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THE ISLAMIC EMIRATE OF

AFGHANISTAN LEVERAGES THE

37TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SOVIET

WITHDRAWAL TO CONSOLIDATE

DOMESTIC LEGITIMACY WHILE

SIGNALING AN IMMINENT

DIPLOMATIC BREAKTHROUGH WITH

REGIONAL POWERS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The broadcasting cycle  for  February 16 and

17,  2026,  is  dominated  by  the  37th

anniversary  of  the  Soviet  withdrawal  from

Afghanistan  (26  Dalw),  which  the  Islamic

Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA) is utilizing as a

cornerstone  for  a  broader  narrative  of

national  sovereignty  and  historical

inevitability.  By  framing  the  defeat  of  the

Soviet  Union alongside recent  victories  over

the British and the United States, the IEA is

positioning  itself  as  the  sole  legitimate

guardian  of  Afghan  independence.  This

celebratory tone is synthesized with a heavy

focus on economic self-sufficiency and the

courting  of  regional  investment,  particularly

from  Iran  and  Central  Asian  neighbors,  to

offset  the  continuing  lack  of  formal  global

recognition.

Strategically,  the  day  marks  a  potential

inflection point in regional diplomacy. Multiple

broadcasts highlight statements from Iranian

officials  suggesting  that  formal  recognition

of the IEA by Tehran may be imminent. This

development  is  paired  with  reports  of  high-

level security and economic coordination with

Uzbekistan  and  Russia,  suggesting  a

"regional-first"  strategy  intended  to  bypass

Western-led sanctions and isolation. However,

the  domestic  picture  remains  complex,  with

significant  airtime  dedicated  to  the

repatriation  of  refugees  from  Pakistan  and

Iran,  indicating  ongoing  humanitarian

pressures and friction with neighboring states

over migration and border security.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

State-Led  Commemoration  of

"Superpower Defeat": Extensive coverage

of  the  anniversary  of  the  1989  Soviet

withdrawal,  used  to  reinforce  the

"Graveyard of  Empires"  narrative and the

IEA's military credentials national victory.

Signals of Diplomatic Recognition: The

Iranian  ambassador  to  Kabul  stated  that

Tehran  sees  "no  obstacle"  to  recognizing

the  IEA,  suggesting  a  pending  shift  in

regional posture Iranian recognition.

Economic  Mobilization  Efforts:

Announcement of 17 development projects

worth 223 million afghanis and a focus on

domestic  mining  and  industrial  self-

sufficiency infrastructure development.

Security  Standardization: Formal

introduction  of  new  standardized  military

uniforms  to  improve  discipline  and  state

visibility  across  all  units  military  uniform

reform.
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Regional  Security  Coordination:

Meetings between IEA military leadership

and  Uzbek  security  officials  regarding

border  stability  and  counter-terrorism

Uzbek security talks.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

Standardization of uniforms for the "Islamic

Army" intended to transition the force from

a  decentralized  militia  to  a  formal  state

institution uniform issuance.

Emphasis  on  "spiritual  strength"  and

adherence to Sharia as the primary military

doctrine  during  victory  celebrations

military indoctrination.

Diplomacy & Statecraft

Iranian President  Masoud Pezeshkian and

IEA  officials  discussing  a  "brotherly"

relationship  based  on  shared  regional

interests Tehran-Kabul ties.

Engagement with the UN and international

NGOs framed defensively; the IEA claims to

be  doing  more  for  the  "martyrs  and

orphans"  than  international  aid  agencies

aid criticism.

Macroeconomics & Trade

Aggressive  courting of  foreign investment

via tax exemptions for sectors like energy,

infrastructure,  and  water  management

investment incentives.

Reports  from  a  national  industry  fair

claiming 10 million USD in contracts signed

over  five  days,  highlighting  domestic

manufacturing  potential  industrial

contracts.

Food & Water Security

Completion  of  a  water  supply  network  in

Jabal  Saraj,  Parwan  province,  aimed  at

providing clean water to 240 families water

infrastructure.

Distribution  of  wheat  and  cash  aid  to

returnees  and  impoverished  families,

though  dependencies  on  localized  aid

remain high aid distribution.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

Historical Revisionism as Legitimacy

The  IEA  is  systematically  linking  the  1989

Soviet  withdrawal  to  its  own  2021  victory,

creating  a  continuous  narrative  of  "Islamic

resistance"  historical  victory.  This  theme

serves to delegitimize the previous Republican

government,  which  is  framed  as  a

"handpicked" foreign proxy,  while portraying

the IEA as the only authentic defender of the

nation.  The  frequent  use  of  the  term  "Red

Army" serves as a cautionary tale for current

"invaders" superpower warnings.

