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DAY

-A-GLANCE: A CRITICAL CONVERGENCE OF INTERNAL

LEGAL WARFARE & EXTERNAL GEOPOLITICAL UNCERTAINTY

DOMESTIC CRISIS: CORRUPTION
SCANDAL & ELITE ACCOUNTABILITY

ARREST OF FORMER ENERGY MINISTER HERMAN
HALUSHCHENKO: ‘OPERATION MIDAS' INVESTIGATION
REVEALS $112 MILLION LAUNDERED FROM STATE ENERGY
ENTERPRISES THROUGH OFFSHORE FUNDS (ANGUILLA).
HALUSHCHENKO CAUGHT FLEEING TO WARSAW. SPARKS
FIERCE DEBATE ON ELITE ACCOUNTABILITY & INFLUENCE OF
‘SHADOW OLIGARCHS' LIKE TYMUR MINDICH.

KYIV HEATING CRISIS:

INTERNATIONAL GEOPOLITICAL SHIFTS: ‘POST-AMERICAN’ SECURITY

RUSSIAN AGGRESSION
& DISINFORMATION
*

MUNICH SECURITY CONFERENCE:
‘TRANSACTIONAL’ SHIFT

WEAPONIZATION OF
ENERGY & ECONOMY

SOBERING OUTLOOK. U.S. SEC. OF STATE
RUBIO SIGNALS POTENTIAL SHIFT
TO TRANSACTIONAL RELATIONSHIP.

EUROPEAN LEADERS (MACRON,
MERTZ) URGENTLY DISCUSS
EUROPEAN NUCLEAR UMBRELLA
INDEPENDENT OF NATO.

U.S. MOVES TOWARD
ISOLATIONIST POSTURE.

NAVALNY ASSASSINATION
CONFIRMED: SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE
OF EPIBATIDINE (FROG VENOM) TOXIN.
TENSIONS HEIGHTENED.

RUSSIAN ‘DIGITAL SIEGE':
ROSKOMNADZOR SLOWS TELEGRAM,
CREATING MILITARY PANIC.
MOVE TOWARD ‘DIGITAL
CONCENTRATION CAMP".

ECONOMIC WAR OF ATTRITION.
RUSSIA'S "YUANIZATION’ DUE TO
SANCTIONS.

UKRAINE'S ENERGY CORRUPTION
OF POWER WORKERS'.

INDIA'S PIVOT AWAY FROM RUSSIAN
OIL THREATENS ‘PETRODOLLAR’ RENT.

VIEWED AS BETRAYAL OF ‘HEROISM

DOMESTIC CRISIS: CATASTROPHIC
HEATING & INFRASTRUCTURE FAILURE

REPEATED RUSSIAN STRIKES ON

CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE (DARNYTSIA TPP) LEAVE OVER
1,400 BUILDINGS WITHOUT HEAT IN SUB-ZERO TEMPERATURES.

LOCAL AUTHORITIES ADMIT WINTER PREPARATION FAILURES.
THOUSANDS RELY ON ‘POINTS OF INVINCIBILITY’ AND
HUMANITARIAN AID FROM POLAND.

ERA & GLOBAL POSTURE

GENEVA ENERGY TALKS &
GLOBAL DYNAMICS

FIRST REPORTS OF ENERGY-
FOCUSED PEACE TALKS IN GENEVA.
ANALYSTS VIEW AS RUSSIAN
STALLING TACTIC.

CHINA PLAYS ‘DOUBLE GAME':
HUMANITARIAN AID TO UKRAINE VS.
FINANCIAL & DUAL-USE SUPPORT
FOR RUSSIA'S HYPERSONIC MISSILE

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS, THEMES & FUTURE OUTLOOK

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

INSTITUTIONAL PURGES VS.
PROTECTION:

HALUSHCHENKO ARREST & SBU
INVESTIGATION INTO IHOR
KRYVETSKYI SUGGEST VOLATILE
SECURITY ENVIRONMENT.
CRITICS FEAR SBU USED T0
SILENCE DISSENT WHILE
PRESIDENT'S OFFICE PURGES
FOR WESTERN CONFIDENCE.

RISK ASSESSMENT &
KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

& CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE

KVIV HEATING DEFICIT CRITICAL,

SHIFT TO DECENTRALIZED ‘MINI-BOILER
SYSTEMS & NEW ANTI-DRONE
PROTECTION STRATEGIES.

