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DEADLOCKS AND REGIONAL

FLASHPOINTS AMID INTENSIFYING

INFORMATION WARFARE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February  16,  2026,  is  characterized  by  a

significant  transition  in  global  power

dynamics,  as  diplomatic  efforts  in  Geneva

regarding  the  Ukraine  and  Iran  conflicts

coincide  with  an  aggressive  campaign  to

dismantle  the  existing  rules-based

international  order.  The  upcoming  trilateral

talks  in  Geneva are  framed  not  as  a

collaborative effort, but as a venue where the

United  States—under  a  pragmatic  but

pressured Trump administration—attempts to

force  a  resolution  on  "territorial  issues"

against  the  resistance  of  European  leaders.

These  European  counterparts  are  portrayed

as  increasingly  isolated  "warmongers"  who

are disconnected from their domestic publics

and  desperate  to  maintain  the  conflict  for

political and economic survival.

Simultaneously,  a  major  corruption  purge  in

Kyiv,  involving  the  arrest  of  former  Energy

Minister  Herman  Halushenka,  is  being

leveraged by Washington as a pressure point

to  force  the  Zelensky  administration  toward

concessions.  This  internal  Ukrainian

instability  is  juxtaposed  with  a  rapidly

deteriorating  situation  in  the  West  Bank,

where the Israeli government's moves toward

de  facto  annexation are  described  as  the

death knell for the two-state solution. In the

Middle East, a "game of chicken" between the

US and Iran over nuclear capabilities reaches

a critical threshold, with the threat of regional

war  serving  as  a  backdrop  to  secondary

diplomatic  tracks.  The  day's  narratives

suggest a world entering a state of "nuclear

anarchy" as traditional alliances fracture and

new  security  paradigms—including  the

potential  for  European  and  Asian  states  to

pursue  independent  nuclear  deterrents—

emerge  to  fill  the  vacuum  of  American

hegemony.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

High-Stakes  Diplomatic  Realignment  in

Geneva

Preparation for  a  third round of  trilateral

talks between Russia, the US, and Ukraine,

with  a  primary  focus  on  territorial

concessions  and a  "wide  range of  issues"

beyond simple military security.

The  Russian  delegation,  led  by  Vladimir

Medinsky, has been expanded to reflect the

broader  scope  of  these  territorial

negotiations.

US  Secretary  of  State  Marco  Rubio

asserts  that  the  US  is  the  only  nation

capable  of  brokering  a  deal,  while

simultaneously  criticizing  the  United

Nations  and  European  intermediaries  for

their failure to achieve peace.
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Systemic  Corruption  Scandals

Destabilizing the Kyiv Administration

The  arrest  of  former  Energy  Minister

Herman  Halushenka on  a  $100  million

embezzlement charge while  attempting to

flee to Poland.

Allegations that the corruption extends to

the  inner  circle of  President  Zelensky,

including the former Chief of Staff Andrey

Yermak and businessman Timor Mindic.

Analysis  suggests  the  FBI  and  DOJ are

coordinating these investigations to signal

to Zelensky that his "days are numbered"

unless  he  accepts  Washington's  peace

terms.

Israeli  Annexation  and  Regional

Escalation

The Israeli government has approved plans

to claim large swathes of the West Bank as

state  property,  effectively  dismantling  the

Oslo Accords' jurisdiction framework.

Human rights groups warn that this could

place half of Palestinian territory under the

control of the Netanyahu cabinet.

A separate  geopolitical  firebrand emerges

as  Israel  becomes  the  first  country  to

recognize Somaliland,  a  move the African

Union  claims  undermines  Somali

sovereignty and is a precursor to an Israeli

military foothold in the Red Sea.

Nuclear Brinkmanship and Technological

Vulnerabilities

Reports  from  the  Munich  Security

Conference highlight interests from Poland,

South  Korea,  and  Japan in  developing

independent nuclear weapons programs.

The  Dutch  Defense  Secretary  claims  that

F-35 fighter jet software can be "jailbroken"

like  an  iPhone,  suggesting  a  massive

security risk to NATO's air superiority and

a possible rift over software autonomy.

Donald Trump’s refusal to extend the New

START treaty is cited as a primary driver of

a potential new global arms race.

Pakistan Internal Crisis

The health of former Prime Minister Imran

Khan is reportedly deteriorating in prison,

specifically a serious eye condition that the

state refuses to allow independent doctors

to examine.

