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T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

TAIWAN 2026: HISTORIC HIGHS AMIDST
GLOBAL & DOMESTIC FRACTURES

A Dichotomy of Al-Driven Economic Optimism and Deepening Instability (February 15, 2026 Report Summary)
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THE PATH FORWARD: Navigating a precarious balance between technological ambition, geopolitical maneuvering, and domestic resilience. Vigilance is paramount.
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TAIWANESE MARKETS REACH
HISTORIC HIGHS AMIDST
PERVASIVE AI INTEGRATION AND
HEIGHTENING REGIONAL MILITARY
PURGES.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 15, 2026, presents a dichotomy of
unprecedented optimism and
simmering geopolitical and domestic
instability. The global financial landscape is
defined by a massive "Al-driven" rally, with
the Dow Jones Industrial Average crossing
the 50,000 mark and the Taiwan Stock
Exchange (Taiex) surging toward 34,000. This
economic expansion is fueled by the deep
integration of artificial intelligence into
consumer electronics, such as the Galaxy S26
series, and industrial robotics, though
analysts remain skeptical of the long-term
sustainability of the current Al "heat wave."
The domestic environment in Taiwan,
however, is marred by a series of violent
incidents, including a targeted mailbox
bombing and public stabbings, suggesting a
breakdown in social order despite the festive
Lunar New Year atmosphere.

economic

Geopolitically, the day is marked by a
significant consolidation of power within the
Chinese Communist Party (CCP). Reports of a
military purge targeting high-ranking
officials like Zhang Youxia indicate a move
toward absolute central control by Xi Jinping,
raising alarms about increased risks of
regional conflict. Concurrently, trade tensions
between the U.S. and Taiwan remain a focal
point, with negotiations over orchid tariffs and
critical mineral supply chains serving as a
proxy for larger strategic competition. The
broader international community is also
grappling with persistent disinformation
campaigns, particularly in Finland and
NATO member states, where Russian-linked
narratives regarding the Ukraine invasion
continue to test social resilience and media
literacy.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Global Financial Markets Breach
Historic Thresholds: The U.S. Dow Jones
Industrial Average has reached 50,000
points, while the Taiex hit a record 33,707
points, driven by Al speculation and the
"Golden Snake Year" rally.

Escalating PLA Internal Purges: Xi
Jinping has reportedly tightened control
over the military, targeting Central Military
Commission Vice Chairman Zhang Youxia
and others in a significant leadership
shakeup.

Domestic Terrorism and Violence: A
targeted bombing attack on siblings via a
delivered package and a high-profile
stabbing incident in a public park have
rattled domestic security.



https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TTV_20260215_140000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TTV_20260215_140000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TTV_20260215_230000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TTV_20260215_230000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TTV_20260215_070000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TTV_20260215_000000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TTV_20260215_000000

* Tech Sovereignty and the AI Arms
Race: Samsung's upcoming Galaxy S26
release underscores the transition of Al
from cloud-based services to on-device
hardware agents.

* US-Taiwan Strategic Trade
Negotiations: Discussions have intensified

regarding the exemption of tariffs for over

2,600 Taiwanese agricultural and industrial
products, including critical minerals.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Leadership Dynamics & Governance: The
most critical development is the reported
centralization of military authority in
China. By removing potential rivals like Zhang
Youxia and Liu Zhenli, the CCP leadership
appears to be preparing the military for a
more unified, potentially aggressive strategic
direction. This is framed as a move toward
"absolute  leadership" over the gun.

Domestically in Taiwan, the Lai Ching-te
administration is leveraging the World
Baseball Classic (WBC) and Lunar New Year
celebrations to bolster national morale amid
these external pressures.

Macroeconomics & Trade: Global trade is
being reshaped by the US-Taiwan tax and
tariff agreements. While the U.S. maintains
high tariffs on items like butterfly orchids,
there is movement to lower barriers for
machin n ritical chemi
supply chains. However, the domestic
economy faces challenges from rising
memory chip costs and persistent rent
inflation, which remains above 2% annually.

to secure

Tech Sovereignty & AI: The deployment of
Al is moving beyond software into hardware
infrastructure. @TSMC’s  expansion in
Kumamoto, Japan, to produce 3nm and 2nm
chips is seen as a strategic move to diversify

the semiconductor supply chain away from
potential conflict zones, even as Japan deals
with its own internal political challenges.