LEGAL WARFARE &
REGULATORY RISK:

'OPERATION MIDAS' STRESS TESTS
ANTI-CORRUPTION ARCHITECTURE
(NABU/SAP).

HOUSING CODE DEBATES ON
PROPERTY RIGHTS & VETERAN
HOUSING.

INFORMATION WARFARE:
RUSSIAN ‘DOPPELGANGER'
DISINFORMATION CAMPAIGN IN
POLAND & DOMESTIC TELEGRAM
DISRUPTION.

&

SOCIETAL FRACTURE UNDER
FREEZING CONDITIONS:

CIVILIAN POPULATION IN KYIV &
KHARKIV UNDER EXTREME STRESS.
PROLONGED HEATING OUTAGES
CREATE NARRATIVE OF STATE
FAILURE EXPLOITED BY RUSSIAN
PROPAGANDA.

qi}_

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT &
RECOMMENDATIONS

FUTURE OUTLOOK (TIMELINE):
SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS): POTENTIAL KYIV
EVACUATIONS, LEGAL FALLOUT & CIVIL UNREST.

MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS): TEMPORARY
‘ENERGY PEACE' IN GENEVA (STALLING TACTIC),
RUSSIAN 'MAX' MESSENGER LAUNCH.

LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS): UKRAINE'S ALLIANCE
RESTRUCTURING (CENTRAL EUROPEAN BLOC),
ENERGY SOVEREIGNTY VIA NUCLEAR.

RECDMMENDATIONS & IMPLICATIONS:
FOR STATECRA!

TRANSITION TO FDRTRESS UKRAINE' MODEL
WITH DECENTRALIZED SYSTEMS, PIVOT
TOWARD CENTRAL EUROPEAN ALLIANCE.
IMMEDIATE TRANSPARENCY IN ENERGY
PROCUREMENT.

FOR PRIVATE SECTOR: INVEST IN MOBILE/
OFF-GRID ENERGY SYSTEMS & DEFENSE TECH.
PREPARE FOR STRINGENT COMPLIANCE
CHECKS UNDER NEW LAWS.

KEY STORIES: HALUSHCHENKO ARREST ($100M+ LAUNDERED); KYIV FREEZES (1,400 BUILDINGS, POINTS OF INVINCIBILITY); NAVALNY POISONING
CONFIRMED (EPIBATIDINE); MUNICH ‘NUCLEAR' DEBATE; TELEGRAM BLOCKADE IN RUSSIA; MISSING CHILDREN OF OCCUPATION; JAPANESE
SECURITY PIVOT; SINGAPORE/LEE KUAN YEW MODEL COMPARISON; STARLINK 'WHITE LIST'

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP: HOUSING CODE UPDATE; ‘REARM EUROPE' PLAN (1.5M SHELLS), BILL 111-AM (CRIMINAL CODE FOR JUDGES); HALUSHCHENKO
DETENTION HEARING; KYIV CITY ADMINISTRATION ENERGY BRIEFING; GENEVA TRILATERAL SUMMIT (SECRET PROTOCOLS DISCUSSIONS).
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UKRAINE FACES A DUAL CRISIS OF
INSTITUTIONAL CORRUPTION AND
INFRASTRUCTURE COLLAPSE AMID
SHIFTING WESTERN SECURITY
GUARANTEES.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 16, 2026, was defined by a critical
convergence of internal legal warfare and
external geopolitical  uncertainty. The
dominant domestic story is the arrest and
charging of former Energy Minister Herman
Halushchenko in "Operation Midas," a
massive investigation into the laundering of
over $112 million from state energy
enterprises. Halushchenko’s attempt to flee
the country via train to Warsaw under the
guise of a multi-child father has ignited a
fierce debate over elite accountability and the
reach of "shadow oligarchs" like Tymur
Mindich within the current administration.
This scandal breaks as Kyiv and other major
cities suffer under a catastrophic heating
crisis following repeated Russian strikes on
critical infrastructure, leaving over 1,400
apartment buildings in the capital without
heat during a period of
temperatures.

sub-zero

Internationally, @ the Munich  Security
Conference has concluded with a sobering
outlook on the "post-American" security
architecture in Europe. The presence of U.S.
Secretary of State Mark Rubio signaled a
potential shift toward a more transactional
relationship  between  Washington  and
Brussels, prompting urgent
among EU leaders regarding a European
nuclear umbrella independent of NATO.
Concurrently, news of scientific confirmation
that Russian opposition leader Alexei
Navalny was assassinated using a rare frog
venom toxin has heightened tensions between
the West and the Kremlin, even as the first
reports of energy-focused peace talks
emerge from Geneva.

discussions

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Operation Midas and the Fall of
Halushchenko: Former Energy Minister
Herman Halushchenko was detained at the
border and charged with participating in a
criminal organization that laundered $112
million through offshore funds in Anguilla.
The investigation suggests these funds
were diverted from essential energy sector
repairs during wartime.