Protests  by  Khan’s  allies  continue  in

parliament and on highways, as the current

government is described as struggling with

a mandate after losing the popular vote.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

The  Ukraine  conflict  is  described  as

reaching a point of exhaustion for the West,

while  Russia  is  characterized  as

maintaining  military  momentum  despite

Western sanctions.

Narratives  from  the  Israeli-Palestinian

theater  focus  on  a  culture  of  violence

within the IDF, highlighted by a viral video

where  a  soldier  admits  to  systematic

human rights violations in Gaza.

Diplomacy & Statecraft

The  Munich  Security  Conference is

disparaged by multiple state actors (Russia,

Iran,  and  Hungary)  as  a  "circus"  or  a

fundraising  event for  the  "unelected

dictatorship" in Kyiv.
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Trilateral  diplomacy  regarding  Iran's

nuclear program in Geneva is hindered by a

lack of trust, with Iran demanding a "better

deal than 2015" and the US demanding a

total  cancellation  of  ballistic  missile

programs.

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk

The use of anti-corruption bureaus as tools

of  geopolitical  leverage  is  a  dominant

theme,  specifically  the  National  Anti-

Corruption  Bureau  of  Ukraine  (NABU)

being  used  by  the  US  to  pressure  the

Ukrainian executive branch.

Discussions  on  Epstein-related  blackmail

and  redacted  files  suggest  a  belief  that

these  legal  investigations  are  being

weaponized  against  Western  leaders  to

influence policy on Israel and Russia.

Macroeconomics & Trade

The  shift  away  from  the  US  Dollar  is

discussed  in  the  context  of  BRICS

establishing  parallel  financial  transaction

networks to bypass the SWIFT system.

European  economies  are  described  as

being in a state of "managed decline" due

to  high  energy  prices and  the  "economic

suicide" of  prioritizing Ukrainian interests

over domestic stability.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The End of Unipolarity and the "Munich

Circus"

A consistent theme throughout the day is the

failure  of  the  post-WWII  international  order.

The Munich Security Conference is presented

as the final gasp of a unipolar world, where

Western  elites  repeat  "talking  points"  while

being ignored by the emerging powers.  The

absence of Russia from these talks is framed

as  a  strategic  absurdity  that  renders

discussions  on  European  security

meaningless. The narrative suggests that the

global  majority  now  views  Western

international law as "slaughtered" in Gaza and

Ukraine, leading to a scramble for "historical

justice" in regions like Africa.

The Fragmentation of the NATO/EU Bloc

The  internal  cohesion  of  the  West  is  under

severe  strain.  The  Zelensky-Orban  rift is

highlighted  as  evidence  that  member  states

(like Hungary and Slovakia) are beginning to

prioritize  "national  interest"  over  Brussels-

mandated support for Ukraine. This is coupled

with  the  portrayal  of  a  "cross-atlantic  rift,"

where  the  Trump  administration  expects

Europe to "pay their own way" and purchase

American  products,  leading  to  European

pushback  in  the  form of  software  autonomy

and independent defense initiatives.

Weaponized  Anti-Corruption  as

Diplomatic Tool

The  timing  of  the  Halushenko  arrest is

explicitly linked to the Geneva peace process.

The  theme  suggests  that  "corruption"  is  a

latent  condition  in  Ukraine  that  Washington

selectively activates to disciplining a reluctant

Zelensky. This "good cop, bad cop" strategy by

the Trump administration is seen as a means

to force an end to the war before the 2026 US

midterm elections.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Ukraine:  Institutional Collapse and Elite

Infighting
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The  Kyiv  regime  is  described  as  a  "drug-

addicted  clown"  administration  facing  a

collapse of  its  mandate.  The network claims

the  government  is  resorting  to  abducting

people off the streets for forced mobilization,

including  individuals  with  disabilities.  The

internal  dynamics  are  characterized  by  a

"purging"  of  the  inner  circle  as  different

factions attempt to secure their kickbacks and

flee the country with billions in Western aid

before the front lines collapse.

United  States:  Polarization  and

Establishment Resentment

The US domestic landscape is portrayed as a

powder  keg  of  resentment  against  the

"establishment." Polling is cited to show that

70% of Americans oppose a war with Iran, and

there  is  growing  anger—even  among

Republicans—over the lack of questioning of

Israeli  policy.  The  network  emphasizes  the

"emotional  moment"  where  even  Jewish

Americans are publicly pushing back against

the  Netanyahu  government,  suggesting  a

major shift in traditional political consensus.