Critical Infrastructure Security: Domestic
incidents, such as the San-Jun Hospital
flooding in Penghu and the mailbox bomb,
highlight vulnerabilities in public safety and
healthcare infrastructure. The flooding,
caused by a pipe burst during renovations,

temporarily paralyzed outpatient services.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Dual-Edged Sword of AI Hype: While
Al is driving stock markets to record highs,
there is a growing undercurrent of
skepticism regarding its long-term ROI.
Analysts suggest the current "heat wave" may
only last another year or two before a
correction occurs, especially as companies
like Amazon and Alphabet face scrutiny over
massive Al capital expenditures with unclear
immediate returns.

Weaponization of Information: Finland’s
success in media literacy is being held up as a
model for combatting Russian
disinformation related to NATO and the
Ukraine invasion. The transcripts suggest that
as Al develops, the ability to distinguish real
from fake information will become the "last
line of defense" for democratic societies.

Shift Toward Automated Social Order: A
trend toward robotic policing and
disinfection is emerging. From Al-assisted
police robots patrolling streets to automated
disinfection systems in hospitals like
Taoyuan's ITandseed Hospital, governments
are increasingly relying on automation to
maintain order and public health in the post-
pandemic era.
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INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Taiwan is experiencing a surge in violent
crime that contrasts sharply with its official
economic success. The mailbox bomb attack,
linked to a 350,000 TWD investment dispute,
indicates that economic pressures are
manifesting as targeted violence.
Furthermore, the collapse of medical
capacity in certain regions, where ERs and
ICUs are reportedly at full capacity with no
room for transfers, suggests institutional
decay in the healthcare sector despite
technological advancements.

Political polarization remains high as the
"Blue and White" parties (KMT and TPP)
have yet to integrate their strategies for
upcoming electoral cycles, even as the ruling
party focuses on WBC-related nationalism.
The public sentiment is a mix of exhilaration
over stock market gains and anxiety over

safety and inflation.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The international system is framed as a
fracturing multipolar arena dominated by
U.S.-China competition. The U.S. is portrayed
as both a protector and an economic
antagonist, maintaining 15% tariffs on certain
goods while seeking a "Golden Age" of
relations with the UK and Japan. China is
increasingly viewed through the lens of
internal instability and military readiness,
with the purges of top generals seen as a
precursor to potential action in the Taiwan
Strait.

Taiwan is actively seeking to diversify its
global posture by deepening ties with Japan
(via TSMC) and navigating the complex trade

requirements of the U.S. The framing of the
Panama Canal dispute, involving Chinese
and UK interests, underscores the global

reach of these geopolitical power plays.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic environment is characterized
by a ‘"super-cycle" in tech stocks and
significant currency volatility. While the equity
markets are booming, the underlying cost of
living, particularly housing and food, is
rising, creating a disconnect between market
indices and public well-being.

* Stock Indices: Dow Jones hits 50,000;
Taiex surges to 33,707; Nvidia and Al-
related stocks lead the rally.

* Inflation: Overall CPI at 1.66%, but rent
inflation hits 1.99%, with a three-year trend
of exceeding 2%.

* Corporate Activity: Samsung Galaxy S26
launch; SpaceX IPO rumors intensify as the
company seeks capital for competition.

* Currency & Digital Assets: South Korea

emerges as a digital asset hub; Japan's
JPYC stablecoin set for fall release.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The day's transcripts highlight significant
instability in both military and political
echelons, particularly in China and the UK.

