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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February  16,  2026,  serves  as  a  high-stakes

juncture  for  Lithuanian  national  identity,  as

the  state  commemorates  its  independence

while navigating a complex matrix of external

aggression  and  internal  institutional  stress.

The  day  is  dominated  by  the  synthesis  of

historical  resistance  narratives—centered  on

the legacy of partisan leader Jonas Žemaitis-

Vytautas—with  contemporary  security

imperatives.  The  "Radarom"  campaign  for

Ukraine,  which  has  exceeded  1.1  million

Euros in  public  contributions,  highlights  a

society  highly  mobilized  against  Russian

expansionism,  even  as  EU  leadership

acknowledges  that  propaganda  and  hybrid

attacks continue to target European cohesion.

Geopolitically,  the  environment  is  fracturing

along  ideological  lines.  While  European

Parliament  President  Roberta  Metsola

reaffirmed the unity of a "Europe of equals,"

the  emergence  of  a  Trump-aligned  US

diplomatic posture toward Hungary threatens

this  consensus.  US  Senator  Marco  Rubio’s

visit to Budapest to signal support for Viktor

Orban suggests  a  deepening  rift  within  the

Western  alliance  regarding  Russia  and

Ukraine.  Simultaneously,  the  two-year

anniversary of Alexei Navalny's death brought

explosive new allegations from five European

governments regarding the use of epibatidine,

a  toxin  derived  from  Amazonian  frogs,

signaling  that  Russia’s  prohibited  chemical

weapons program remains active and lethal.

Domestically, Lithuania faces a significant test

of its anti-corruption framework. The Special

Investigation  Service  (STT)  conducted  high-

profile  raids  on  the  offices  and  homes  of

prominent political figures, including Saulius

Skvernelis  and  Kazys  Starkevičius,  in

connection with the Foxpay and Plant Service

investigations.  This  domestic  instability,

occurring  on  the  national  holiday,  creates  a

stark contrast between the state’s aspirational

values and the reality of elite-level regulatory

risk. The day concludes with a focus on "Tech

Sovereignty,"  as  Lithuanian  scientists  pivot

toward laser communications and autonomous

drone  defense to  offset  traditional  military

asymmetries.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Security  and  Hybrid  Warfare

Escalation 

The  revelation  by  five  European

governments  (UK,  Germany,  Netherlands,

France,  Sweden)  that  Alexei  Navalny was

likely  poisoned  with  epibatidine

underscores  a  continued  Russian  reliance

on unconventional weapons.
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NATO leadership,  represented by  General

Remigijus  Baltrėnas,  noted  that  while

European defense spending is reaching the

2% GDP floor,  the  alliance  still  struggles

with  doctrinal  adaptation  to  drone-

saturated battlefields.

The  Lithuanian  "Radarom"  initiative

continues  to  demonstrate  high  civic

engagement,  raising  significant  funds  for

Ukrainian  air  defense despite  economic

headwinds.

Institutional  Integrity  and

Corruption Crisis 

The  "Foxpay"  investigation  has  expanded

into  the  political  sphere,  with  STT  raids

targeting the leader of the Democrats "For

Lithuania,"  Saulius  Skvernelis,  and

Conservative MP Kazys Starkevičius.

The case involves allegations of large-scale

bribery within the State Plant Service for

the  issuance  of  transit  certificates,

potentially  facilitating  smuggling

operations.

The  release  of  suspect  Wilhelm  from

custody  after  16  months  of  detention

highlights  the  protracted  nature  of  these

high-stakes judicial proceedings.

Transatlantic  Alignment  and Bloc

Politics 

The Trump administration’s active support

for  Viktor  Orban,  voiced  through  Senator

Marco Rubio, signals a potential US pivot

away from mainstream EU security policy if

current political trends hold.

Roberta Metsola’s visit to Vilnius served as

a strategic  counter-narrative,  emphasizing

EU  commitment  to  democratic  resilience

and defense of the public broadcaster (LRT)

against government interference.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed  Conflict  &  Militarization:  The

Lithuanian military is aggressively integrating

"dual-use"  technologies,  such  as  laser-based

satellite  communications to  ensure

connectivity in jammed environments. General

Baltrėnas  warned  that  Russia’s  defense

industry is expanding faster than anticipated,

necessitating a more rapid European military

buildup.

Information  Warfare  &  Disinformation:

The launch of the "Z Planet" educational game

designed  to  teach  propaganda  techniques

reflects  a  state-wide  strategy  to  build

cognitive  resilience  in  the  population.