Europe:  Public  Dissent  vs.  Elite

Warmongering

European leaders like Macron and Starmer

are  depicted  as  having  record-low  approval

ratings  (11-14%)  while  pushing  "austerity

measures" to fund a war their publics do not

support. The narrative focuses on Estonia and

Latvia as  outlier  "hawkish"  states  that  feel

threatened, while the "publics across most of

Europe are going to strongly oppose" the path

toward nuclear deterrents and militarization.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

Russia:  Position  of  Strength  and

Principled Diplomacy

Russia is  framed as the stable anchor in a

chaotic  world.  The  Kremlin  is  presented  as

seeking  "long-term  solutions"  rather  than

"temporary  truths"  to  buy  time.  The  state

projects  a  posture  of  military  confidence,

claiming  that  Western  sanctions  have  failed

and that  the  "reality  on the ground"  is  that

Russia is winning.

Israel:  Escalating  Isolation  and  Pariah

Status

The  international  perception  of  Israel  is

described as shifting toward that of a pariah

state. Its unilateral actions in the West Bank

and  Somaliland  are  framed  as  desperate

attempts to secure power before an inevitable

shift  in  US  policy.  The  network  highlights

Spain  and  Belgium as  leading  a  new

European  military  embargo against  Israel,

indicating a growing rift  within the Western

bloc.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The global  economic outlook is  framed as  a

struggle  between  the  dying  Western

hegemonic system and the ascending BRICS

alternatives. The West is seen as trapped in a

cycle of debt and "needless wars," while the

global  South  attempts  to  decouple  from the

US Dollar to avoid being victims of Western

monetary assistance traps. 

Key Economic Vectors

Energy Costs: European manufacturing is

being "priced out of world markets" due to

the  loss  of  Russian  gas,  leading  to  an

absolute  catastrophe for  competitive

exports.

BRICS  Financial  Systems: Continued

progress  in  establishing  parallel  financial

transaction networks to bypass SWIFT and

the US Dollar.
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Corruption Leakage: Analysis claims that

50-70% of the $400 billion sent to Ukraine

is  laundered  back  into  the  pockets  of

Western  "war  parties"  and  military-

industrial complexes.

African  Resources: A  "scramble  for

Africa" is predicted as the US seeks Cobalt,

diamonds,  and  lithium to  sustain  its  tech

sector,  despite  African  efforts  to  move

toward processing resources domestically.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Key personnel shifts reflect a broader trend of

institutional instability in the West and state-

driven purges in conflict zones.

Herman  Halushenka: The  former

Ukrainian Energy and Justice Minister was

detained  at  the  border.  His  fall  signals  a

major  crack  in  Zelensky's  cabinet  and an

impending wider purge.

Timor Mindic: Referred to as "Zelensky's

purse," he reportedly escaped to Israel to

avoid seizure by anti-corruption authorities.

John Ratcliffe: Characterized as a political

appointment who  is  "cleverer  than  his

peers" but likely to "politicize intelligence"

within the CIA to serve Trump's pragmatic

agenda.

Imran Khan: His  deteriorating  health  in

prison creates  a  leadership  vacuum  in

Pakistan, potentially leading to a new wave

of  civil  unrest  if  his  condition  becomes

terminal.

Victor  Orban: Faces  an  upcoming  tight

election race against opponent Peter Majar,

with  the  broadcast  framing  EU  and

Ukrainian leaders as interference agents in

the Hungarian democratic process.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  network’s  editorial  strategy  focuses  on

demoralizing  Western  audiences while

portraying Russia as the only rational global

actor. The "Lead Stories" across all timeslots

were  the  Ukrainian  corruption  scandals

and the upcoming Geneva peace talks, both

used to reinforce the narrative that the war is

an "expensive mistake" for Western taxpayers.

The IDF human rights video and the West

Bank  annexation were  positioned  as  a

primary  moral  counterweight  to  Western

criticisms of Russia.

Buried  Stories: Stories  regarding  actual

military  developments  on  the  front  lines  in

Ukraine  were  largely  absent,  replaced  by

interviews with POWs or discussions of drone

war  games where  Ukrainians  were

"decimated." Domestic Russian economic data

was completely omitted.

