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INDONESIA NAVIGATES A

STRATEGIC CONVERGENCE OF

HIGH-GROWTH ECONOMIC

ASPIRATIONS, RELIGIOUS MULTI-

POLARITY, AND ESCALATING

REGIONAL RISKS AMIDST

DECAYING DOMESTIC

INFRASTRUCTURE.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The  Indonesian  broadcasting  narrative  for

February 16, 2026, is dominated by the rare

convergence  of  major  religious

milestonesâ€”the  Chinese  New  Year  2577

(Year  of  the  Fire  Horse) and  the

approaching Ramadan 1447 H. This "double

holiday"  period  is  being  leveraged  by  the

Prabowo administration to project a message

of  national  unity  and  "Unity  with  Empathy,"

while  simultaneously  grappling  with  the

logistical strain of mass travel and significant

spikes  in  commodity  prices.  The

administration  is  attempting  to  reconcile

ambitious 8% economic growth targets with a

sobering reality:  a  stagnant  5% growth rate

and a declining corruption perception index,

which  the  state  media  frames  as  a

"contradictory face" of the nation.

Strategically,  the  day  marks  a  pivot  toward

"Sumitronomics," a  nationalist  economic

framework  intended  to  insulate  domestic

demand  from  global  shocks.  However,  this

posture  is  tested  by  high-stakes  tariff

negotiations with the United States, where a

19%  agreement  is  being  weighed  against

concessions for American goods. Domestically,

the government faces a crisis of competence

regarding  critical  infrastructure;  fatal

accidents caused by pervasive road damage in

Jabodetabek are being met with public outcry

and  legal  threats  against  officials.

Environmental  stability  is  further

compromised by  a  massive  chemical  spill  in

the  Cisadane  River,  highlighting  systemic

failures in industrial waste management.

Internationally,  the  Indonesian  media  is

intensely focused on the escalating US-Iran

flashpoint.  The  framing  of  Donald  Trump's

"regime change" rhetoric and aircraft carrier

deployments suggests a region on the brink of

a  "regional  war"  that  could  jeopardize  the

global  supply chain.  Indonesia is  positioning

itself as a supporter of Palestinian statehood

while  warily  eyeing  the  impact  of  Middle

Eastern instability on its own energy security

and  economic  stability.  The  undercurrent  of

the day is a tension between the "Year of the

Fire  Horse"  spirit  of  independence  and  the

hard realities  of  institutional  corruption and

infrastructure decay.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Religious  and  Cultural  Synchronicity:

The  simultaneous  celebration  of  Chinese

New Year and the lead-up to Ramadan has

created  a  unique  "national  harmony"

narrative, though it has also triggered 25%

surges in transit volume on the Wush high-

speed rail  and significant inflation in food

staples.

Ecological Crisis in West Java: A massive

fire at a chemical storage facility resulted

in  20 tons  of  pesticides leaching into  the

Cisadane  River,  causing  widespread  fish

kills  and  forcing  the  suspension  of  water

distribution to Tangerang residents.

Systemic Infrastructure Failure: A spate

of fatal accidents caused by road potholes

has led to a debate over legal liability for

government officials under Law No. 22 of

2009, with the public demanding criminal

prosecution for negligence.

High-Level  Corruption  Scandals: The

arrest  of  AKBP  Didik  Putra  Kuncoro,  a

former Police Chief, for possession of 16.3

grams  of  methamphetamine  and  alleged

links to drug syndicates, has deepened the

narrative  of  institutional  decay within  the

security apparatus.

Geopolitical  Economic  Rebalancing:

President  Prabowo  is  meeting  with

economic  ministers  to  finalize  trade

perimeters  with  the  U.S.,  specifically

negotiating a 19% tariff rate while seeking

exemptions  for  Indonesian  commodities

like palm oil and coffee.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed  Conflict  &  Militarization: The

Indonesian  perspective  on  the  Middle  East

emphasizes  the  threat  of  US-led  military

intervention  in  Iran.  Media  coverage

highlights the deployment of the USS Gerald

R. Ford and the potential for Iran to target US

bases in the Gulf, framing the situation as a

precursor to a wider regional conflict.