* Kyiv Infrastructure Failure: A severe
heating deficit in Kyiv, particularly in the
Darnytskyi and Dniprovskyi districts, has
reached a critical point. Local authorities
admit that preparation for the winter
energy crisis may have failed, with
thousands of residents relying on "Points of
Invincibility" and humanitarian aid from
Poland.
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* The Munich "Transactional" Shift: U.S.
Secretary of State Mark Rubio’s remarks in
Munich emphasized that Europe must take
greater responsibility for its own defense,
leading to a push for European-made
weaponry and independent security
strategies as the U.S. moves toward a more
isolationist posture.

Navalny Poisoning Confirmed: Two years
after his death, independent laboratories
have identified epibatidine (a toxin from
Ecuadorian frogs) in his biological
materials, scientific evidence that
humanity's most prominent Kremlin critic
was systematically murdered by state
actors.

Russian Digital Siege: The Russian
government (Roskomnadzor) has begun a
significant slowdown of Telegram, creating
panic among its own military personnel
who rely on the platform for frontline
coordination, signaling a move toward a
total "digital concentration camp" modeled
after China’s firewall.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk

* The Operation Midas investigation
represents a significant stress test for
Ukraine's  anti-corruption  architecture
(NABU and SAP). The arrest of a former
high-ranking minister suggests a move
against entrenched corruption networks,
but critics question the timing and the
potential for political interference given the

* Legislative debates continue over the

Housing Code, with efforts to modernize
property rights and prioritize housing for
veterans and displaced persons, while
simultaneously attempting to end the
illegal privatization of service housing by
judges and prosecutors.

Critical Infrastructure Security

* The Kyiv heating crisis has highlighted

severe vulnerabilities in the capital's
centralized heating system. The Darnytsia
TPP strike has created a long-

with temperatures in some apartments
dropping to 7°C, forcing a shift toward
decentralized "mini-boiler" systems.

* A new strategy for anti-drone protection of

critical infrastructure is being
implemented, involving the creation of
localized, mobile air defense units managed
directly at the facility level.

Information Warfare & Disinformation

* Russian intelligence is conducting a

massive "Doppelganger" disinformation
campaign in Poland, aimed at souring
relations between Poles and Ukrainian
refugees by fabricating stories of crime and
military casualties.

The disruption of Telegram in Russia is
framed as a cyber-sovereignty measure,
with the Kremlin seeking to force users
onto state-controlled platforms like "Max,"
despite the operational damage to its own
military communications.

suspect's proximity to the President’s inner
circle.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Transition to a "Post-American"
Security Era
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A recurring theme is the anxiety over the
reliability of the United States as a security
guarantor. Analysts point to the "Munich
2026" shift, where European leaders like
Macron and Mertz openly discussed building
a European nuclear umbrella. This reflects a
strategic realization that internal U.S. political
dynamics may permanently alter its role in
NATO. The Ukrainian perspective remains
focused on the "Rearm Europe" plan, which
seeks to integrate Ukraine's frontline combat
experience with European industrial capacity

to counter Russian military persistence.
Weaponization of Energy and Economy

The conflict is increasingly viewed as an
economic war of attrition. Reports highlight
Russia's  "Yuanization," where China’s
currency is becoming the dominant medium
for Russian trade, albeit with severe
limitations as China avoids secondary
sanctions. Meanwhile, India’s pivot away from
Russian oil, encouraged by U.S. incentives and
the potential return of Venezuelan supply,
threatens the "petrodollar" rent that sustains
the Kremlin's war effort. Domestically, the
corruption scandal in the energy sector
(Halushchenko case) is seen as a betrayal of
the "heroism of the power workers," linking
institutional decay directly to civilian
suffering.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

* Institutional Purges vs. Protection: The
Halushchenko arrest and the SBU
investigation into Lviv businessman Ihor
Kryvetskyi for "hindering the Armed
Forces" suggest a highly volatile internal
security environment. Critics claim the
SBU is being used to silence critics of the
mobilization process, while the President’s
office is simultaneously purging corruption
to maintain Western donor confidence.

