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CROATIA FACES COALITION
COLLAPSE AMID FAR-RIGHT
SCANDAL AND STRATEGIC
TRANSATLANTIC REALIGNMENT

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The Croatian government is currently
navigating a severe internal crisis triggered
by the emergence of a video featuring
Minister Josip Dabro singing songs glorifying
the Ustase regime. This development has
pushed the junior coalition partner, HSLS, to
the brink of departure, forcing Prime Minister
Andrej Plenkovi¢ to seek a strategic pivot
toward centrist and liberal factions to
maintain his parliamentary majority. This
domestic instability occurs as the Munich
Security Conference highlights a

fundamental shift in the transatlantic alliance,
with the U.S. administration signaling that the
post-WWII order has effectively ended,
demanding European strategic emancipation.

Simultaneously, regional  tensions  are
escalating over energy transit as Hungary
and Slovakia demand immediate access to
the Adria pipeline (JANAF) following the
cessation of Russian oil flows via Ukraine.
Domestically, the government is also

struggling with institutional decay in the
social sector, marked by a critical shortage of
personal assistants and legal defeats
regarding disability benefits. This
convergence of ideological scandal, regional
energy blackmail, and administrative failure
suggests a fragile state capacity, with
leadership political
through a desperate "return to the center."

prioritizing survival

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Dabro Scandal and Coalition Fragility

* A video of Minister Josip Dabro
(Homeland Movement - DP) singing
"Grobnica od zlata," a song glorifying Ante
Paveli¢, has ignited a political firestorm.

* The liberal HSLS has threatened to exit the
coalition, citing ustasification" as a red
line they can no longer tolerate.

* Prime Minister Plenkovi¢ is reportedly
consulting with centrist parties such as IDS
and independent representatives to secure
a new, more moderate majority.

U.S. Foreign Policy Pivot at Munich

* U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio
delivered a landmark speech in Munich,

declaring the old order is gone and that

Europe must secure its own future.

e The U.S. administration is pressuring
NATO allies to take a leadership role in
their own defense while
skepticism regarding any new Iran nuclear
deal.

expressing

Regional Energy Transit Crisis

* Hungary and Slovakia have sent a formal

request to Croatia to enable the transport
of Russian oil through the Adria (JANAF)

pipeline.
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» This follows Ukraine's move to block oil
deliveries through the Druzhba pipeline,
placing Croatia in a position of significant
regional leverage.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Diplomacy & Statecraft

* Secretary of State Marco Rubio is on a
European tour, visiting Bratislava and
Budapest to strengthen ties with
conservative allies like Viktor Orban.

* The Three Seas Initiative, which Croatia
will chair in Dubrovnik this April, is being

promoted as a key energy and
infrastructure platform.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance

* The appointment of Alen Ruzi¢ as the new
Minister of Labor and Social Policy is
overshadowed by a Constitutional Court
ruling on disability rights.

* The administration is facing criticism for
the slow implementation of the "inclusive

add-on" (inkluzivni dodatak) reform.
Critical Infrastructure Security

* The JANAF pipeline is identified as a
strategic asset capable of
transporting 15 million tons of crude oil
annually, sufficient for the needs of the
region.

critical

* Croatian officials are refuting Hungarian

claims that the pipeline is unreliable or

technically insufficient.

Climate & Extreme Weather

* Reports from Greenland indicate that
climate change is accelerating permafrost
melt, threatening local housing and
infrastructure.

* Research in Germany shows a 75% decline
over three decades,
signaling a potential collapse of local
ecosystems.

in _in iom

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Fragmentation of the Center-Right

Prime Minister Plenkovi¢’s attempt to balance
a "modern European" HDZ with the hard-
right Homeland Movement (DP) has
reached its logical breaking point. The Dabro
scandal has provided a pretext for Plenkovi¢
to marginalize the DP, whose polling support
has collapsed to below 2%. The move toward
liberal/centrist allies like IDS or Matija
Posavec is framed not just as a survival
tactic, but as a "return to the center" to
appease international (specifically EU)
concerns about proustasa sentiment within

the government.
Energy as a Geopolitical Weapon

The Druzhba pipeline blockage by Ukraine
is forcing a reorganization of Central
European energy flows. Croatia is positioned
as a "energy hub" through JANAF, but this is
met with suspicion by Hungary, which
portrays Croatian transit as a rat profiteering
exercise. The subtext is a deeper ideological
split within the EU, where Hungary and
Slovakia are increasingly aligned with a
transactional U.S. posture while Croatia
attempts to remain within the core European
mainstream.
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INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Croatia

e Institutional decay is evident in the social
care sector, where the lack of personal
assistants is preventing the implementation
of basic rights for people with disabilities.

