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RUSSIA FACES A VOLATILE

CONVERGENCE OF

INTERNATIONAL CONDEMNATION

OVER THE NAVALNY

ASSASSINATION FINDINGS,

ESCALATING DOMESTIC ECONOMIC

DISTRESS, AND A DEEPENING

DEMOGRAPHIC CRISIS WHILE

WEIGHING RENEWED REGIONAL

AGGRESSION AGAINST ARMENIA.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The reporting cycle for February 16, 2026, is

dominated by the second anniversary of Alexei

Navalny’s death, now punctuated by explosive

forensic  claims from  five  independent

European laboratories identifying Epibatidine

as  the  toxin used  in  his  assassination.  This

revelation  has  triggered  a  coordinated

diplomatic  offensive  from  Western  powers,

while  the  Kremlin  remains  in  a  defensive

posture,  dismissing  the  findings  as

informational  "plants" intended  to  distract

from  Western  domestic  issues.  The

persistence  of  Navalny’s  image  as  a  "hero"

and "symbol" remains a potent internal threat,

as  evidenced by arrests  at  memorials and a

pervasive  state-led  effort  to  suppress  the

"Beautiful Russia of the Future" narrative.

Simultaneously, the Russian state is grappling

with severe domestic instability driven by a

collapsing  demographic  profile  and  acute

economic pain. The government's increasingly

desperate efforts to coerce higher birth rates

—including the creation of a "federal register

of  pregnant  women"  and the  suppression of

"child-free"  information—reveal  a  leadership

panicked  by  long-term  labor  and  military

shortages.  This  is  exacerbated  by  a  sudden

inflationary shock in utility costs, with GKH

bills tripling in some regions, leading to rare

public  outbursts  of  anger  from  even  pro-

Kremlin political figures. The convergence of

high-tech  information  warfare,  punitive

domestic  legislation,  and  the  physical

degradation  of  regional  infrastructure

suggests  a  state  moving  toward  a  more

totalitarian  internal  control  model to

survive systemic failures.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Navalny  Assassination  Forensic

Breakthrough: Coordinated  reports  from

European  laboratories  claim  definitive

proof  that  Alexei  Navalny  was  poisoned

with Epibatidine,  a rare neurotoxin,  while

in the "Polar Wolf" colony. This has led to

direct  accusations  against  Vladimir  Putin

from French and British officials.

Armenian-Russian  Relations  Near

Breaking  Point: Following  Armenia’s

nuclear  cooperation  agreement  with  the

US, Russian state media has begun openly

discussing a "Special Military Operation" in

Armenia to  topple  the  Pashinyan  regime,

which  they  characterize  as  "satanic"  and

"hostile."
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Russian  Military  Manpower  Crisis:

Russia  has  reportedly  recruited  over

18,000  foreigners  from  128  countries,

including Kenya, Syria, and North Korea, to

fill gaps in its front-line "assault groups" as

casualties are estimated to have reached 1

million killed and wounded.

Domestic  Economic  Shock: A  massive

spike in communal utility (GKH) tariffs has

caused  widespread  public  outrage,  with

reports of bills increasing five-fold in some

instances,  prompting  even  the  "A  Just

Russia" party to demand a freeze on rates.

Demographic  Coercion: The  Russian

government  is  implementing  a  "federal

register"  to  track  pregnant  women  and

newborns, while regional authorities on the

Yamal  Peninsula  are  allegedly  calling  for

minors to begin childbearing to counteract

a fertility rate that has dropped to 1.37.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

The  war  in  Ukraine  has  evolved  into  a

"tactical  adaptation"  phase  where  FPV

drones have rendered traditional  armored

column advances obsolete, forcing a shift to

small-unit "meat assaults."

North  Korea  has  reportedly  deployed

significant forces to the Kursk region, with

Kim  Jong-un  personally  inaugurating  a

housing complex for the families of soldiers

killed in Russia.

Energy & Critical Infrastructure

Significant  blackouts  and  heat  failures

were  reported  in  Belgorod  following

Ukrainian  missile  and  drone  strikes,

highlighting  the  vulnerability  of  border-

zone energy hubs.