Societal Fracture under Freezing
Conditions: The civilian population in Kyiv
and Kharkiv is under extreme psychological
and physical stress. The prolonged heating
outages are creating a narrative of state
failure at the municipal level, which
Russian propaganda is actively exploiting
through social media-driven "protests" in
European cities designed to look like
Ukrainian civil unrest.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The international system is characterized as
increasingly multipolar and anarchic. China is
portrayed as playing a calculated double
game: offering humanitarian "energy aid" to
Ukraine to maintain diplomatic optics in
Europe, while providing Russia with the
financial infrastructure and  "dual-use"
components needed to sustain its hypersonic
missile program. The Geneva energy talks
involving the U.S., Ukraine, and Russia are
framed with deep skepticism; analysts argue
Russia is merely stalling for time until the
summer, while its actual strategic goal
remains the "Lebanonization" of Ukraine—
leaving it as a depopulated, non-viable "failed
state" in the center of Europe.
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THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic landscape is heavily impacted
by the redirection of energy flows and
international aid. Ukraine continues to rely on
$115 billion from the U.S. and $200 billion
from the EU, yet this "Western rear" is
increasingly under political threat. The Yuan
is now a primary reserve currency for Russia,
but its lack of convertibility for critical high-
tech Western imports remains a strategic
bottleneck.

* Energy Commodities: Russian oil export
volumes remain steady, up 2% in some
sectors, but profitability is plunging due
to the widening discount of Urals against
Brent and the closure of the Druzhba
pipeline branches.

* Currency Trends: Forced "Yuanization" of
the Russian economy; India is refusing to
pay in Dollars for certain Russian refined
products, insisting on Rupees, which Russia
cannot easily spend.

* Domestic Inflation (Ukraine): Electricity
tariffs remain frozen at 4.32 UAH/kWh, but
a move toward market liberalization is
expected by July 2026 under IMF pressure.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Strategic appointments and legal actions
against elites suggest a reordering of the
Ukrainian political landscape.

* Kyrylo Budanov: His appointment as Head
of the Office of the President (moving from
Military Intelligence) is seen as a move to
centralize power and improve coordination
between intelligence services and the
civilian administration.

e Herman Halushchenko: Former Minister
of Energy, now a primary target of the anti-
corruption court, representing a major loss
for the faction associated with the "Kvartal
95" inner circle.

* Mykhailo Fedorov: The Minister of Digital
Transformation continues to be the primary
diplomatic link to Elon Musk, managing the
"white lists" for Starlink terminals on the
front.

* Vladimir Medinsky: Return to the Russian
diplomatic forefront as head of the Geneva
delegation; his presence is mock
Western officials as a sign of Russian
unseriousness.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network’s hierarchy for the day was
dominated by the Halushchenko corruption
scandal and the Kyiv energy crisis. These
two stories were frequently interwoven to
contrast the "heroism of the soldiers/workers"
with the "cynicism of the corrupt." The tone
was one of controlled alarm, particularly
regarding the energy situation. The
anniversary of Navalny's death was used as a
narrative anchor to demonstrate Russian state
criminality. Conspicuous Omissions include
detailed critiques of the current mobilization
law's failure to provide troop rotations, which
was only vaguely referenced through the SBU
investigation into Thor Kryvetskyi.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The day's reporting frames a world where
traditional alliances are fraying and
"transactionalism" is the new norm. Western
leaders are increasingly characterized by
their willingness to abandon Ukraine for
domestic political gain, while Ukraine is cast
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as the principled defender of a crumbling
world order.

* United States (Trump/Rubio
Administration): Framed as
unpredictable and transactional. "A
President who thinks he can stop the war
with one phone call is naive." Rubio is seen
as a more professional but equally
"transactional" face of the administration.

China: Characterized as  duplicitous.
"Offering a package of energy aid with one

hand, while financing Russia's war with the
other."

Poland: Portrayed as the most reliable
ally. "They understand that if we fall, they
are next." Polish humanitarian aid is given
significant, positive airtime.

Russia: Framed as a "Digital
Concentration Camp" that is becoming a
colony of China. "They are going to force
their citizens into a closed information
space."

e The "Peace" Narrative: The Geneva talks

are being used by Russia to broadcast a

false "willingness to compromise" to the

American public, specifically targeting the
Trum ministration's "anti-war" rhetori

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

TL K

* Energy Grid Balkanization: If Russian

strikes continue through late February,

krain will  likel for
permanently move away from a centralized
Ti war 1 liz istrict-level
infrastructure, permanently altering the
country's energy landscape and increasing
relian n_micro-generation. Mini-boiler
deployment will accelerate.