Climate  &  Extreme  Weather: Extreme

hydrometeorological  events  continue  to

plague Central Java, with ground movement in

Tegal displacing  thousands  and  flooding  in

Grobogan  and  Demak  paralyzing  the  North

Coast (Pantura) rail link between Jakarta and

Surabaya.

Critical  Infrastructure  Security: The

Jabodetabek  road  crisis has  moved  from  a

maintenance  issue  to  a  national  security

concern, with the government facing potential

lawsuits  for  failing  to  ensure  safe  transit,

leading  to  civilian  deaths  and  economic

disruption.

Diplomacy  &  Statecraft: Indonesia  is

pursuing a  "Unity  with  Empathy"  diplomatic

theme for 2026, attempting to balance its pro-

Palestinian  stance  with  the  pragmatic

necessity of maintaining stable trade relations

with a transactional Trump administration in

the US.

Tech  Sovereignty  &  AI: The  theme  of

Journalist Day 2026 centered on the impact of

AI on media integrity, with experts warning of

"homeless media" and the erosion of editorial

judgment due to over-reliance on algorithmic

content generation.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Paradox  of  "Sumitronomics": The

administration  is  promoting  a  nationalist

economic  vision  dubbed  Sumitronomics,

which  focuses  on  domestic  demand  and

pemerataan (equity). However, the transcripts

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=METROTV_20260216_210500_Top_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=METROTV_20260216_210500_Top_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=METROTV_20260216_050000_Metro_Siang
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=METROTV_20260216_053000_Metro_Siang
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=METROTV_20260216_053000_Metro_Siang
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=METROTV_20260216_210500_Top_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=METROTV_20260216_063000_Prioritas_Indonesia
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=METROTV_20260216_063000_Prioritas_Indonesia
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=METROTV_20260216_190000_Headline_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=METROTV_20260216_190000_Headline_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=METROTV_20260216_073000_Newsline
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=METROTV_20260216_073000_Newsline
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=METROTV_20260216_053000_Metro_Siang
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=METROTV_20260216_063000_Prioritas_Indonesia
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=METROTV_20260216_073000_Newsline
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=METROTV_20260216_000500_Editorial_Media_Indonesia


reveal a deep anxiety that this model is being

undermined  by  a  corruption-industrial

complex.  Editorial  segments  point  out  that

while  the  economy  grows  at  5%,  the

corruption index is falling, suggesting that ill-

gotten  gains  may  be  a  significant,  if  toxic,

driver of domestic consumption.

Institutional  Decay  vs.  Festive  Unity:

There  is  a  clear  effort  to  use  the  national

harmony of Imlek and Ramadan to mask deep

institutional  fractures.  The  coverage  of  the

AKBP Didik  drug case and  the  Cisadane

pollution serves  as  a  counter-narrative  of

state negligence. The public is being urged to

"empathize" with the state, even as the state

fails to provide basic safety in infrastructure

and environmental regulation.

The  Rise  of  "Homeless  Media"  and

Disinformation: A significant thematic pillar

is  the  vulnerability  of  the  Indonesian

information environment.  Analysts warn that

the scrolling culture and AI-driven content are

creating a "homeless" media landscape where

engagement is prioritized over truth, leading

to a "crisis of reputation" for state institutions

and public figures.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Indonesia is experiencing a period of latent

instability masked  by  religious  festivities.

The  primary  driver  of  domestic  unrest  is

economic  inequality,  manifested  in  the

soaring  prices  of  staples  like  chili  and  beef

ahead of Ramadan. This is exacerbated by the

perception  of  an  elite  that  is  "comfortable

with corruption." The KSPSI labor protests

in  Banten  and  Jakarta  indicate  a  growing

dissatisfaction  with  the  government's

handling of labor rights and the P3K status for

contract  workers,  which  they  view  as  a

bureaucratic hurdle to economic survival.