* Zhang Youxia / Liu Zhenli: The purge of
these high-ranking PI.A generals signals a
massive shift in Chinese military command
and potential internal dissent.

e British Prime Minister (Keir Starmer):
Faces intense pressure and threats of
resignation regarding the "Epstein-related"
or "Ambassador-related" scandals
mentioned in transcripts.
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* Lai Ching-te: Currently leveraging
national sports events to consolidate his
mandate amidst the regional security crisis.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The lead stories are dominated by the World
Baseball Classic (WBC) and Lunar New
Year cultural reporting, serving as a
"nationalistic" and "reassuring" wrapper for
more concerning news. Beneath this, the
military purges in China and the mailbox
bombing are given high urgency. Buried
stories include the medical system's
collapse and specific environmental risks
like the hospital flooding, which are
minimized in favor of market-rally narratives.
The tone is analytically skeptical of the Al
boom but nationalistic regarding Taiwan's
global tech and sports standing.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The subtext of the reporting characterizes
global powers along a spectrum of stability
and aggression. The U.S. is seen as a
dominant but unpredictable partner, while
China is increasingly framed as a "chaotic"
and "opaque" threat due to its internal
purges.

* China is portrayed as chaotic and
opaque. The removal of generals is
described as a "cleanup" of those who are

not "loyal to the core."

* Taiwan is framed as competent and
resilient, particularly in the tech sector,
though domestically vulnerable to sudden
violence.

« The U.S. (Trump  administration
context) is portrayed as principled yet
transactional, with renewed mentions of

the Greenland purchase and Taiwan

defense commitments.

* Finland is characterized as principled
and stable, the global leader in resisting
information warfare.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Narrative Seeding: CCP media is pushing
a narrative of "military purity" to justify the
purges of Zhang Youxia and others, framing

them as anti-corruption measures.

* Disinformation Campaigns: Russian-
linked disinformation in Europe is targeting
NATO wunity, specifically focusing on
military support for Ukraine as a divisive

wedge.

* Counter-Measures: Finland has
integrated "media literacy" into its primary
education to inoculate the public against
Al-generated fake news.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Market Correction: The extreme

decoupling of stock indices from physical
economic indicators (like rent inflation)
suggests a significant market correction

is likely within the next 12-18 months.

* Taiwan Strait Escalation: The

consolidation of military power by Xi
Jinping increases the likelihood of a
localized military provocation or
blockade before the 100th anniversary of
the PLA.
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* AI Consolidation: Smaller Al firms will
likely collapse or be acquired as the market
shifts from general hype to specific, on-
device hardware requirements.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect heightened
security around the WBC venues and major
transport hubs following the mailbox
bombing. Further arrests in the PLA high
command are likely as the purge expands.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Diplomatic
tension will peak during Trump’s expected

visit to China in April, with trade and Taiwan’s
sovereignty as the primary friction points.

Long Term (1-5 Years): A structural shift in
the semiconductor industry will occur as

TSMC’s overseas plants come online,

potentially reducing Taiwan’s "Silicon Shield"
but increasing global supply chain resilience.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The global risk environment is currently at an
elevated state, particularly regarding regional
security and financial stability.

* PLA Leadership Instability: The purge of

top generals creates a risk of erratic
military behavior or internal coups.
Triggers: Sudden military exercises or
further high-level disappearances.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Extreme.
Mitigations: Increased intelligence sharing
and regional deterrence.

* AI Market Bubble Burst: A sharp decline
in tech valuations could trigger a global
recession. Triggers: Major Al misses in
quarterly earnings reports. Likelihood:
High (within 24 months). Impact: Severe.
Mitigations: Diversification of investment
into non-tech sectors.

* Domestic Radicalization: Small-scale
terror attacks like the mailbox bomb
indicate rising social friction. Triggers:
Economic downturn or inflammatory
political rhetoric. Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: Moderate (Local). Mitigations:
Enhanced postal security and community
policing.

* Healthcare Infrastructure Failure: The
reported ER/ICU shortages suggest the
system cannot handle a new surge or major
disaster. Triggers: New pandemic wave or
major earthquake. Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: Severe. Mitigations: Increased
emergency medical funding and personnel
training.

* Supply Chain Shock: Dependence on
specific chemicals and minerals for the Al
boom creates a Dbottleneck. Triggers:
Export bans from China or Russia.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Severe.
Mitigations: Strategic stockpiling and
development of alternative trade routes.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The transcripts fail to clarify the specific
evidence against Zhang Youxia, leaving
it unclear if the purge is truly ideological or
a reaction to an attempted coup.

e There is a lack of information on the
secondary market for AI hardware,
which is necessary to gauge if the chip
demand is organic or speculative.
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* The reporting on the mailbox bomb does
not address potential links to broader
organized crime or foreign interference,
focusing only on a single suspect.