Concurrently, Lithuanian leaders warned that

Russia’s  new  "History  of  Lithuania"

monograph is an ideological weapon intended

to delegitimize Baltic statehood.

Legal  Warfare  &  Regulatory  Risk:  The

domestic corruption scandal involving Foxpay

and the Plant Service represents a critical test

of  Lithuania's  regulatory  oversight.  The

implication  of  former  Prime  Minister

Skvernelis  suggests  that  the  reputational

damage to  the  political  elite  could  facilitate

populist gains.

Diplomacy  &  Statecraft:  The  diplomatic

focus  is  bifurcated  between  celebrating

historical  ties—such  as  the  1918  Act’s

preservation in Berlin—and managing current

tensions  with  Hungary  over  Russian  energy

imports.  The  US  role  in  the  region  is

increasingly  viewed  through  a  lens  of

skepticism  due  to  the  unpredictability  of

Trump-era policies.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Weaponization of History: Lithuania is

actively  using  historical  commemoration  to

fortify  its  modern  security  posture.  By

elevating  Jonas  Žemaitis  to  the  rank  of

Partisan  General,  the  state  is  codifying  a

narrative of continuous, legitimate resistance.

This historical continuity is framed as a direct

defense against Russia's hibrid efforts to re-

incorporate  the  Baltics  into  a  "Soviet  2.0"

sphere of influence.

Technological  Asymmetry  and  Defense

Innovation: There is a growing trend toward

"Tech  Sovereignty."  The  Fizinių  ir

Technologijos  Mokslų  Centras  (FTMC)  is

leading  projects  in  textile  and  laser

technologies specifically  for  the  defense

sector. This reflects a strategic realization that

small nations must dominate niche high-tech

sectors,  like  quantum-resistant  cryptography

and autonomous antidrone systems, to remain

viable  against  a  numerically  superior

adversary.

The  Fragility  of  the  Anti-Russian  Bloc:

The  reports  highlight  a  growing  fracture

within  the  EU/NATO  consensus.  While

Lithuania pushes for a total ban on Russian oil

shipping,  members  like  Greece  and  Malta

resist  due  to  the  impact  on  their  maritime

industries.  The  US  Republican  support  for

Orban,  who  refuses  to  send  weapons  to

Ukraine,  serves as a "Black Swan" indicator

for the future of the alliance.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Elite Infighting and Judicial Pressure: The

Lithuanian  political  landscape  is  currently

paralyzed  by  the  Foxpay  investigation.  The

raids on Skvernelis and Starkevičius indicate

that the anti-corruption mandate of the STT is

being applied at the highest levels, creating a

climate  of  extreme  partisan  volatility.

Skvernelis’s  defense—that  he  is  responsible

for the party but not the individual crimes of

advisors—is  a  high-risk  strategy  that  could

lead to his political marginalization.

Societal  Cohesion vs.  Migration Anxiety:

Despite  the  nationalistic  fervor  of

Independence  Day,  there  is  significant

underlying anxiety regarding migration from

Central  Asia.  Security  officials  warned  of

potential  radicalization and the formation of

"ghettos,"  suggesting  that  the  government's

liberal  labor  migration  policies  are

increasingly at odds with its national security

rhetoric.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

Hostile  Threat  Matrix  Framing:  The

"outside  world"  is  portrayed  as  an

increasingly dangerous environment. Russia is

framed  as  a  regime  of  "ogres" that  uses

chemical toxins and bombardment to achieve

its  goals.  The  EU is  framed as  a  principled

ally,  though  one  prone  to  bureaucratic

slowness and internal dissent from members

like Hungary.

Strategic  Maneuverability:  Lithuania  is

attempting  to  project  power  through  its

leadership  in  Japan-Lithuania  relations and

physical  presence  in  EU  decision-making.

However,  the  state  remains  defensively

reactive  to  US  political  shifts,  with  deep

concerns  that  a  Trump  return  would  force

Lithuania to choose between Washington and

Brussels on climate and trade.
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THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Russia's  economy  is  showing  signs  of

"freezing" as revenues from oil and gas reach

only approximately 1 billion Euros monthly, a

threefold  decrease  from  the  previous  year.

However,  significant  loopholes  remain;

Russian  steel  and  fertilizers  continue  to

generate  2  billion  Euros  annually for  the

Kremlin,  as  these  sectors  are  not  yet  fully

sanctioned.  Lithuania’s  domestic  economy is

facing challenges from labor shortages, with

the  IMF recommending  the  annual  entry  of

2,000 migrants to maintain the labor market,

a  policy  meeting  resistance  from  security

services.