Regional Realpolitik vs. Global Isolation

There  is  a  visible  shift  toward  prioritizing

"regional" over "international" diplomacy. The

focus  on  Iran,  Uzbekistan,  and  Russia

suggests that the IEA believes it can achieve

de  facto recognition  through  trade  and

security  cooperation  with  its  immediate

neighbors,  thereby  rendering  Western  "de

jure"  recognition  less  critical  regional

integration.
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INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The  internal  narrative  is  one  of  "perfect

security"  and  "ended  corruption,"  yet  the

transcripts  reveal  underlying  stressors.  The

massive repatriation of Afghans from Pakistan

and  Iran—often  under  duress—places  a

significant  strain  on  provincial  governance

and  resource  allocation  refugee  crisis.

Furthermore,  the  emphasis  on  resolving

"family and tribal disputes" via Sharia courts

suggests that local-level social order remains

a primary concern for the Ministry of Interior

and the Ministry for the Propagation of Virtue

and Prevention of Vice tribal mediation.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The  IEA  portrays  the  "outside  world"

selectively.  The  West  is  characterized  as  a

hypocritical bloc that uses "human rights" as a

weapon  of  political  pressure,  while  regional

neighbors  are  framed  as  "brothers"  in  a

shared  anti-imperialist  struggle.  The  IEA  is

actively  projecting  power  through  its

narrative  of  having  "humbled"  three  global

superpowers,  using  this  status  to  demand a

seat  at  the  table  on  its  own  terms  global

posturing.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic climate is framed through the

lens  of  transition  from  aid  dependency  to

industrial  self-reliance.  While  macro-

indicators  are  presented  optimistically  by

state  officials,  the  heavy  focus  on  localized

project completions suggests a fragmented

economic  recovery.  The  IEA  is  particularly

focused on critical minerals and energy as the

path to solvency.

Key Economic Vectors:

Mining  Sector: Over  100,000  people

reportedly  employed  in  gold  mining

projects in Badakhshan Badakhshan gold.

Domestic  Investment: 17  infrastructure

projects valued at 223 million AFN initiated

public works.

Trade Fairs: 10 million USD in contracts

signed  at  a  5-day  industrial  fair  in  Kabul

trade fair results.

Currency  Stability: Continued  focus  on

using the "Afghani" over foreign currencies

in  domestic  markets  to  combat  inflation

currency policy.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Strategic  shifts  in  military  and  diplomatic

personnel  emphasize  loyalty  and

professionalization within the IEA hierarchy.

Mawlawi  Mohammad  Yaqub  (Minister

of  Defense): Positioned  as  the  primary

architect of the modernized "Islamic Army"

and  a  leading  voice  in  regional  security

diplomacy Yaqub’s role.

Qari  Fasiuddin  Fitrat  (Chief  of  Staff):

Leading  the  drive  for  military

standardization  and  uniform  reform,

signaling  a  consolidation  of  the  military

command structure Fitrat’s reform.

Zabiullah  Mujahid  (Spokesman):

Continuing to act as the primary interface

for  foreign  media  and  regional  partners,

emphasizing the IEA's "open for business"

posture Mujahid’s outreach.
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EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  editorial  tone  is  triumphalist  and

nationalistic.  The  "Lead  Stories"  are

consistently those that highlight IEA military

prowess  or  economic  project  inaugurations.

"Buried  Stories"  include  the  actual  living

conditions of refugees and the continuing lack

of  female  education/work  access,  which  are

completely  omitted.  The  emotional  tone  is

intended  to  inspire  a  sense  of  "historical

destiny" and security, contrasting the "chaos"

of  the  Soviet  and  Republican  eras  with  the

"order" of the Emirate. Conspicuous omissions

include  any  mention  of  ISIS-K  (Daesh)

internal threats or the specifics of female-led

protests.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The subtext of the day's news frames a world

bifurcating  into  "imperialist  enemies"  and

"regional partners."

COUNTRIES and LEADERS 

Iran  (Pezeshkian/Ambassador):

Portrayed as a  "competent  and brotherly"

neighbor  finally  seeing  the  "truth"  of  the

IEA's  stability.  Quote:  "Tehran  sees  no

obstacle to recognizing the Islamic Emirate

soon" Iranian stance.

Uzbekistan: Framed  as  a  "stable  and

cooperative" partner on security and trade

Uzbek cooperation.

The  United  States/NATO: Portrayed  as

"inept and defeated" bullies who fled after

failing  to  crush  the  Afghan  spirit.  Quote:

"The  Americans  followed  the  path  of  the

Red Army into defeat" Western framing.

Pakistan: Framed  with  subtle  hostility

regarding the forced expulsion of refugees,

contrasted  with  the  IEA’s  "merciful"

reception  of  its  citizens  Pakistan  refugee

policy.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

The IEA is conducting a sophisticated meta-

narrative operation. By obsessively focusing

on  the  Soviet  defeat,  they  are  seeding  the

narrative  that  the  current  isolation  by  the

West is merely a temporary phase before the

"inevitable"  recognition  of  their  victory.