Institutional  decay is  evident in the security

sector,  where  high-ranking  officials  are

increasingly implicated in the drug trade. The

Didik  case is  not  framed  as  an  isolated

incident but as a symptom of a "comfortable

corruption"  culture  that  the  current

administration  is  struggling  to  purge.  The

government's mandate is further strained by

the  infrastructure  crisis;  the  inability  to

maintain roads in the capital region is being

interpreted  by  the  public  as  a  fundamental

failure  of  governance,  leading  to  calls  for

criminal accountability for state actors.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

Indonesia's  global  posture  is  currently

reactive and defensive. The "outside world"

is  framed as  a  source  of  high-risk  volatility,

particularly in the Middle East. The portrayal

of the US-Iran conflict suggests that Indonesia

fears a total collapse of regional stability that

would  disrupt  its  energy  supplies  and

economic  growth.  The state  media  adopts  a

skeptical tone toward US military movements,

characterizing  them as  "intimidasi  berkedok

diplomasi"  (intimidation  masked  as

diplomacy).

Simultaneously,  Indonesia  is  attempting  to

project  power  through  Syariah  Economic

Diplomacy. By hosting the Syariah Economic

Forum 2026, Indonesia is signaling its intent

to become a global hub for the halal industry,

though it  acknowledges it  is  currently being

outpaced  by  China,  which  paradoxically

dominates  the  Muslim  clothing  market.  The

state  is  actively  seeking  to  "protect  the

domestic market" from Chinese imports while

negotiating a delicate trade balance with the
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United  States  under  Trump's  transactional

foreign policy.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The Indonesian economy is characterized by a

"growth-corruption  trap,"  where  steady  GDP

growth  is  overshadowed  by  institutional

fragility and commodity volatility.

Growth Indicators: The administration is

targeting  8%  GDP  growth by  2028-2029,

though  current  performance  is  stalled  at

5%.  The  "fourth  quarter"  of  2025  saw

5.39% growth, which officials claim proves

the  effectiveness  of  domestic  demand

stimulus.

Currency and Trade: The Rupiah showed

minor appreciation (0.06%) in offshore NDF

markets,  trading  at  16,839  per  USD,

despite the closure of domestic markets for

the Imlek holiday.

Commodity  Inflation: Sharp  spikes  in

prices  for  chili  (rising  from  60k  to  100k

IDR/kg) and beef  (rising 17k IDR per kg)

are reported in markets from Luwu Utara

to  Bandung,  driven  by  Ramadan  demand

and supply chain disruptions.

Halal  Industry  Disparity: Despite  being

the world's largest Muslim-majority nation,

90%  of  the  domestic  Muslim  clothing

market is reportedly controlled by Chinese

manufacturers,  prompting  calls  for

protectionist  "Halal  Infrastructure"

reforms.

Digital  Infrastructure: Wush  high-speed

rail  reported  23,000  passengers  per  day

during  the  long  weekend,  indicating  high

consumer  demand  for  premium  transit

infrastructure.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The day's events highlight significant churn in

both  the  security  and  economic  leadership,

signaling an aggressive push for institutional

reform.

Purbaya  Yudi  Sadewa  (Minister  of

Finance): Emerging as a key figure in the

"clean-up"  of  the  Directorate  General  of

Taxation  and  Customs,  Sadewa  is  being

positioned as a reformist who is "shocking"

the  long-comfortable  corrupt  elements  of

the bureaucracy.

AKBP Didik Putra Kuncoro: A "loser" in

the current political environment, his arrest

and  dismissal serve  as  a  high-profile

example of the administration's attempt to

regain the public's trust in the police force.

Very  Juliantono  (Minister  of

Cooperatives): Tasked with spearheading

the National Model for Village Cooperative

Distribution,  a  cornerstone  of  the  new

economic equity (pemerataan) strategy.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  editorial  hierarchy  for  February  16  is

heavily weighted toward Religious Harmony

and National Unity.  The "Lead Stories" are

the  festive  preparations  for  Imlek  and  the

peaceful  overlap  with  Ramadan,  clearly

intended  to  present  a  stable,  multicultural

image  of  Indonesia  to  both  domestic  and

international audiences. However, the "Urgent

Stories"  that  receive  significant  airtime  are

the Middle East crisis and the AKBP Didik

drug scandal,  creating a disjointed viewing

experience that  toggles  between celebratory

nationalism and existential dread.
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Buried Stories: The KSPSI labor protests

and the specific details of the road accident

victims are minimized, likely to prevent the

narrative  of  religious  unity  from  being

overshadowed  by  class-based  grievances  or

government  negligence.  Conspicuous

Omissions: There is almost no mention of the

ongoing Papua conflict, despite the coverage

of  military  and  police  activities  elsewhere,

suggesting  a  deliberate  media  blackout  on

internal  separatist  threats  during  a  major

national holiday.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The day's  news portrays a world defined by

transactional  superpowers  and  resilient,  if

embattled, regional actors.