* The government is under fire for ignoring
court rulings that favored citizens seeking
social benefits, leading to administrative
"deafness" and legal liabilities.

Bosnia and Herzegovina
* Civil unrest in Sarajevo has led to the

f Prime Minister Nih k
following a tragic tram accident.

resignation

* The protests have morphed into a broader
movement against systemic corruption
and the failure of public services, with
citizens demanding "justice" and systemic
change.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The international system is portrayed as
fracturing, with the U.S. moving toward a
strategic isolationism that favors bilateral
deals over traditional alliances. The framing
of the Munich Security Conference
suggests that Europe is being abandoned to
its own devices, with Sec State Rubio calling
for a restoration and renewal of Western
strength that is not dependent on American
intervention. Croatia is attempting to project
power as a regional energy savior while
simultaneously reacting defensively to the
domestic "far-right" tag that threatens its
standing in the EU.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic outlook is characterized by a
significant influx of capital into the tech
sector and a reorganization of energy
markets due to geopolitical conflict. The
domestic economy
constrained by a chronic labor shortage in
the service and care sectors.

Croatian remains

* Venture Capital: The Croatian startup
Farsir (financial planning software) has

secured a Series A round of $7 million,

signaling resilience in the local IT scene.

* Energy Costs: Hungary and Slovakia are
pressuring Croatia to lower transit tariffs
for the JANAF pipeline, which they
currently deem prohibitively expensive
compared to Russian Druzhba rates.

* Social Spending: The government has
spent 1.7 billion euros on inclusive
additions, but faces a backlog of 103,000
unresolved claims.

* Tech Infrastructure: Nvidia is expanding
its Omniverse platform as a training
ground for physical AI, marking a shift
toward integrated hardware-software
robotics.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Significant leadership shifts are occurring in
Croatia and Bosnia, driven by both scandal
and civil unrest.

* Alen Ruzi¢: Nominated as the new
Minister of Labor and Social Policy in
Croatia, replacing Marin Pileti¢. Ruzi¢’s
primary challenge will be addressing the

disability rights crisis.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1HRV_20260216_010000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1HRV_20260216_010000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1HRV_20260216_070000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1HRV_20260216_070000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1HRV_20260216_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1HRV_20260216_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1HRV_20260216_000000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1HRV_20260216_140000

* Nihad Uk: The Prime Minister of the
Sarajevo Canton has resigned in the face of
public protests following a student's death
in a tram accident.

* Josip Dabro: Currently the Minister of
Agriculture, Dabro is the primary target of
coalition partners and the opposition for his

pro-Ustase behavior.

* Marco Rubio: Portrayed as the architect
of a new U.S. global posture, acting as a
bridge between the Trump administration

and skeptical European allies.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The lead story for the day is the Dabro
Scandal, which the network uses to question
the fundamental stability of the Croatian
government. Extensive airtime is dedicated to
Munich Security Conference analysis, with
a tone that is skeptical and anxious about
the U.S. commitment to European security.
"Buried stories" include the Norwegian
Royal Scandal and the technical details of
the personal assistant shortage, which are
presented as secondary to the political drama.
There is a conspicuous omission of any
significant discussion regarding inflation or
cost-of-living pressures, which are usually
central to Croatian news but are currently
sidelined by the ideological crisis.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The world is portrayed as a transactional
arena where historical allies are now
competitors, and '"civilizational values" are
being weaponized for domestic political gains.
The U.S. is framed as strong but

unpredictable, while Europe is framed as
weak and indecisive.

* Andrej Plenkovi¢: Framed as a
competent but besieged leader who is
"neutralizing" his right flank through
"sonization" (political absorption and
destruction).