Disinformation  is  present  in  the  "all-is-well"

portrayal  of  the economy, which ignores the

massive poverty gap and reliance on localized

aid.  The  delta  between  state  "spin"  (total

security  and  growth)  and  the  ground  truth

(refugee  crises  and  international  sanctions)

remains wide information control.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Regional  Recognition  Cascade: If  Iran

formally recognizes the IEA in the coming

weeks,  it  is  highly  probable  that  other

regional  players  (Uzbekistan,  Russia)  will

follow,  creating  a  "recognition  bloc"  that

bypasses Western consensus.

Militarized  Governance: The  move

toward  standardized  uniforms  and  formal

military  doctrines  suggests  the  IEA  is

preparing  for  a  long-term transition  from

insurgency  to  a  conventional  regional

power militarization trend.
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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  further

high-level  diplomatic  signaling  from  Tehran

and Moscow.  Domestic  focus  will  remain on

the "successful"  reintegration of  refugees  to

prove governance capacity.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Potential  for

major regional trade agreements (energy/rail)

that  provide  the  IEA  with  a  stable  revenue

stream independent  of  Western  aid  regional

trade outlook.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): The  structural

consolidation  of  the  IEA  as  a  conventional,

Sharia-based  regional  state,  increasingly

integrated  into  a  Central  Asian/Eurasian

economic sphere.

RISK ASSESSMENT

Economic  Fragility  Risk: High-profile

projects  may  mask  systemic  capital

shortages.  Triggers: Failure  of  regional

trade  deals  to  materialize.  Likelihood:

Moderate. Impact: High (domestic unrest).

Mitigations: Aggressive  courting  of  non-

Western FDI investment drive.

Regional  Friction  Risk: Pakistan-IEA

relations  could  deteriorate  further  over

border  security  and  refugee  flows.

Triggers: Increased  border  skirmishes  or

mass  deportations.  Likelihood: High.

Impact: Regional instability. Mitigations:

Bilateral security summits security talks.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

Female Education/Rights: Total omission

of the status of schools and universities for

girls, which remains the primary barrier to

Western recognition.

ISIS-K  Activity: No  mention  of  internal

terrorist threats, which are known to be a

primary concern for the IEA despite their

narrative of "total security."

Aid Transparency: While aid distribution

is reported, the source and sustainability of

these funds are not detailed.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The Recognition Trap: Regional  powers

may be dangling recognition only to extract

security  concessions  (counter-ISIS,  border

control)  that  the  IEA cannot  fully  deliver,

leading to a sudden diplomatic reversal.

Black  Swan: A  major  internal  factional

split  within  the  IEA  between  pragmatists

(seeking  trade)  and  hardliners  (seeking

absolute  social  isolation)  could  derail  the

current economic professionalization drive.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For  Statecraft/Public  Sector: Western

policymakers  must  prepare  for  a  scenario

where "regional recognition" makes sanctions-

based  leverage  obsolete.  Engaging  through

regional proxies (like Uzbekistan) may be the

only remaining path for influence.

For  Private  Sector/Investors: Regional

investors (China, Iran, Russia) face significant

first-mover  advantages  but  must  navigate  a

"Legal  Warfare"  environment  where  IEA-

recognized contracts  could  be  challenged in

international courts later investment risk.
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance  efforts  focused  on  the

standardization  of  the  military  and  the

formalization  of  judicial  processes  through

Sharia courts.

BILLS  DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Formalization  of  military  uniform

regulations to distinguish state units from

private militias military decree.

HEARINGS  &  PRESS  EVENTS: Press

conference on the success of the National

Industry Fair and its implications for trade

sovereignty industry report.

KEY STORIES

Soviet  Withdrawal  37th  Anniversary:

Multi-page  coverage  of  national

celebrations,  framing  the  1989  defeat  of

the  USSR  as  a  precursor  to  modern  IEA

legitimacy.

Iranian Recognition Signals: Reports on

the  Iranian  ambassador's  statement  that

Tehran  is  close  to  formalizing  diplomatic

ties with Kabul.

Military Uniform Reform: Introduction of

standardized uniforms for  all  IEA military

branches  to  improve  discipline  and

visibility.

Refugee  Repatriation  Crisis: Mass

returns of Afghans from Pakistan and Iran,

with the IEA providing cash and wheat aid

to returnees.

Industrial  Contract  Milestone: Claim

that  10  million  USD  in  contracts  were

signed during the Kabul Industrial Fair.

Jabal Saraj  Water Project: Inauguration

of  a  water  supply  network  in  Parwan

province for 240 families.

Regional Security Summit: Coordination

meetings  with  Uzbekistan  and  Russia

regarding  border  security  and  counter-

terrorism.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260216_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260216_210000


For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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