United States / Donald Trump: Framed

as a hostile and transactional force. His

threats against Iran are viewed as "brutal"

and "intimidating," while trade negotiations

are depicted as a high-stakes poker game

where Indonesia must fight for its interests.

Quote: "ancaman Trump ini... cuman rotasi"

(Trump's threats are just a rotation).

Iran / Ayatollah Khamenei: Portrayed as

resilient  and  defiant.  The  framing

suggests a nation that has "nothing to lose"

and is ready for a regional war to defend its

sovereignty.  Quote:  "Iran  pun  juga  siap

dengan opsi militer" (Iran is also ready with

military options).

Israel / "Zionists": Consistently framed as

a  villainous  and  corrupt actor,

particularly regarding the war in Gaza and

allegations  of  using  "illegal  thermal

weapons."  Quote:  "brutalitas  zonis  dalam

membantai  warga  Palestina"  (Zionist

brutality in massacring Palestinians).

China: Framed  as  a  dominant  but

opportunistic economic  actor.  While  a

partner,  China is  also seen as a threat to

domestic  industries  like  the  halal  textile

market.  Quote:  "90%  lebih...  baju-baju

muslim  kita  dikuasai  oleh  produsen  cina"

(Over  90%  of  our  Muslim  clothes  are

controlled by Chinese producers).

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Narrative Seeding of "Sumitronomics":

The  administration  is  actively  seeding  a

new economic meta-narrative centered on

the  legacy  of  Sumitro  Djojohadikusumo,

aiming  to  build  nationalist  support  for

protectionist trade policies.

AI  and  the  "Homeless  Media": A

significant portion of the day's discourse is

dedicated  to  the  threat  posed  by  AI  in

generating "fake" news and "doxing," with

analysts warning that Indonesian politics is

being  hijacked  by  paid  buzzers  (bazer-

bazer) who  weaponize  algorithmic

engagement.

State Spin on Corruption: The media is

attempting  to  frame  recent  corruption

arrests as a "success" of the administration,

while  simultaneously  acknowledging  that

"illicit spending" by corrupt officials may be

propping  up  the  very  GDP  growth  the

government touts.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Economic  Stagnation  Risk: If  the

administration  fails  to  decouple  economic

growth from corruption, the 8% target will

remain a "dream," leading to increased civil

unrest as commodity prices outpace wages.
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Middle  East  Escalation: A  US-Iran

conflict  will  likely  trigger  an  emergency

pivot in  Indonesian  foreign  policy,

potentially leading to energy rationing or a

formal  distancing  from  US  trade

agreements if oil prices spike.

Internal  Security  Crackdown: The

increasing  visibility  of  police  corruption

(Didik  case)  may  lead  to  a  sweeping

internal  purge or  a  restructuring  of  the

Polri  (National  Police)  under  direct

presidential  control  to  ensure  loyalty  and

public order ahead of the 2029 elections.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect significant

social tension and potential localized protests

as  food  prices continue  to  rise  through  the

start of Ramadan. The government will likely

announce  temporary  price  caps  or  market

operations (operasi pasar murah) to stave off

unrest.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): The  fallout

from the Cisadane chemical spill will lead to

new  industrial  regulations  and  potential

lawsuits, testing the judiciary's independence

against powerful corporate interests.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Indonesia will likely

double  down  on  its  halal  industry

sovereignty, attempting to forcibly claw back

market share from China through tariffs and

mandatory domestic production requirements,

potentially  sparking  trade  friction  within

ASEAN.