The  "Tomsk  underground"  investigation

reveals  a  city  physically  sinking  into  the

ground as  ancient  wooden  heritage

buildings  rot  due  to  a  lack  of  municipal

maintenance and bureaucratic paralysis.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance

In  Kyrgyzstan,  a  major  political  shake-up

saw the dismissal  of  the powerful  GKMB

head  Kamchybek  Tashiev and  three

ministers,  signaling  a  consolidation  of

power by President Sadyr Japarov.

Ukrainian former Energy Minister German

Galushchenko was  arrested  for

laundering $112 million, a move seen as a

significant win for anti-corruption bureaus

but a stain on the administration’s war-time

optics.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Weaponization of Demographics

The  state  is  shifting  from  financial

incentives  (maternal  capital)  to

administrative tracking and ideological

coercion.  The proposal  for  a  "register  of

pregnant  women"  parallels  military

enlistment protocols, suggesting the womb

is  now viewed  as  a  strategic  state  asset.

The ban on "child-free" propaganda and the

pressure  on  schoolgirls  and  students  to

give birth reflects  a  desperate attempt to

ignore  the  structural  reasons  for  the

fertility collapse: war, poverty, and lack of

future security.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260216_023000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260216_033000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260216_033000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260216_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260216_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260216_050000


The Escapism Economy

Russian  audiences  are  fleeing  into

cinematic fantasy to avoid the reality of a

five-year war. The record-breaking success

of  films  like  Cheburashka  2 and  Uncle

Fyodor (9.5 billion rubles in box office) is

interpreted  by  culturologists  not  as

patriotism,  but  as  an  erasure  of  the

present.  Patriotic  "Z-cinema"  remains

commercially  non-viable,  forcing the state

to  further  subsidize  "traditional  values"

content  that  the  public  largely  ignores  in

favor of Soviet-era nostalgia.

Punitive Psychiatry 2.0

There  is  a  documented  return  to  Soviet-

style punitive medicine to handle dissent.

Historical  reflections  on  the  Serbsky

Institute parallel modern cases like that of

shaman  Alexander  Gabyshev,  where

psychiatric confinement is used to avoid the

"martyrdom"  that  comes  with  traditional

prison  sentences.  This  creates  an

environment of total dependency where the

"patient" loses all legal standing.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The  internal  stability  of  the  Russian

Federation is being tested by the erosion of

the  "Social  Contract." For  years,  the

Kremlin  traded  political  apathy  for  relative

economic  stability;  however,  the  300%  to

500% increase in utility bills has broken this

equilibrium. This economic pain is hitting the

core  pro-war  constituency—regional,

working-class  families—who  find  that  their

"maternal  capital"  payments  are  being

swallowed by the rising cost  of  basic  living.

The "cucumber crisis," where vegetable prices

matched meat, serves as a visceral indicator

of supply chain and agricultural failures.

Furthermore, institutional decay is  evident

in the regional management of infrastructure.

In  cities  like  Tomsk,  bureaucratic  "circular

reasoning" prevents  necessary  repairs  to

historic  buildings,  leading  to  a  physical

degradation  of  the  urban  environment.  The

state’s reaction to these failures has been a

legislative tightening: criminalizing "fakes"

about the army and "discrediting" the state to

silence  anyone  reporting  on  these  systemic

collapses.  This  indicates  a  government  that

can no longer fix problems and must instead

criminalize the reporting of them.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The broadcasts frame the international system

as increasingly unipolar in its opposition to

Russia,  despite  Kremlin  efforts  to  project

"multipolarity."  The  impending  expiration  of

the New START (SNV-3) treaty on February 5

(with no renewal in sight) suggests a return to

a  high-risk  nuclear  arms  race.  Russia’s

reliance  on  mercenaries  from the  Global

South (Kenya, Iran, bangladesh) reveals that

its  "strategic  depth"  in  manpower  is

exhausted,  forcing  it  to  use  economic

statecraft to "buy" soldiers from impoverished

nations,  a  practice  that  is  creating

diplomatic friction with countries like Kenya

that have shut down recruitment centers.

The  portrayal  of  Armenia  as  a  new  "foe"

marks  a  dangerous  escalation  in  the

Caucasus.  By  framing  the  Pashinyan

government as a "Western puppet" that must

be  "liberated,"  the  Kremlin  is  laying  the

groundwork  for  a  potential  intervention.

