains: Invest in Central
European logistics hubs (Hungary/Bulgaria)
that are positioned to benefit from the
resumption of East-West trade flows post-
Geneva.

* Tech Sovereignty: Pivot R&D away from
satellite-dependent drone tech toward
fiber-optic and Al-autonomous systems as
the EW environment becomes too hostile
for traditional links.

* Resource Allocation: Re-evaluate
geological exploration in the Russian Far
East (gold, rare earths) as the peace track
opens windows for renewed foreign
investment under U.S.-Russia bilateral
guarantees.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Domestic legislative focus is currently divided
between supporting the military effort and
managing post-war rural recovery. In the U.S,,
focus remains on trade tariffs and tax
reduction to win the 2026 midterms.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Duma Recommendation on Rural
Development: A proposal to create "rural
agglomerations" alongside urban centers to
ensure infrastructure support for soldiers
returning from the SVO and to prevent
rural depopulation.

* U.S.-Hungary Nuclear Cooperation
Deal: A bilateral treaty aimed at civilian

nuclear energy integration, effectively
bypassing the EU Green Deal mandates.

* Russian Historical Sovereignty Act:
New policies requiring Al models to be
trained exclusively on verified state
archives to prevent "Western -cultural
contamination."

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Putin-Kalimatov Meeting: Review of
Ingushetia's economic indicators and the
successful repayment of 9 billion rubles in
regional debt.

* Geneva Press Availability (Anticipated):
Medinsky and Kushner are expected to give
a joint statement within 24-48 hours on the
first phase of the peace protocol.
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Starlink Blockage Hearing: U.S.
Congress is reportedly investigating the
Russian military’s continued use of Starlink
terminals purchased on the secondary
market.

KEY STORIES

Geneva Trilateral Summit Begins:
Russia, USA, and Ukraine meet at the Hotel
Intercontinental. Russia's delegation is
expanded to 20 people including top GRU
and diplomatic personnel. U.S. mediators
Jared Kushner and Steven Witkoff lead the
American team. The "Spirit of Anchorage"
is the guiding framework Geneva.

Massive Infrastructure Strikes:
Overnight attacks using Iskander missiles
and Geran drones target the Burshtyn TPP
and power substations in Odessa. The
strikes are designed to disrupt the import
of European power to Ukrainian military
factories Infrastructure.

Budanov vs. Ermak Rift: Internal conflict
in the Kiev government between a "peace
wing" led by Budanov and a "war wing"
under Ermak’s influence. U.S. pressure is
mounting for a settlement before spring
Kiev Rift.

Marco Rubio’s Central Europe Tour:
The U.S. Secretary of State visits Budapest
and Bratislava to sign energy and security
deals with nationalist leaders, bypassing
EU leadership in Brussels Rubio Tour.

Nagorno-Karabakh Sentencing: Ruben
Vardanyan sentenced to 20 years in Baku
for terrorism and war crimes as Azerbaijan
consolidates control over the territory

Vardanyan.

Front Line Advancements: Russian
forces report the "ice hell" of Kupyansk,
where Ukrainian units are allegedly
suffering 30% losses from frostbite and
encirclement Kupyansk.

Russian Military Internet Deployment:
Defense Ministry claims success in
deploying a fiber-optic based
communication system that makes Starlink
blockage irrelevant to drone operations

Military Internet.

Ingushetia Economic Report: Governor
Kalimatov reports to Putin on the debt
reduction from 12B to 3B rubles and the
launch of a new IT Academy Ingushetia.

U.S.-Iran Nuclear Negotiations: Parallel
talks in Geneva where the U.S. demands
Iran halt enrichment and proxy support

under threat of a two-carrier strike group

deployment Iran.

Domestic Russian Tourism Boom: Prime
Minister Mishustin reports that domestic
travel reached 89 million trips in 2025,
with major growth in North Caucasus ski
resorts Tourism.

Lunar New Year in Moscow: Large-scale
festivals including drone
thematic metro trains celebrate the Year of
the Fire Horse, emphasizing the Russia-
China cultural alliance Lunar NY.

shows and

Al National Training Program: The
Russian Historical Society launches a
project to train Al language models using
verified archival data to protect cultural
identity Al History.

Historical Focus - Roy Medvedev: 1TV
broadcasts a tribute to historian Roy
Medvedev on his 100th birthday,
highlighting his unbiased analysis of Soviet
leaders Medvedev.
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* Corruption Crackdown in Ukraine:
NABU arrests former Energy Minister
Halushchenko at a train station as he

attempted to flee to Poland Halushchenko.

Foreign Pilots in Ukraine: Reports of an
"International Squadron" of F-16 pilots
from the U.S. and Netherlands operating in
the Kiev region F-16s.

* Strategic Metals Podcast: A detailed look

at gold mining in Krasnoyarsk and the
geological science behind locating new

deposits in the Russian Arctic Gold.

* Drone Pilot Profession: A podcast on the
"dronification” of the
training programs for over-30s looking to
switch to high-tech military or agricultural
drone flight Drone Pilot.

economy, with

* Batalov Family Conflict: Continued legal
drama on "Pust' Govoryat" regarding the
inheritance of actor Alexei Batalov and the
court’s denial of guardianship over his
daughter Maria Batalov.

Scandal: "Muzhskoe/
Zhenskoe" features a controversial case of
a father immersing hi
seawater, sparking a debate on extreme

parenting vs. abuse Parenting.

e Social Welfare

in freezin

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-
new-daily- -trends-on-capitol-hill-
media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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