Conspicuous  Omissions: There  was  no

mention of Russian military casualties or the

specifics of the Russian internal mobilization

state.  The  "Geneva  talks"  were  discussed

without  any  specific  Russian  concessions

being  mentioned,  implying  that  any  "peace"

must be on solely Russian terms.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The  broadcast  frames  the  world  as  a

dichotomy between the "pragmatic East" and

the  "decadent,  hypocritical  West,"  with  the

Trump administration caught in the middle. 

COUNTRIES

Russia: Framed  as  strong  and

principled.  "Moscow does  not  engage  in

megaphone  diplomacy"  and  seeks  "long-

term solutions" for peace.
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Ukraine: Framed as corrupt and chaotic.

Described  as  "somewhat  of  a  money

laundering operation" for Western elites.

Israel: Framed  as  aggressive  and

isolated.  A  "paraya  state"  that  uses

"language  human  animal"  for  its  enemies

on the record.

Germany: Framed  as  inept.  Claims  it  is

"all out of military equipment" and unable

to staff a single brigade.

LEADERS

Vladimir Putin: Portrayed as competent

and patient. "To his credit," he attempted

to extend the New START treaty for a year.

Donald  Trump: Portrayed  as  pragmatic

but  erratic.  A  "businessman"  who  "does

not  want  anything  that  is  going  to  be

disaster" like a forever war.

Vladimir  Zelensky: Portrayed  as  weak

and corrupt. A "drug addicted clown" who

"doesn't want peace" at any cost.

Benjamin  Netanyahu: Portrayed  as

dangerous  and  manipulative.  A  "war

president" kept in office only by continued

conflict.

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

Lockheed Martin: Framed as predatory.

Profiting from "lifetime logistical  software

support" that creates vulnerabilities in the

F-35.

The  UN: Framed  as  irrelevant.  "The

United Nations hasn't  been able to do it"

(achieve peace) in Europe.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

The  transcripts  reveal  a  sophisticated

"narrative  seeding"  effort  intended to  divide

NATO  and  undermine  the  legitimacy  of  the

Ukrainian state. 

The  RDK Hoax: A  significant  portion  of

the broadcast is dedicated to "debunking"

the  Russian  Volunteer  Corps  (RDK).  The

network  claims  it  is  a  "purely  media

project" using mercenaries dressed in fake

uniforms to create the illusion of a Russian

armed opposition.

F-35  "Jailbreaking": This  story  appears

designed to plant seeds of doubt regarding

Western  technical  superiority  and  NATO

military  interoperability,  suggesting  that

European  states  are  "paying  for  apps"

rather than sovereign defense.

Epstein-Samson  Option: The  network

platformed claims  that  Israeli  intelligence

is  using  "unredacted  Epstein  files"  to

blackmail  Donald  Trump into  supporting

their  wars,  a  direct  attempt  to  target

Trump's base and sow internal US discord.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Hypotheses

Geneva  as  a  Partition  Gateway: The

"territorial issues" in Geneva will likely lead

to  a  formal  proposal  for  a  partitioned

Ukraine, which the US will push Zelensky

to  accept  or  face  complete  withdrawal  of

military funding.

Middle  East  Regional  Expansion: The

failure of the Geneva Iran track, combined

with the West Bank annexation, will likely

trigger  a  pre-emptive  Israeli  strike on

Iranian  facilities  before  the  2026  US

midterms.

Future Outlook

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260216_060000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260216_160000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260216_183000_Sanchez_Effect
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260216_083000_Moscow_Mules
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260216_060000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260216_200000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260216_100000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260216_083000_Moscow_Mules


The  world  is  trending  toward  "nuclear

anarchy" as the IAEA is viewed as a dishonest

broker.  Within the next year,  multiple states

(Poland, South Korea) may formally announce

the  intent  to  withdraw  from  the  NPT.

Economic stability in Europe will continue to

deteriorate as governments face "scenarios of

toppling"  due  to  public  opposition  to

warmongering policies.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks):

The  Geneva  talks will  likely  produce  a

"Geneva  I"  framework  that  includes  a

temporary  ceasefire  but  lacks  a  final

territorial settlement on Geneva.

Further  arrests  in  the Ukrainian energy

sector will  paralyze the Kyiv bureaucracy

as officials stop making decisions for fear of

prosecution by NABU.