Meanwhile,  the US-Hungary "Golden Age"

narrative (supported by Marco Rubio’s  visit)
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highlights Russia’s dwindling influence within

the  EU,  as  even  traditional  "skeptics"  like

Orbán  are  being  courted  into  a  more

consolidated  Western  energy  and  security

framework.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The Russian economy is entering a period of

stagflationary pressure where high inflation

in essential goods and services is coupled with

stagnant real wages. The state is attempting

to mask this through statistical manipulation

and censorship of negative economic data.

Utilities Inflation: GKH tariffs rose 8-12%

in  July  2025,  with  additional

"differentiated"  hikes in  early  2026

reaching  up  to  23,000  rubles  for  basic

apartments.

Consumer  Prices: Fresh  produce  prices

have  spiked;  cucumbers  briefly  hit  the

same  price  per  kilo  as  pork in  January-

February.

Manpower Costs: Russia is offering sign-

on bonuses of $2,000 and monthly salaries

of  $2,000 for  foreign  recruits,  creating  a

massive  drain  on  the  federal  budget  to

sustain the "meat assaults."

Infrastructure  Investment: The  "Tomsk

1-ruble rent" program highlights the failure

of  municipal  funding,  relying  on  private

business  to  save  heritage  sites  as  state

funds are redirected to the war effort.

International  Finance: The  Ukraine

Energy  Ministry  scandal  involved  the

laundering of $112 million in cash through

offshore  entities  (Rocket)  into  Swiss

accounts.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The  transcripts  reveal  significant  shifts  in

both  ally  and  adversary  leadership  circles,

indicating a period of high political turnover

and internal consolidation.

Kamchybek  Tashiev  (Kyrgyzstan): The

dismissal  of  the GKMB head, officially for

"health reasons," is analyzed as a purge of

a  rival  faction to  President  Japarov.

Tashiev’s  "loyalists"  in  the  Ministry  of

Transport and Emergency Situations were

also removed.

German  Galushchenko  (Ukraine): The

arrest  of  the  former  Energy  Minister

signals  a  major  move  by  the  NABU  to

demonstrate  war-time  accountability,

though it raises questions about how such

high-level  corruption  persisted  until

2021/2022.

Marco Rubio (USA): His visit to Hungary

and  Slovakia  and  endorsement  of  Viktor

Orbán signals  a  strategic  shift  in  US

diplomacy  toward  consolidating  the

"skeptical" wing of NATO against Russia.

Yulia  Navalnaya: Her  emergence  at  the

Munich  Security  Conference and  recent

memorials  cements  her  status  as  the

undisputed  leader  of  the  Russian

opposition-in-exile,  though  her  ability  to

influence  internal  Russian  dynamics

remains constrained by state terror.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  network  maintains  a  skeptical,  anti-

Kremlin  editorial  posture,  prioritizing

human rights  violations,  political  repression,

and  economic  mismanagement.  The  Lead

Stories are  consistently  the  Navalny

anniversary and the new forensic evidence of
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his  poisoning,  which  is  framed  as  an

undeniable  fact  that  changes  the  legal

landscape for Putin.  Buried Stories include

the  Japanese  moon  landing  and  high-tech

advancements  in  AI,  which  are  relegated  to

the  final  segments  as  "light"  content  to

balance the heavy political coverage. The tone

is one of controlled alarm; it seeks to inform

the  Russian-speaking  diaspora  and  internal

dissenters of the "true" state of affairs while

explicitly  warning  about  imminent  YouTube

blocks and  recommending  VPN  usage.  A

Conspicuous  Omission is  any  detailed

reporting  on  Ukrainian  battlefield  setbacks;

the  focus  remains  strictly  on  Russian  war

crimes and the manpower crisis.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The subtext of the day’s coverage suggests a

world  where  traditional  norms  of  diplomacy

and arms control are collapsing, replaced by

"the law of the strong."

COUNTRIES

Russia: Portrayed as a criminal, chaotic

state that has moved from "hybrid" war to

open  assassination  and  demographic

engineering.  "They  are  war  criminals,

cowardly ones... they wanted to cover their

tracks" (Dmitry Gudkov).

Armenia: Framed  as  vulnerable  but

principled, seeking to escape the "Russian

orbit"  through Western  nuclear  deals,  yet

facing the existential  threat of  a "Russian

SVO" (State Media Rhetoric).