* Viktor Orban: Portrayed as opportunistic
and stable, successfully leveraging his
relationship with the Trump administration
to secure U.S. investment and oil transit.

* Donald Trump: Portrayed as
transcendent, with his influence shaping
European security and energy policy even
from Washington, through administrators
like Rubio.

* Russia: Framed as foe and persistent
threat, though implicitly capable of deal-
making with the U.S. behind Europe's back
to end the war on its own terms.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The current environment is saturated with
narrative seeding regarding the "UstaSe
threat." The Homeland Movement (DP) and its
supporters are attempting to deflect by
highlighting patriotic intent, while the
opposition is weaponizing the video to paint
the entire government as "pro-UstaSe" on the
international stage. Simultaneously, Hungary
is conducting an information operation
against JANAF, labeling it a rat-like profit
enterprise to delegitimize Croatian energy
transit and maintain its dependence on
Russian sources.
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HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Coalition Realignment: Prime Minister
Plenkovi¢ will likely expel the Homeland
Movement from the cabinet within weeks,
replacing them with IDS and the Posavec
group to project a moderate, pro-EU image.

* Energy Confrontation: Tensions with
Hungary over the Adria pipeline will
escalate to the European Commission, as
Croatia uses its transit monopoly to extract
political concessions from  Budapest
regarding Ukraine.

Transatlantic Shift: Europe will
accelerate the creation of a European
Defense Union as Rubio’s "Strategic
Emancipation" message sinks in, leading to
a permanent reduction in U.S. troop
levels on the continent.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a cabinet
reshuffle in Croatia and potential early
elections if Plenkovi¢ fails to secure centrist
support. Social unrest in Sarajevo may spread
to other Bosnian cities if systemic reform is
not immediate.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The JANAF
pipeline will become the primary transit
route for Central Europe, potentially leading
to a significant revenue windfall for the
Croatian state budget and increased regional
influence.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Greenland will
emerge as a major geopolitical flashpoint
between the U.S. and the EU as melting ice
opens new resource fields and the U.S.

pursues its "acquisition" interest.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The current geopolitical and domestic
landscape presents several acute risks to
stability.

* Risk of Croatian Government Collapse:
High Likelihood. Triggers: Departure of
HSLS and failure to negotiate with IDS.
Impact: Political paralysis during an energy
crisis. Mitigations: Immediate pivot to the
political center and distancing from far-
right rhetoric.

Energy Supply Disruption in Central
Europe: Medium Likelihood. Triggers:
Failure of Croatia and Hungary to agree on
JANAF  tariffs. Impact: Severe fuel
shortages and economic contraction in
Hungary/Slovakia. Mitigations: EU-
mediated transit agreement and tariff
standardization.

Regional Spillover of Bosnian Unrest:
Low-Medium Likelihood. Triggers: Violent
escalation of protests in Sarajevo. Impact:
Destabilization of the Dayton framework.
Mitigations: Rapid institutional reforms and
international oversight of canton finances.

Transatlantic Security Fracture:
Medium Likelihood. Triggers: Sudden U.S.
withdrawal from NATO commitments.
Impact: Potential for increased Russian
aggression in Eastern Europe. Mitigations:
Rapid buildup of European autonomous
military capacity.

Environmental Migration from Sea-
Level Rise: Long-term but certain.
Triggers: Total melting of the Greenland ice
sheet. Impact: 7.2m global sea level rise,
destroying coastal cities. Mitigations:
Unprecedented global carbon reduction
and infrastructure fortification.
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GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* Military Readiness: The transcripts
mention a transition to Western military
technology but provide no data on the
actual operational readiness of the
Croatian armed forces.

* Economic Impact of Energy Pivot: While
JANAF is discussed, the impact on
Croatian consumers of potentially losing
Hungarian energy cooperation is ignored.

* U.S.-Russia Backchannel Details: There
is speculation about a Trump-Putin peace
deal, but no concrete details on the
proposed territorial concessions in Ukraine.