RISK ASSESSMENT

Regional  War  Contagion: Escalation

between the US and Iran could destabilize

the Strait of Hormuz. Triggers: A US strike

on  Iranian  nuclear  facilities  or  Iranian

drone attacks on US carriers. Likelihood:

Moderate.  Impact: Catastrophic  (global

energy crisis). Mitigations: Diversification

of  energy  sources  and  active  neutral

diplomacy.

Domestic  Infrastructure  Collapse:

Pervasive  road  damage  in  Jabodetabek

leads  to  a  mass  casualty  event  or  total

gridlock.  Triggers: Heavy  rainy  season

causing further erosion. Likelihood: High.

Impact: Moderate to High (economic loss,

loss  of  state  mandate).  Mitigations:

Immediate  emergency  funding  for  road

repair and "tough on corruption" audits for

public works projects.

Environmental  Health  Emergency:

Chemical  contamination  of  the  Cisadane

River enters the human food chain or long-

term  groundwater.  Triggers: Failure  of

water  treatment  facilities  to  filter  toxins.

Likelihood: Moderate.  Impact: High

(public  health  crisis).  Mitigations: Mass

testing  of  residents  and  suspension  of

industrial activity in affected zones.

Institutional  Legitimacy  Crisis: Public

perception that the state is a "mafia state"

due  to  police  involvement  in  drug

trafficking. Triggers: Another high-ranking

arrest.  Likelihood: Moderate.  Impact:

High  (Civil  unrest,  institutional  decay).

Mitigations: Independent oversight of the

security forces and transparency in judicial

proceedings.
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Commodity Price Shock: Hyper-inflation

of staples during Ramadan leads to bread

riots.  Triggers: Global  supply  chain

disruption  or  failed  local  harvests.

Likelihood: Moderate.  Impact: High

(political  instability).  Mitigations:

Expansion of the Market Operation (Pasar

Murah) programs.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The  transcripts  mention  Sumitronomics

but  fail  to  detail  how  this  model  will  be

funded  without  increasing  national  debt,

which  is  already  a  point  of  contention  in

trade negotiations.

There  is  a  complete  lack  of  reporting  on

Papua,  a  critical  internal  security

flashpoint,  suggesting  a  deliberate

sanitization  of  the  news  cycle  during  the

holidays.

While  the  chemical  spill is  covered,  the

specific  identity  of  the  corporation

responsible for the "taman tekno" facility is

omitted,  shielding  potentially  powerful

political donors.

The  transcripts  do  not  explain  the  "19%

tariff" figure in US negotiations, leaving it

unclear  if  this  is  a  victory  or  a  major

concession for the Prabowo administration.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The  "Potemkin  Growth"  Hypothesis: The

administration's push for 8% growth and the

focus on "Sumitronomics" may be a desperate

cover for an impending banking crisis or a

sovereign debt trap. The heavy emphasis on

domestic demand stimulus might be the only

thing  preventing  a  total  economic  collapse,

which  would  explain  the  administration's

obsessive focus on " Unity with Empathy."

The "Black Swan" - ISS De-orbit: While the

media focuses on the SpaceX ISS mission, a

sudden  technical  failure  or  an  act  of  space

warfare  could  lead  to  a  catastrophic  de-

orbiting event, shifting global attention away

from  regional  wars  and  triggering  a

worldwide aerospace crisis.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Establish  an  independent  "Infrastructure

Safety  Task  Force"  with  criminal  referral

powers  to  address  the  pothole  crisis  and

restore  public  trust  in  the  Ministry  of

Public Works.

Formalize the "Sumitronomics" framework

into  a  white  paper  to  provide  clarity  to

foreign  investors  and  trade  partners  like

the US.

Accelerate the Halal Certification process

for  domestic  SMEs  to  counter  Chinese

dominance in the Muslim clothing sector.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply  Chain  Risk: Manufacturers  in

West  Java  should  immediately  audit  their

water  sources  and  waste  management

protocols to avoid the regulatory backlash

following the Cisadane spill.