Ukraine: Depicted  as  resilient  but

traumatized,  enduring  a  "Cold-omor"

while  simultaneously  cleaning  its  own

house of corruption (Galushchenko arrest).

North  Korea: Framed  as  a  parasitic

enabler of  Russian  aggression,  trading

lives  for  currency  and  housing  (soldier

housing complex).

LEADERS

Vladimir  Putin: Portrayed  as  weak and

fearful.  "His death is obvious evidence of

the  Kremlin’s  weakness  and  fear  of  any

opponent" (Emmanuel Macron).

Volodymyr  Zelensky: Framed  as

desperate  but  pragmatic,  using  the

Munich  stage  to  offer  Trump  a  "peace

through  strength"  deal  that  preserves

territorial integrity (three steps for Trump).

Donald  Trump: Portrayed  as  an

unpredictable wildcard whom both sides

are  trying  to  manage,  with  Zelensky

pitching him on a Marshall Plan-style "Step

2" for Ukraine (Zelensky interview).

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

The information environment is characterized

by  coordinated  state-led  disinformation

and the "mimicry"  of  independent  media.  Z-

channels  have  been  caught  faking  CBC and

BFM news  reports to  claim  that  Ukraine  is

confiscating  the  passports  of  Olympic

athletes’  families  to prevent defections.  This

"reputation  parasitism"  seeks  to  use  the

credibility  of  Western  brands  to  inject  pro-

Kremlin narratives into the global discourse.

Internally,  the  Kremlin  is  using  "preventive

propaganda" to  neutralize  the impact  of  the

Navalny  poisoning  report.  By  dismissing  it

before it even fully hits the domestic internet,

they  frame  the  news  as  "Western  hysteria."

However, the delta between spin and truth

is  widest  in  the  economic  sector:  the  state

claims a booming wartime economy, but the
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social media reality of "GKH bills as high as

salaries" is  creating  a  parallel  information

space that  the government  is  trying to  shut

down through a looming YouTube ban.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

The  Armenia  Flashpoint: Given  the

rhetoric in Russian state media, it is highly

probable that Russia will attempt a hybrid

coup or  "peacekeeping  intervention"  in

Armenia within the next 6-12 months if the

Armenian pivot to the West continues.

Demographic  Collapse  Leads  to

Conscription  of  Women: The  move

toward a "register of pregnant women" is

likely  a  precursor  to  a  female

mobilization for  non-combat  roles

(medical, logistics) to free up more men for

the  front,  under  the  guise  of  "national

duty."

GKH-Driven  Civil  Unrest: The  utility

price spike is the most significant domestic

grievance in years. We may see localized

strikes or "communal riots" in regional

centers  like  Novosibirsk  or  Murmansk

before the 2026 regional elections.

The  End  of  New  START: Without  a

renewal, we will see a rapid deployment

of  MIRV-capable  missiles (Yars  and

Minuteman III)  as  both sides seek to  "fill

the  gap"  left  by  the  treaty’s  collapse

(nuclear arms race analysis).

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks):

Increased  arrests  of  opposition  figures

inside Russia to deter protests around the

Navalny anniversary.

A further crackdown on VPN providers in

Russia as a precursor to the final YouTube

block.

Medium Term (1-6 Months):

Implementation of the federal register for

pregnant  women,  leading  to  a  surge  in

young  women  attempting  to  flee  the

country  to  avoid  state-mandated

reproductive monitoring.

The formalization of North Korean military

units as a permanent fixture of the Russian

"Assault Groups" on the Ukrainian front.

Long Term (1-5 Years):

A complete restructuring of the Russian

educational  system to  prioritize  "repro-

patriotism,"  potentially  penalizing

university  students  who  do  not  produce

children by graduation.

The transformation of the Caucasus into a

region  of  permanent  Russian-Western

hybrid conflict as Armenia seeks to enter

the EU/NATO sphere.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The current risk landscape is characterized by

high-consequence  flashpoints  where  state

desperation  could  lead  to  sudden,  irrational

escalations.

The "Armenian SVO" Escalation: Russia

may  launch  a  military  operation  to

"protect"  its  interests  in  Armenia.