* Environmental impacts of the massive AI
server expansion are completely absent
from the discourse.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* The Purge as a Sign of Weakness:
Instead of a move toward strength, Xi’s
purge could signal a desperate loss of
control over the military, with the generals
potentially planning to move against him
due to economic failures.

* AT Hype as a Planned Distraction: The
massive focus on the AI market rally could
be a state-driven narrative to distract from
the 2% rent inflation and the collapse of
the domestic healthcare system.

e Black Swan - Solar Storm: The mention

of cosmic light shows and star cluster

imagery could be a precursor to increased
solar activity that could catastrophically
disable the global AI and satellite
infrastructure the world now depends
upon.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Immediately enhance postal and logistics
monitoring for explosive devices following
the recent bombing.

* Formalize bilateral trade exemptions
with the U.S. for critical minerals to ensure
manufacturing continuity.

* Adopt Finnish-style media literacy
programs to combat Al-driven
disinformation before the next election
cycle.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Monitor memory chip price fluctuations
closely, as they will dictate the margins for
next-gen hardware like the Galaxy S26.

* Evaluate SpaceX for potential IPO entry,
given its strategic importance in the new
military-tech space race.

* Assess the liability risks of Al-assisted
robotics in medical and service sectors as
automation increases.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Recent legislative activity has focused on
trade resilience, financial digitalization,
and public safety in the face of rising
domestic and regional risks.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:
o US-Taiwan Trade Fairness Act: Aims
to exempt 2,600+ items from tariffs to
strengthen supply chain ties.

o Digital Asset Regulatory Framework:
South Korea's new bill to establish itself

as a global digital asset hub.

o Emergency Medical Capacity Act:
Proposed funding to address the ER/ICU
shortage crisis.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

o Economic Ministry Automotive
Forum: Discussion on autonomous
vehicle supply chains.

o Taiwan CDC Briefing: Updates on
vaccine safety and aerosol transmission
risks.
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KEY STORIES

Mailbox Bomb Attack: A package
delivered to a residence in Taiwan
exploded, injuring two siblings;

investigation reveals a link to a 350,000
TWD investment feud.

Taiex Market Record: The Taiwan stock
index hit 33,707 points, driven by TSMC
and the "Golden Snake Year" rally.

PLA Military Purge: Xi Jinping has
removed Zhang Youxia and other top
generals to consolidate control over the
military.

Galaxy S26 Launch: Samsung announces
new devices heavily integrated with on-
device Al, despite rising memory costs.

San-Jun Hospital Flooding: San-Jun
Hospital Penghu branch suffered massive
flooding after a pipe burst during second-
floor renovations.

Dow Jones at 50,000: U.S. stock markets
hit a historic milestone, fueled by Al
optimism.

TSMC Kumamoto Expansion: TSMC's

second Japan plant to produce 3nm chips to
secure regional semiconductor supply.

Finland Disinformation Resistance:
Finland holds up its media liter
education as the key to NATO’s defense
against Russian hybrid war.

World Baseball Classic (WBC) Hype:
Presidential and public excitement for the
2026 WBC event in Taichung.

Public Stabbing Incidents: Reports of

stabbings in public parks and temples,
involving industrial-grade blades.

SpaceX IPO Rumors: Elon Musk’s SpaceX
reportedly considers a public offering to
fund its competition in the satellite market.

* Panama Canal Geopolitics: Disputes
between China, the UK, and the U.S. over

canal operating rights.

* Housing Crisis: Rent inflation in Taiwan
consistently exceeds 2% annually, reaching
1.99% recently.

* Stablecoin Regulation: Japan and South
Korea moving to regulate JPYC and digital
assets.

* COVID-19 Ongoing Impact: Debates
continue over aerosol transmission and the
efficacy of UVC and mouthwash in killing

viruses.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
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relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalevleetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

hi Jotails/ty.
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