Energy  Sector  Opportunity: Invest  in

regional energy storage and renewables as

a hedge against Middle East volatility and

potential oil price shocks.
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Retail/Consumer  Goods: Capitalize  on

the  "Double  Holiday"  surge  by  securing

logistics  for  Ramadan,  but  prepare  for

price controls on staples.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  centered  on  anti-

corruption  reforms  and  labor  rights,  with  a

focus  on  the  controversial  KPK  (Corruption

Eradication Commission) laws.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Revision  of  Law  No.  22  of  2009: A

debate  on  toughening  the  criminal

liability of officials for road maintenance

failures.

RUU  Perampasan  Aset  (Asset

Forfeiture  Bill): Discussion  on

empowering  the  state  to  seize  illicit

gains without a prior criminal conviction

to combat money laundering.

Revision  of  the  KPK  Law  (2019):

Ongoing debate about whether the 2019

revisions  were  a  "Taliban"  plot  or  a

necessary  reform to  ensure the KPK is

not a "state within a state."

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Syariah  Economic  Forum  2026: A

high-level  summit  to  define  Indonesia's

strategy for halal industry dominance.

KSPSI Labor Anniversary: A platform

for labor leaders to demand P3K status

for all contract teachers.

Poldametro  Jaya  Press  Briefing:

Announcing  the  deployment  of  453

personnel to secure Imlek celebrations.

KEY STORIES

Imlek  2577  and  Ramadan  1447  H

Convergence: Nationwide celebrations  of

the  Chinese  New  Year  overlap  with  the

lead-up  to  Ramadan,  themed  "National

Harmony."

Cisadane River Chemical Spill: 20 tons

of  pesticides  leach  into  the  river  in  West

Java  after  a  warehouse  fire,  killing  mass

fish and halting water distribution.

AKBP  Didik  Putra  Kuncoro  Arrest:

Former Police Chief arrested in Tangerang

for possession of 16.3 grams of meth; faces

potential life imprisonment.

Fatal Potholes in Jabodetabek: Multiple

fatal accidents caused by road damage lead

to public  outcry and legal  threats against

the Ministry of Public Works.

Wush  Transit  Surge: High-speed  rail

reports  record  23,000  daily  passengers

during the long holiday weekend.

Sumitronomics  Economic  Policy:

President  Prabowo promotes  a  nationalist

economic  model  focusing  on  domestic

demand to counter global volatility.

US-Iran  Tensions: Coverage  of  Trump's

regime  change  rhetoric  and  carrier

deployments in the Middle East.

Gaza  "Thermal  Weapon"  Allegations:

Claims by Al-Jazeera that Israeli forces are

using  US-supplied  thermal  weapons  that

"evaporate" bodies.

Tegal  Landslides: Ground  movement  in

Padasari, Tegal, displaces 2,400 people and

destroys 863 homes.

Grobogan Rail Flooding: Flooding of the

Tuntang  River  paralyzes  the  Jakarta-

Surabaya rail line.
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SMP Student Murder in Bandung: Two

minors  arrested  for  the  premeditated

murder of a classmate in a dispute over a

broken friendship.

SpaceX  Crew  Dragon  ISS  Mission:

Successful docking at the ISS carrying four

astronauts,  including  commander  Jessica

Mir.

Flying  Taxi  Development: Vertical

Aerospace  predicts  Dubai  will  launch

commercial flying taxis by the end of 2026.

Samsung  AI  Robot  Launch: Samsung

introduces  the  Bespoke  AI  Jet  Bot  Steam

Ultra  featuring  100-degree  steam

sterilization.

KSPSI Anniversary: Labor union protests

in  Banten  demanding  better  status  for

contract teachers and workers.

Chinese  Hegemony  in  Halal  Textiles:

Reports that 90-99% of Indonesian Muslim

clothing is manufactured in China.

Pawai  Taaruf  in  Bekasi: Thousands  of

residents  participate  in  a  parade  to

welcome Ramadan.

Hotel Theft Specialist Arrested: A thief

identified as NW arrested for stealing from

high-end  hotels  like  the  Borobudur  and

Ayana.

Stranded Whale in Ogan Komering Ilir:

A  10-meter  whale  successfully  rescued

after being stranded in shallow waters.

LPG  3kg  Scarcity: Long  queues  for

subsidized gas in Jambi as prices spike to

30,000 IDR per cylinder.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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