Triggers: Formal  Armenian  withdrawal

from the ODKB or the arrival of permanent

US  military  trainers.  Likelihood: High.

Impact: High  (Regional  destabilization,

risk  of  direct  confrontation  with  Turkey).

Mitigations: Rapid  Western  diplomatic

guarantees and security aid to Yerevan.
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Nuclear  Miscalculation  Post-New

START: The absence of  inspections could

lead  to  a  "use  it  or  lose  it"  mentality.

Triggers: Discovery  of  clandestine

warhead increases. Likelihood: Moderate.

Impact: Existential.  Mitigations: Track-

two  diplomacy  and  back-channel

communication  lines  between  Washington

and Moscow.

Domestic  Infrastructure  Collapse:

Massive  utility  failures  during  the

remaining  winter  months  could  trigger

urban  unrest.  Triggers: Simultaneous

failure  of  multiple  heating  plants  (TECs).

Likelihood: Moderate.  Impact: Moderate

(Internal  instability).  Mitigations:

Diversion  of  military  funds  to  emergency

regional repairs (unlikely).

Mass  Starvation/Poverty  for  Large

Families: The "triple bill" crisis. Triggers:

Continued food price inflation above 20%.

Likelihood: High. Impact: Moderate (Loss

of  regime  mandate).  Mitigations: Strict

state-mandated  price  controls  (leads  to

shortages).

The  "Karakan"  Factor  (Central  Asia):

Repression of  activists  leading to a  wider

ethnic  conflict  in  Uzbekistan/Kazakhstan.

Triggers: The  death  of  another  activist

(like  Tazhmuratov)  in  prison.  Likelihood:

Moderate.  Impact: High  (Regional

contagion).  Mitigations: International

monitoring  and  release  of  political

prisoners.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

To  complete  a  full  strategic  assessment,

several  critical  pieces  of  data  are  missing

from the current broadcast discourse:

The  Source  of  the  Epibatidine: While

labs identified the toxin, the broadcasts fail

to  explain  how  it  was  introduced  into  a

high-security  prison  (food,  water,  physical

contact?).

Chinese  Strategic  Patience: The

broadcasts mention a "clash with China" in

the US/Hungary section, but do not detail

Beijing's current stance on the Armenian-

Russian friction.

Russian Shadow Mobilization Stats: The

focus is on foreigners,  but the transcripts

provide  no  data  on  the  current  rate  of

domestic Russian voluntary enlistment,

which is essential to knowing if the state is

truly desperate.

Economic  Resilience  of  the  'Elite':

There is no mention of how the top 1% of

the  Russian  bureaucracy is  weathering

the inflation that  is  crushing the  working

class.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

Red  Team  Scenario  1:  The  Armenia

"Bluff." The talk of an "Armenian SVO" is not

a plan for invasion, but a coordinated psy-op

to force Pashinyan to grant Russia permanent

bases or territorial concessions to Azerbaijan

in  exchange  for  "safety."  Russia  lacks  the

troops for a second front; the media rhetoric

is its only remaining leverage.

Red Team Scenario 2: The Demographics

"Distraction." The  draconian  reproductive

policies  are  not  expected  to  work.  Instead,
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they serve as a wedge issue to identify and

expel the remaining liberal urban youth from

the  country,  essentially  completing  the

"cleansing" of the Russian body politic while

keeping  the  conservative  base  focused  on

"culture wars" rather than the lack of heating.

Black  Swan  Event: A  GKH-triggered

"Winter Mutiny." A major Russian city (e.g.,

Murmansk) loses heat for two weeks in sub-

zero temperatures. The local police refuse to

fire  on  "babushkas"  protesting  for  heat,

leading to a local administration collapse that

spreads  to  other  regions  like  a  virus,

bypassing the central ideological control.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Security: Prepare  for  "non-kinetic"

interventions  in  Armenia;  increase

intelligence sharing with Yerevan regarding

Russian hybrid groups.

Economic: Weaponize  the  GKH crisis  by

highlighting the contrast between "Palaces

for  Putin"  and  "Freezing  Flats  for

Murmansk" in targeted info-ops.

Diplomatic: Use the Navalny  Epibatidine

report to launch a Universal Jurisdiction

case  in  EU courts  to  seize  more  Russian

sovereign assets.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply  Chains: Divert  all  remaining

logistical  routes  away  from  the  Russian-

Armenian  border;  expect  sudden  customs

closures or nationalizations.