Medium Term (1-6 Months):

A  significant  NATO  rift over  the  F-35

software update model will  lead to a new

procurement  strategy  among  EU  states,

favoring  BAE  or  other  non-US  logistical

systems.

The  Hungarian  election will  serve  as  a

proxy  for  the  future  of  the  EU,  with  an

Orban  victory  solidifying  a  "Sovereigntist

Bloc" within the union election race.

Long Term (1-5 Years):

BRICS  will  likely  formalize  its  parallel

financial system, leading to a permanent

bifurcation of global trade and a significant

reduction in US sanction efficacy.

A shift toward African processing of raw

materials will lead to a series of secondary

conflicts as the West and China compete for

"exclusive access" to critical minerals.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The  global  environment  is  currently  at  its

most volatile state since the early 1960s, with

multiple  overlapping  triggers  for  systemic

collapse.

Nuclear  Proliferation  Escalation: The

risk  of  "nuclear  anarchy"  where  40+

countries  develop  the  potential  for

weapons.  Triggers: Formal  withdrawal  of

Poland  from  the  NPT.  Likelihood:

Moderate.  Impact: High/Existential.

Mitigations: Immediate  renewal  of  the

New START treaty START treaty.

Middle  East  Regional  War: Direct

conflict between Iran and Israel. Triggers:

Assassination  of  Iranian  leadership  or

strike on nuclear sites.  Likelihood: High.

Impact: Global  oil  price  spike  of  $200+/

barrel.  Mitigations: Successful  Geneva

Iran talks.

Ukrainian  Front  Line  Collapse: Rapid

disintegration  of  the  Ukrainian  military

position. Triggers: Complete withdrawal of

US  aid  post-Geneva.  Likelihood: High.

Impact: Mass refugee crisis into Western

Europe. Mitigations: Accept "Minsk-style"

territorial concessions.

Global  Financial  Bifurcation: Sudden

loss  of  USD  dominance.  Triggers: Saudi

Arabia or UAE switching to BRICS currency

for  oil.  Likelihood: Moderate.  Impact:

High/Financial. Mitigations: Integration of

BRICS trade into a multilateral framework.
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NATO Cyber-Logistical Rift: Disabling of

the  F-35  fleet.  Triggers: Discovery  of  a

persistent  "backdoor"  in  NATO  software.

Likelihood: Moderate.  Impact: Loss  of

NATO  air  superiority.  Mitigations:

Decentralized  software  autonomy for

member states.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

Russian Internal Health: The broadcasts

provide  zero  information  on  Russia’s

internal fiscal state, military replenishment

rates, or civil dissent, presenting the nation

as a monolithic entity.

Front Line Realities: While the "Geneva

talks" are detailed, the tactical situation

on the actual battlefront is missing, leaving

a gap in understanding what the "territorial

issues" actually look like on the ground.

Iran  Nuclear  Progress: The  transcripts

claim Iran is "weeks away" from a weapon

but also claim it has no nuclear weapon

currently.  This  contradiction  makes  an

accurate  risk  assessment  of  Iranian

breakout  capacity  impossible  breakout

capacity.

US  Domestic  Counter-Narrative: The

reporting on Trump’s approval focuses on

his  "unpopularity"  but  ignores  the

concurrent  unpopularity  of  the  Biden

administration, creating a biased view of

US electoral dynamics unpopularity.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The "Sovereigntist Bluff"

While RT portrays a growing rift in the West

over  the  F-35  and  Orban,  a  contrarian

perspective  suggests  this  is  actually  a

strategic  distribution  of  roles.  Orban’s

resistance  allows  the  EU  to  maintain  a

backchannel to Moscow while the rest of the

bloc  secretly  continues  massive  weapon

shipments. The F-35 "jailbreaking" claim may

be  a  coordinated  "Red  Team"  exercise  to

identify vulnerabilities rather than a genuine

intent to break with US logistics.

The "Kyiv Purge as Consolidation"

RT frames the corruption arrests as a US-led

takedown  of  Zelensky.  A  contrarian  view  is

that  Zelensky  is  leading  the  purge to

eliminate  internal  rivals  and  demonstrate  to

Western donors that he is a "clean" partner,

thereby securing the next $50 billion tranche.