Key Economic Vectors 

Energy  Sanctions:  Proposals  for  a  total

ban  on  maritime  shipping  services for

Russian  oil  are  being  blocked  by  Greece

and Malta to protect their shipping fleets.

Trade Loopholes: Russian helium exports,

though  banned  in  the  EU,  are  reportedly

entering  the  market  via  China in  small

quantities.

Commodity  Prices:  The  price  gap

between  Brent  and  Russian  Urals  oil  has

widened  to  10-12  dollars per  barrel

following new sanctions, though the effect

is often temporary.

Domestic  Financial  Crime:  The  Foxpay

case involves the alleged legalization of 17

million  Euros through  illicit  financial

schemes.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The current environment is characterized by

significant legal and political purges, with the

"losers"  primarily  located  in  the  traditional

conservative and democratic leadership, while

"winners"  include  the  judiciary  and  EU-

aligned technocrats.

Saulius  Skvernelis:  Under  high  stress

following STT raids on his home and office;

his  political  viability  is  severely

compromised by the Foxpay scandal.

Kazys  Starkevičius:  Has  suspended  his

membership in the Conservative party (TS-

LKD) following his designation as a "special

witness" in the bribery case.

Wilhelm  (Foxpay  case):  Released  from

custody by the court, signaling a shift in the

investigation's  focus toward  political

enablers.

Herman  Haluščinko:  Former  Ukrainian

Energy  Minister,  sulaikytas  (detained)

while attempting to flee Ukraine following

corruption charges at Energoatom.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The editorial focus of LRT on February 16 is

overwhelmingly nationalistic and celebratory,

with Lead Stories dedicated to February 16

ceremonies,  the  partisan  legacy  of  Jonas

Žemaitis,  and  Roberta  Metsola’s  visit.  The

Navalny poisoning and STT raids were the

secondary priorities, though they provided the

most  significant  "hard  news"  of  the  day.

Buried Stories include the logistical details

of senior home shortages in Pakruojis and the

controversy over expanding regional parks at

the expense of agricultural land. The tone is

defiant  and  analytical,  intended  to  reassure

the  public  of  the  state's  durability  while

acknowledging  the  gravity  of  the  Russian

threat.  Conspicuous  omissions  include

detailed  reporting  on  the  specific

radicalization  triggers within  the  Central

Asian  migrant  community,  which  was

mentioned only in vague, alarmist terms.
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GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The  global  arena  is  framed  as  a  struggle

between  "European  values"  of  equality  and

transparency against "Imperial" regimes that

rely on force and deceit.  There is  a  distinct

effort  to  portray  Lithuania  as  a  "Frontline

State" that is both a victim of history and a

leader in future technologies.

COUNTRIES 

Lithuania:  Framed  as  strong,  principled,

and  technologically  innovative,  yet

internally  vulnerable  to  corruption.  The

state is  "forged in the fires of  history"  to

resist empires.

Russia:  Portrayed  as  a  "chaotic  and

corrupt"  foe  that  has  not  ceased  its

chemical weapons program. It is "large but

economicially stagnant."

Ukraine:  Depicted  as  a  heroic  but

corruption-plagued partner.  The  detention

of Haluščinko shows a state struggling with

its own "demons" even during war.

Hungary:  Framed as  a  "fracturing"  state

where the leadership (Orban) is prioritizing

Russian energy over European unity.

LEADERS 

Vladimir  Putin:  Explicitly  framed  as  a

"murderer" (žudikas)  whose  regime  uses

Amazonian toxins against opponents.

Roberta  Metsola:  Portrayed  as  a

principled,  strong  friend  of  the  Baltics,

advocating for "dignity and freedom."

Donald  Trump:  Framed  as  an

unpredictable  and  anti-climate  disruptive

force whose  return  could  dismantle  the

"Green Deal" and NATO cohesion.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Lithuania  is  operating  in  a  state  of  high-

intensity  cognitive  warfare.  The  state  has

identified  Russia's  monograph  "History  of

Litvi" as a deliberate ideological provocation.

To counter this, the government is seeding the

narrative  of  Jonas  Žemaitis  as  a  legitimate

head of  state to provide legal  and historical

bedrock  for  current  sovereignty  claims.  A

"delta" exists between the media's celebratory

February  16  tone  and  the  satirical,  cynical

coverage of  political  corruption raids,  which

suggests a public that is increasingly skeptical

of its own elite even as it remains resolutely

anti-Russian.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Political  Realignment:  The  Foxpay

scandal  will  likely  lead to  the collapse or

severe fragmentation of Skvernelis’s party,

potentially benefiting more radical populist

or  hardline nationalist  factions before the

next election.