Elite Conflict Escalation: The

Halushchenko case is likely the opening
salvo in a major government reshuffle.
The President may be forced to choose
between protecting his original "Kvartal"

INFORMATION WARFARE

circle and maintaining the military/
ENVIRONMENT

intelligence alliance led by Budanow.
Further arrests in the defense procurement

* The Telegram Paradox: Roskomnadzor is

weaponizing censorship against its own
population to control the narrative, even at
the cost of military efficiency. This is a
high-risk psy-op intended to prevent
internal dissent as the war of attrition
enters its fourth year.

Refugee Weaponization: In Poland,
Russian operatives are seeding narratives
that Ukrainian men are hiding from
mobilization and causing civil disorder, a

tactic designed to destabilize the European

rear.

sector are probable.

The Rise of the European nuclear
deterrent: Expect France and potentially
the UK to offer a "European Shield" by
early 2027, as Munich 2026 has signaled

the end of the American nuclear monopoly
in Europe.
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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT RISK ASSESSMENT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): The current risk profile is dominated by the
fragility of the civilian energy grid and the
* Kyiv Humanitarian Crisis: Potential for potential for a catastrophic breakdown in
localized evacuations if the heat cannot be trust between the Ukrainian people and their
restored to high-rise buildings in the leadership.
Dniprovskyi district before the next -20°C
freeze. Residents are currently freezing in * Total Grid Failure: A sustained Russian
7-degree apartments. missile offensive targeting the transmission

lines of nuclear power plants. Triggers:
Failed Geneva negotiations or a sudden
drop in Western air defense interceptors.
Likelihood: High (during winter). Impact:

* Legal Fallout: The High Anti-Corruption
Court will rule on Halushchenko’s pretrial
detention; if he is granted bail, it could
trigger civil unrest or military protests.

Bail is expected to be massive if granted. Massive humanitarian displacement and a
total economic freeze. Mitigations:
Medium Term (1-6 Months): Immediate decentralization of the energy
grid and provision of thousands of high-

* Geneva Outcome: Negotiations are likely capacity generators.

to result in a temporary "Energy
Peace"—a moratorium on striking power
stations—though Russia will likely use this

* Loss of Military Faith in Civilian
Leadership: Perception that the political
elite is "stealing the future" while soldiers

time to rearrr.l. Peage talks are currently die at the front. Triggers: Lenient
seen as a stalling tactic. sentencing for Halushchenko or new
* Russian Digital Isolation: Russia will rruption ndal in defense
launch its "Max" messenger to replace procurement. Likelihood: Moderate.
Telegram,  finalizing  its  domestic Impact: Fragmentation of the chain of
information digital isolation. command and potential coup risk.

Mitigations: Highly public, transparent

Long Term (1-5 Years): trials and a genuine government purge.

* Alliance Restructuring: Ukraine will * Russian-Chinese Military
likely transition from a "partner" to a core Formalization: Moving from "dual-use" to
component of a new Central European direct arms transfers. Triggers: Continued
security bloc, potentially independent of Russian frontline failures or a total U.S.
direct U.S. command. withdrawal. Likelihood: Low-Moderate.

Impact: A permanent shift in the global
balance of power. Mitigations: European
economic counter-pressure on China.

* Energy Sovereignty: Ukraine’s nuclear
energy sector will become the primary

energy hub for Eastern Europe, if it can
survive the current war of attrition.
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GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The Role of Mindich: While Tymur
Mindich is named as the "shadow
organizer," the extent of his current contact
with  the Presidential administration
remains unclear and under-reported.
Weapon Supply Disparity: There is
almost no discussion of the specific
ammunition types currently in shortage,
focusing instead on broad "air defense"
narratives.

Geneva Secret Protocols: What
concessions are being discussed in Geneva
regarding the Donbas territories as part
of the energy mepemup'st (truce)? Reports
of territory-for-peace are denied but
persist.