Black  Swan  Event:  The  "Somaliland

Incident"

An  unpredicted  catastrophe  could  occur  if

Israel uses its new Somaliland recognition to

stage  an  unauthorized  strike  on  Yemeni

Houthi  assets,  inadvertently  sinking a  major

Chinese  commercial  vessel  in  the  Red  Sea.

This would force China into a direct military

confrontation  with  Israel,  breaking  the

current "neutral mediator" status Beijing has

attempted to maintain.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Security: Review  the  F-35  "software

autonomy" model to prevent a terminal rift

within NATO's air command.

Economic: Accelerate  the  creation  of  a

"Western  BRICS-alternative"  for  resource

processing  to  counter  the  Sacks-led

narrative of African resource exploitation.
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Diplomatic: Shift  focus  from "victory"  in

Ukraine to a "strategic freeze" in Geneva to

prevent  the  front-line  disintegration

described by the network.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply  Chain: Diversify  away  from  Red

Sea  maritime  routes  as  Israeli-Iranian

tensions  move  maritime  ambitions into

Somaliland.

Regulatory  Compliance: Prepare  for

increased  FCPA  scrutiny regarding

transactions in Ukraine as the Halushenko

case expands  to  involve  Western

contractors.

Capital Allocation: Reassess investments

in European manufacturing as structural

energy  prices  become  a  permanent

competitive disadvantage.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Significant discussions focused on the failure

of existing treaties and the emergence of new,

aggressive territorial and maritime claims.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

New START Treaty: Refusal by the Trump

administration to extend, leading to the risk

of nuclear anarchy.

Oslo Accords: Described as  "dismantled"

by  new  Israeli  laws  allowing  settler

expansion.

JCPOA (Iran Deal): The 2015 agreement

is  the  benchmark  for  the  Geneva  talks,

though it is currently non-functional.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Munich Security Conference: An annual

forum focused  on  European  militarization

and fundraising for Ukraine.

African Union 39th Summit: Focused on

"historical  justice"  and  condemning  the

Somaliland recognition.

Geneva  Trilateral  (Upcoming): Press

briefings emphasize that "territory" will be

the primary agenda item.

KEY STORIES

Arrest  of  Herman  Halushenka: The

former  Ukrainian  Energy  Minister  was

detained  at  the  Polish  border on  a  $100

million embezzlement charge.  The case is

linked  to  kickbacks  in  the  energy  sector

involving 10-15% contract cuts.

Geneva  Ukraine  Peace  Talks:Trilateral

negotiations between Russia,  the US,  and

Ukraine to  discuss  territorial  issues.  The

Russian  delegation  is  led  by  Vladimir

Medinsky.

F-35  Software  Vulnerability: Dutch

Defense  Secretary  claims  the  jets  can  be

jailbroken like iPhones,  highlighting a rift

over  software  autonomy  and  security

between the US and European buyers.

Imran  Khan  Health  Crisis: The  former

Pakistani Prime Minister is reported to be

deteriorating  in  prison with  a  severe  eye

condition. The Pakistani government denies

these reports while preventing independent

medical visits.

West  Bank  De  Facto  Annexation: The

Israeli  government has approved property

claims in the West Bank that human rights

groups  state  dismantle  the  Oslo  Accords

jurisdiction.

Israel  Recognizes  Somaliland: Israel

becomes the first country to recognize the

breakaway  region,  causing  an  immediate

diplomatic  crisis  with  the  African  Union

and Somalia.
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Geneva Iran Nuclear Talks: Indirect talks

between  Tehran  and  Washington.  Iran

demands  a  deal  better  than  the  2015

JCPOA,  while  the  US  demands  ballistic

missile limits.

RDK Information Warfare Story: Claims

that  the  Russian  Volunteer  Corps is  a

"purely media project"  funded by the CIA

and run by Ukrainian intelligence.

Trump  Approval  Ratings  Polls: Citing

Quinnipiac  and  Pew  Research,  showing

61-62% disapproval and 70% opposition to

a war with Iran.

Algerian  Anti-Colonial  History: A

segment recounting the 1954-1962 war for

independence,  claiming  French  colonists

were responsible for 1.5 million deaths.

Jeffrey  Sachs  on  Africa: The  economist

argues that outsiders (the US and Europe)

see  Africa  only  for  "exploitation"  of

minerals like cobalt and diamonds.

European Economic Decline: Analysis of

European  energy  prices causing

manufactured  goods  to  be  uncompetitive

on world markets.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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