Chemical  Weapons  Escalation:  The

Navalny toxin report will  be used to push

for  a  new,  severe  sanctions  package

targeting  the  Russian  chemical  industry

and any remaining diplomatic channels in

the OPCW.

Migration  Policy  Reversal:  Growing

security  warnings  about  radicalization  in

the  Central  Asian  community will  likely

force  the  Lithuanian  government  to

implement  much  stricter  quotas  and

language requirements within the next 6-12

months.
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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a wave of

resignations  or  "suspensions"  within  the

Lithuanian  Parliament  as  the  STT  Foxpay

investigation  produces  more  "special

witnesses." Public  protest  against  the

expansion of regional parks may intensify in

rural areas.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Lithuania will

launch  its  first  sovereign  small  satellite as

part of its defense-tech pivot. The "Radarom"

campaign  will  likely  transition  from  air

defense to providing electronic warfare suites

for Ukrainian frontlines.

Long  Term (1-5  Years):  If  US  Republican

support  for  Orban  continues,  Lithuania  may

lead a "Northern Bloc" (Baltics/Nordics) that

seeks deeper independent defense integration

within  the  EU,  potentially  bypassing  NATO

structures if US commitment wavers.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The  convergence  of  corruption  scandals,

hybrid  attacks,  and  fracturing  alliances

creates  a  high-risk  environment  for  the

Lithuanian state.

Risk:  Destabilization  of  the  Political

System.  Triggers:  Further  high-level

arrests  in  the  Foxpay  case.  Likelihood:

High.  Impact:  Extreme.  Mitigations:

Transparent  judicial  proceedings  and  a

clear  "firewall"  between  party  leadership

and criminal suspects.

Risk:  Russian  Hybrid  Escalation.

Triggers: The 2nd anniversary of Navalny's

death  and  February  16  celebrations.

Likelihood:  Very  High.  Impact:  Moderate

(narrative-driven).  Mitigations:  State-

sponsored  media  literacy  campaigns and

cyber hardening of public broadcasters.

Risk:  Fracture  of  EU  Oil  Sanctions.

Triggers: Economic pressure on Greece and

Malta  shipping.  Likelihood:  Moderate.

Impact: High (financial lifeline for Russia).

Mitigations: EU-level subsidies for affected

shipping sectors.

Risk:  Domestic  Social  Unrest  over

Migration. Triggers: A radicalization event

or  crime  involving  migrants  from Central

Asia. Likelihood: Low to Moderate. Impact:

High.  Mitigations:  Accelerated  language

and integration programs.

Risk:  Energy  Infrastructure

Vulnerability.  Triggers:  Russian  attacks

on Ukrainian energy nodes spilling over or

causing  blackouts  in  the  BRELL  ring.

Likelihood:  Moderate.  Impact:  Extreme.

Mitigations:  Rapid  synchronization  with

Western European power grids.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The transcripts do not explain the specific

funding  sources  for  the  "Z  Planet"

game, which is critical for determining its

impartiality.

There  is  a  complete  lack  of  counter-

perspectives  from  the  migrant

community regarding  the  security

service's allegations of "radicalization."

The  economic  feasibility  of  the  laser-

defense pivot is not detailed, particularly

regarding the long-term maintenance costs

for a small nation.
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The status of the Belarusian opposition

in Vilnius, a major factor in local security,

was  conspicuously  absent  from  the  day's

reports.

The  specifics  of  the  Amazonian  frog

toxin's  origin (epibatidine)  and  how  it

reached Russia were not substantiated with

forensic trail data.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The  "Controlled  Opposition"  Hypothesis:

The STT raids on Skvernelis and Starkevičius,

occurring  on  February  16,  could  be  a

performative display of  institutional strength

rather  than  a  deep  cleaning,  intended  to

satisfy EU anti-corruption requirements while

protecting the core of the ruling coalition.

The  "Orban-Rubio"  Ruse:  The  US

Republican  support  for  Orban  might  be  a

strategic distraction designed to force the

EU to  take  more  financial  responsibility  for

Ukraine,  rather  than a genuine shift  toward

pro-Russian sentiment.

Black Swan Event:  A  kinetic  strike on a

Lithuanian  data  center using  an

autonomous  drone,  potentially  blamed  on

"radicalized migrants," which triggers a state

of  emergency,  suspends  the  ongoing

corruption  trials,  and  facilitates  a  hardline

nationalist consolidation of power.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Accelerate  the  deployment  of  the

independent  satellite  network to  mitigate

risks of US isolationism.