Regulatory: Firms  with  exposure  to  the

Central  Asian  energy  market  should

prepare  for  regime change volatility in

Kyrgyzstan following the Tashiev purge.

Safety: Multinational NGOs still operating

in Russia must prepare for the immediate

classification  of  their  staff  as  "child-

free extremists" if they discuss gender or

reproductive rights.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The legislative agenda reflects a state moving

toward  totalitarian  reproductive  and

informational  control,  with  a  focus  on

suppressing  any  data  that  contradicts  the

Kremlin’s narrative of progress.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Federal  Register  of  Pregnant  Women:

Mandates  tracking of  all  pregnancies  and

outcomes from first ultrasound, intended to

enforce birth quotas.

Child-free  Propaganda  Ban: Prohibits

the  "justification"  or  promotion  of  a  life

without children, carrying heavy fines and

potential prison terms.

GKH Tariff Indexation Reform: Proposed

legislation to allow regions to differentiate

utility  hikes based  on  "modernization

needs," effectively a tax hike for crumbling

infrastructure.

YouTube  Blocking  Protocol:

Administrative  regulation  allowing for  the

immediate  throttling and shutdown of

the  platform  under  "sovereign  internet"

laws.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Peskov Press Briefing (Feb 15): Officially

denied  Navalny  poisoning  claims and

rejected  European  forensic  reports  as

"baseless."
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Munich  Security  Conference: Featured

high-level Western condemnation of Russia

and Zelensky’s "Peace Plan" appeal to US

Republicans.

Yamal  Regional  Administration

Council: Openly  debated  policies  to

encourage teen pregnancies to solve labor

shortages.

KEY STORIES

The  Epibatidine  Finding: Independent

forensic  analysis  from laboratories  in  the

UK,  Germany,  France,  Netherlands,  and

Sweden  conclude  Alexei  Navalny  was

poisoned with  a  South African frog toxin.

This  toxin  разлагается  (decomposes)

instantly,  making  its  detection  two  years

later a significant scientific feat (Broadcast

Analysis).

Foreign  Mercenary  Crisis: Russia’s

recruitment  of  Syrians,  Iranians,  and

Kenyans  is  hitting  a  "danger  threshold"

where inflow cannot keep up with the loss

of approximately 1,000,000 casualties.

The  Great  Utility  Spike: Residents  in

various  Russian  regions  report  GKH  bills

jumping  from  4,000  to  23,000  rubles.  A

lawmaker  from  "A  Just  Russia"  publicly

asks if the government has "lost its mind."

Armenian SVO Rhetoric: Kremlin media

characterizes  the  Armenian  regime  as

"Satanic" and  "pro-English,"  echoing  the

rhetoric used against Ukraine prior to the

2022 invasion.

The  Tomsk  Underworld: Volunteers  in

Tomsk  struggle  to  save  the  city’s

"underground metro" and historic wooden

district  while  local  officials  ignore

infrastructure collapse and block access to

buildings for "repairs."

The  Karakalpak  Repression: Activist

Dauletmurat  Tazhmuratov faces  a  new

10-year prison sentence in Uzbekistan for

"disruptive  activity"  in  his  cell,  following

reports of torture and physical abuse.

Z-Channel  Fake  News  Blitz: Russian

propagandists create sophisticated fakes of

CBC and BFM reports to spread claims of

Ukrainian  human  rights  violations  during

the Milan Olympics.

Ukrainian  Corruption  Arrest: German

Galushchenko,  former  Energy  Minister,

caught  at  the  border  while  attempting  to

flee  following  the  discovery  of  $112M

laundered through the "Rocket" scheme.

The  AMOC  Climate  Threat: Scientists

warn  that  the  Atlantic  Meridional

Overturning Circulation is at its weakest in

1,500 years, threatening a collapse by 2094

that  would  plunge  Europe  into  an

agricultural and economic deep freeze.

Punitive  Medicine  History: A

documentary  segment  revisits  the  Soviet

use  of  psychotropic  drugs (Aminazin,

Haloperidol)  against  dissidents,  drawing

parallels  to  modern  political  psychiatric

cases.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.
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Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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