Russian Internal Military Dissent: The
broadcast mentions Russian generals are
angry about Telegram, but fails to assess if

this could lead to actual mutiny.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Controlled Leak" Hypothesis: The
arrest of Halushchenko was not a sign of
institutional strength, but a preemptive
move by the President’s office to sacrifice a
"used" asset to protect higher-level figures
(like  Yermak) from Western
sanctions.

future

The "Munich Feint": Russia’s aggressive
stance and
distraction from economic collapse. The
Russian budget is so stressed by the loss of
petrodollars that the Geneva talks are
actually a desperate Russian attempt to
secure a winter truce to prevent a domestic
uprising over heating and fuel shortages.

nuclear threats are a

* Black Swan Event: A Chinese economic

crash in 2026 could lead to a sudden
withdrawal of support for Russia, causing

an immediate collapse of the Russian
frontline as its financial lifelines disappear.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

* Security: Transition to a

e Economic:

* Diplomatic: Pivot

* Supply

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

"Fortress
Ukraine" model with decentralized energy
and air defense, assuming Western aid will
remain inconsistent.

Force immediate
transparency in energy procurement to
prevent a second "Operation Midas" from
alienating European donors.

toward a Central
European alliance (Poland, Baltics,
Nordics) as the primary security pillar,
regardless of U.S. administration shifts.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Chain: Invest in mobile,
containerized energy systems and off-
grid manufacturing. The centralized
Ukrainian grid is a long-term risk.

Regulatory: Prepare for stringent new
compliance checks as Ukraine
implements the new Housing Code and
anti-money laundering laws to meet EU
accession requirements.

Capital Allocation: High potential in
Ukrainian defense tech (BPLAs, REB
systems) as they move toward export

markets to finance domestic production.
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity is focused on property
rights and military coordination, alongside
high-stakes diplomatic maneuvering.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:
o Housing Code Update: Intended to end

the corrupt privatization of service

apartments and prioritize homes for
military families.

c Rearm Europe Plan: An EU-level
strategic  initiative to scale up
ammunition production to 1.5 million

shells annually.

o Bill 111-AM (Criminal Code):
Discussion on how to process judges

charged with treason who attempt to

join the military to avoid prosecution.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
o Halushchenko Detention Hearing:
Prosecution detailings the illegal use of
the "Midas" fund in Anguilla.

o Kyiv City Administration Energy
Briefing: Admitting to  failures in
autonomous power preparation for the
Darnytsia TPP.

o Geneva Trilateral Summit: Secretive
negotiations on an energy truce between
the U.S., Ukraine, and Russia.

KEY STORIES

* Arrest of Herman Halushchenko: The
former Minister of Energy was caught on a
Kyiv-Warsaw train at the Yahotyn station.
He is accused of laundering over $100M
from Energoatom and Ukrnafta through the
"Midas" offshore fund.

The Kyiv Freezes: Over 1,400 buildings
are without heat after strikes on the
Darnytsia TPP. Temperatures in apartments
have hit 0-7°C, causing a surge in demand
for Points of Invincibility.

Scientific Proof of Navalny's Murder:
Scientists have confirmed that the 2024
death of Alexei Navalny in an Arctic prison
was caused by Ecuadorian frog venom,
which was likely applied to his personal
items.

The Munich "Nuclear” Debate:
European leaders are debating an
independent nuclear deterrent after
SecState Rubio’s "America First" rhetoric
suggested a U.S. drawdown in Europe.

Telegram Blockade in Russia:
Roskomnadzor’s crackdown on Telegram
has ralyz Russian frontlin

communications, leading to rare public
criticism from "Z-patriot" bloggers.

Missing Children of the Occupation:
Ukrainian search services are tracking
3,000+ reports of children kidnapped to
Russia or missing in the Donbas, including
16-year-old Ivan Semenchenko from
Kupyansk.

Lydia Zabolotska’s War Story: A deep
profile of a combat medic from the 1st
Assault Company who describes the
psychological toll of 10 years of warfare
and the transition to civilian life.

Operation "Spider Web": A Ukrainian
intelligence operation that surprised the
ESB by effectively disabling several critical
logistics nodes deep inside Russian
territory.

* Japanese Security Pivot: Prime Minister

Sanae Takaichi secured a constitutional
majority, moving Japan toward a more
active military role in the Pacific and
increased aid to Ukraine.
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* Singapore/Lee Kuan Yew Comparison:
Analysts argue President Zelensky must
now follow the Lee Kuan Yew model by
"jailng his three friends" to save the state’s
legitimacy.

e The Starlink "White List": Minister
Fedorov and Elon Musk have formalized
terminal registries to shut off Russian "grey
market" access on the frontlines.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalevleetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

You can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://

hi Jotails/ty.
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