Lobby for a "total  sector" ban on Russian

exports  (helium, fertilizers,  steel)  to  close

the 2 billion Euro loophole.

Formalize the status of partisan leaders like

Jonas  Žemaitis  in  international  law

documents to strengthen the legal basis for

reparations claims.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Regulatory  Compliance:  Re-evaluate  all

logistics and transit contracts involving the

State Plant Service to avoid entanglement

in the Foxpay scandal.

Supply  Chain  Resilience:  Invest  in

quantum-resistant  encryption as  Russian

hybrid  actors  target  Lithuanian  digital

infrastructure.

Opportunity:  High  growth  potential  in

dual-use  laser  and  drone  technologies as

state funding for FTMC projects increases.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance  activity  was  centered  on  anti-

corruption  enforcement  and  the  defense  of

public  institutions,  with  significant  debates

regarding  the  management  of  the  national

broadcaster  and the legal  status  of  partisan

resistance.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

LRT Governance  Reform:  A  proposal

by  a  group  of  MPs  to  alter  the

management  of  the public  broadcaster;

currently  facing  a  counter-resolution

regarding threats to democracy.

Regional Park Expansion Schema:  A

plan  to  increase  Panemunių  Regional

Park  area by  2.5  times,  which  would

restrict intensive agriculture.
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HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

President  Nausėda  February  16

Address:  Emphasized  Lithuania's

irreversible  choice  for  the  West and

European integration.

Roberta  Metsola  Press  Conference:

Addressed Russian propaganda and the

resilience of Baltic democracy.

Marco Rubio/Viktor  Orban Meeting:

A  diplomatic  event  signaling  US

Republican  alignment with  Hungarian

nationalism.

KEY STORIES

Life  and  Death  of  Jonas  Žemaitis-

Vytautas:  A  comprehensive  biographical

report  detailing  his  leadership  of  the

Lithuanian  resistance,  his  appointment  as

Partisan  General,  and  his  eventual

execution in Moscow’s Butyrka prison.

The  Foxpay  Corruption  Scandal:

Detailed  reporting  on  the  STT  raids on

Saulius  Skvernelis  and  MP  Kazys

Starkevičius, involving 17 million Euros and

bribery in the Plant Service.

Navalny  Amazonian  Poisoning  Report:

Five  European  governments  claim

epibatidine (frog toxin) was used by Russia

to  assassinate  Navalny,  citing  a  secret

chemical weapons program.

Radarom Campaign Success: The public

initiative  for  Ukraine  has  raised  over  1.1

million Euros for military technology as of

February 16.

Laser  and  Space  Tech  Initiative:  The

FTMC  is  developing  autonomous  laser

communications to  prevent  jamming  by

Russian forces in satellite orbits.

US-Hungary  Rapprochement:  Marco

Rubio signals US support for Orban during

a  Budapest  visit,  highlighting  friction

within NATO.

EU Oil Shipping Ban Debate: EU efforts

to ban shipping services for Russian oil are

stalled  by  internal  dissent  from

Mediterranean members.

Haluščinko  Corruption  Arrest:  Former

Ukrainian  Energy  Minister  detained  on

charges  of  laundering  112  million  dollars

through Energoatom.

February  16  State  Awards:  President

Nausėda  awards  nearly  40  individuals,

including  physical  scientists  and  neonatal

specialists, for contributions to the state.

Central  Asian  Migration  Warnings:

Security  services  warn  that  over  100,000

migrants in  Lithuania  lack  clear  status,

posing a radicalization risk.

Battle of Seda History: Historical look at

the  resistance  against  the  Red  Army in

1944,  emphasizing  the  sacrifice  of  the

Tėvynės Apsaugos Rinktinė.

Z Planet Propaganda Game:  VU TSPMI

academics  launch  a  board  game to  train

students  to  identify  and  counter

disinformation.

Senior  Care  Crisis  in  Pakruojis:  The

region is opening new senior homes as the

population ages and death rates quadruple

birth rates.

Panemunių  Regional  Park  Dispute:

Farmers  protest  a  2.5x  expansion of

protected areas, fearing loss of agricultural

viability.

Space Pioneer Saulius Lapienis:  Profile

of  the  scientist  who  facilitated  the  first

Lithuanian satellites in 2014 and continues

advocating for aerospace tech.
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Basanavičius  Sodyba  Reconstruction:

The historical home of the "Patriarch of the

Nation" is  being  preserved  with  an  oak

grove of 9,000 trees.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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