* Public Health in Sarajevo: The protests
are framed as political, but the status of
injured protesters and the state of the
public health system in Bosnia remains
vague.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The Dabro "False Flag": One alternative
hypothesis is that the Dabro video was leaked
by Plenkovi¢’s own faction to create a
"principled" reason to break with the
Homeland Movement (DP), whose presence in
government has become an international
liability ahead of the Three Seas chairing. This
would allow for a more stable, EU-friendly
coalition without the "traitor" label from the
right.

Black Gate"
Escalation: What appears to be a bizarre
sports scandal involving hyaluronic acid
injections in ski jumping "Penis Gate" could
lead to a massive systemic corruption
investigation within the World Anti-Doping
Agency (WADA) and the IOC, revealing deep
technological doping practices that collapse

Swan Event: "Penis

trust in international
sponsorship markets.

sports and

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Accelerate procurement of U.S.
defense technology to align with Sec
State Rubio’s vision of self-reliant allies.

* Economic: Standardize JANAF tariffs to
EU norms to avoid being labeled a "rat
profiteer" and to secure long-term transit
contracts.

* Diplomatic: Use the chairing of the Three
Seas Initiative to solidify Croatia’s role as
the primary North-South energy corridor.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain: Diversify away from
Russian fossil fuel dependencies as the
Ukraine-Druzhba shutdown is permanent.

* Capital Allocation: Focus on Croatian IT
and Al startups, following the Farsir
Series A success, as the sector shows high
growth potential despite political volatility.

* Regulatory Compliance: Monitor for new
anti-Ustase and totalitarism legislation
which may impact corporate sponsorship of
traditional cultural events.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity is currently focused on
social sector reform and addressing court-
mandated adjustments to disability benefits,

alongside ongoing debates about
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environmental regulations and energy * Sarajevo Protests and Resignation:

transit policies. Prime Minister Nihad Uk resigns amid

massive protests over the death of a

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: student in a tram accident and systemic
°c Law on Inclusive Add-on (Inkluzivni corruption.

dodatak): Debate over funding backlogs

and administrative efficiency for the
disabled.

* JANAF Energy Leverage: Hungary and
Slovakia demand transit of Russian oil via

Croatia as Ukraine blocks the Druzhba
° Law on Personal Assistance: Under pipeline.

review by the Constitutional Court for
discriminatory provisions against single-
parent families.

e Startup Farsir Funding: Croatian Al

startup Farsir secures $7 million Series A

for financial planning software.
o Environmental Legislation (Sisak):

Proposals to limit the expansion of mega-
farms to protect local air quality and
residents' property rights.

* Personal Assistant Shortage: Critical
failure to provide services for the disabled

despite funding increases and legal

mandates.
* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: * Greenland Melting: Permafrost thaw and
o Ministerial Confirmation Hearing: sea-level rise risks highlighted in climate
Alen Ruzi¢ questioned by parliamentary research from the Arctic.
con}mittees on his strategic plan for « "Penis Gate" in Ski Jumping:
social care. Investigation into jumpers injecting penis
° Munich Security Conference fillers to manipulate suit measurements and
Pressers: Speeches by Marco Rubio gain aerodynamic advantages.

and Friedrich Merz outlining the new * African Fashion in Paris: Designer Gina

transatlantic realify. Dia gains global fame after Beyoncé wears
o Sarajevo Canton Press Conference: her Pell Vagabond brand.
Resignation of Nihad Uk and the * Insect Biomass Collapse: German
transfer of responsibility for the tram research reveals a 75% decline in insects
tragedy. threatening global food security and
biodiversity.
KEY STORIES * Norwegian Royal Scandal: Investigation
into the oldest son of the Crown Princess
e The Dabro Ustase Scandal: Minister over multiple rape allegations.

Josip Dabro caught on video singing songs
glorifying Ante Paveli¢, causing a coalition
crisis in Croatia.

* East Frisian Tea Rituals: UNESCO
heritage status for German tea culture and
its history in colonial trade.

*» Swiss High-Altitude Life: Life and
weather research at the Jungfraujoch
station at 3,500 meters.

* Marco Rubio’s Munich Doctrine: U.S.
Secretary of State declares the end of the
post-WWII order and demands European
defense emancipation.
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ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
https://blog. ltproject.org/announcing-our-
new-daily- -trends-on-capitol-hill-
media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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