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TRUMP ADMINISTRATION
LEVERAGES REGIONAL ENERGY
WARFARE AND DOMESTIC
SECURITIZATION TO REDEFINE
WESTERN HEMISPHERE POWER
STRUCTURES AMIDST A FRAGILE
VENEZUELAN TRANSITION AND A
CUBAN ENERGY COLLAPSE.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The broadcasts of February 15, 2026, reveal
an international system undergoing
aggressive  realignment driven by a
transactional and security-heavy U.S. foreign
policy. The central geopolitical event is the
aftermath of the January 3, 2026,
derrocamiento of Nicolds Maduro, which has
installed Delsi (Delcy) Rodriguez as U.S.-
recognized "Presidenta Encargada." Secretary
of State Marco Rubio is actively managing this
transition, balancing the immediate
resumption of Venezuelan oil exports to the
United States against demands from
opposition figures like Leopoldo Lépez for a
clear electoral calendar. This rapprochement
serves a dual strategic purpose: securing U.S.
energy interests while providing the leverage

to initiate a total petroleum embargo on Cuba,

which experts suggest has fewer than 20 days
of fuel remaining.

Domestically, the United States is rapidly
mobilizing for mass immigration enforcement.
Internal documents reveal a $38.3 billion
plan to expand detention capacity to 92,600,
involving the acquisition of massive industrial
sites in states like Georgia and New
Hampshire. This domestic securitization is
mirrored regionally by the electoral victory of
Laura Ferndndez in Costa Rica, who has
pledged to adopt the "Bukele model” of
mano dura (iron fist) policies against

organized crime. This rightward shift in Latin
America suggests a growing regional appetite
for authoritarian-leaning security frameworks
over traditional democratic norms.

Concurrent global crises include a confirmed
measles epidemic across North America,
attributed to a multi-year decline in
vaccination rates, and new forensic evidence
from five European nations confirming that
Russian opposition leader Alexey Navalny was
poisoned with epibatidine, a South American
frog toxin. These developments highlight a
volatile environment where biological threats,
high-stakes political assassinations, and rapid
regime changes are the primary drivers of
global risk.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Post-Maduro Transition in Venezuela

» The U.S. has recognized Delsi Rodriguez as
the interim leader following Maduro's
removal on January 3, signaling a shift
toward pragmatic engagement focused on
oil and migration rather than immediate
democratization.
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e Opposition coordinator Leopoldo Lépez
warns that the interim government is
consolidating power by appointing loyalists,
such as the daughter of Diosdado Cabello,
to ministerial posts.

* Secretary of State Marco Rubio informed
Congress that a transition to democracy is
a long-term objective, prioritizing security

and economic stabilization in the interim.
Forced Energy Collapse in Cuba

* The Trump administration's decision to cut
Venezuelan oil shipments and pressure
Mexico to cease supplies has left Cuba with

15 to 20 days of petroleum reserves.

* Energy experts report that while domestic
crude can power 80% of thermoelectric
plants, the lack of diesel will paralyze
transportation, water pumping, and the
sugar harvest.

* The administration is openly speculating
that the current energy crisis could lead to

the regime's immediate fall, a scenario not

seen since the collapse of the Soviet Union.
U.S. Mass Detention Infrastructure Surge

* ICE is investing billions to convert
industrial ~warehouses into regional
processing centers, including a 1-million-

square-foot facility in Georgia designed to
hold 10,000 migrants.

* The plan aims to reach a total capacity of
92,600 detainees by November 30, 2026,
marking a historic expansion of the
domestic enforcement apparatus.

* Local opposition is mounting, with Senator
Raphael Warnock introducing amendments
to block federal funds for specific detention
expansions in Social Circle and Oakwood,
Georgia.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Diplomacy & Statecraft

* Secretary Rubio's message at the Munich
Security Conference emphasized that the
US. will n ndon ATO, Dbut
maintained a "subterranean" demand for
Europe to decrease its
dependence.

security

* International analysts observe a fracture
within the Furopean alliance between
conservative factions seeking independent
defense and "dependent" nations like
Spain.

Global Health & Biosecurity

e Experts warn that control over measles
transmission has been lost in the U.S,,
Canada, and Mexico, with three deaths
recorded in early 2026.

* The outbreak is linked to an
"immunological vacuum" among young
adults and a multi-year decline in
vaccination intensity during and after the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Energy & Critical Minerals

* Russia is bypassing international embargos
by selling o0il on the black market at
discounts of $17 to $20 below market price.

* Cuba is pivoting to electric tricycles and
renewable energy to mitigate the total loss

of imported fossil fuels, though experts
doubt this can prevent economic paralysis.

Civil Unrest & Social Order

* In Venezuela, a "democratic awakening" is
led by vigils for political prisoners, even as
the Delsi Rodriguez government maintains
687 detainees and uses "colectivos" for
street-level repression.
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* Tensions in Puerto Rico remain high
following ICE raids and political flashpoints
involving cultural figures like Bad Bunny,
who has become a symbol of resistance
against colonial and immigration policies.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Rise of the "Transactional Security"
Doctrine

The transcripts indicate a shift from idealistic
democracy promotion to a transactional
doctrine where stability and resource access
are paramount. The U.S. acceptance of the
Delsi Rodriguez regime in
demonstrates a willingness to work with
authoritarian "frenemies" who can guarantee
oil flows and curb migration. This trend is
bolstered by the emergence of Bukele-
inspired leaders in the region, such as Laura
Ferndndez in Costa Rica, who view "iron fist"
security as more effective than traditional
democratic processes. The strategic narrative
suggests that the U.S. is prioritizing a "cordon
sanitaire" in the Hemisphere,
utilizing energy warfare and mass detention
to manage regional volatility.

Venezuela

Western

Securitization of the US Domestic

Perimeter

Domestic policy is increasingly characterized
by the militarization of civil infrastructure.
The conversion of massive in rial
warehouses into detention centers reflects a
whole-of-government mobilization for mass
deportation. This move, costing tens of
billions, indicates that the administration
views the internal migration issue not merely
as a policy challenge but as a primary security
threat requiring a massive physical and
logistical footprint. This domestic posture is

directly linked to foreign policy, as the threat
of deportation is used as a tool of statecraft in
bilateral negotiations with Latin American
partners.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

United States: Polarization and

Infrastructure Strain

* Public figures like Bad Bunny are openly
criticizing the administration's immigration
programs during high-profile events like
the Super Bowl, reflecting a deep cultural
divide.

* Local communities are resisting federal
projects; Social Circle, Georgia, officials
fear the tripling of their population due to a
new ICE center will collapse their water
and sewer systems.

e Political leaders like Marco Rubio are
walking a fine line, assuring European
allies of NATO commitments while

demanding significant changes in their

defense spending and policy direction.

Venezuela: Elite Consolidation vs. Popular
Awakening

e The interim government is rapidly
rebranding as a stable partner, releasing
some prisoners and passing new oil laws to
attract U.S. investment.

* However, the retention of Maduro-era
hardliners like Diosdado Cabello suggests
that regime survival is the core priority,
raising risks of a "Madurismo without
Maduro" scenario.
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EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The U.S. is projecting power through Energy
Statecraft, essentially deciding which
regional regimes survive based on their
alignment with U.S. fuel and migration
interests. The intentional strangulation of
Cuba's energy supply serves as a deterrent to
other regional actors who might consider
bucking U.S. policy. Globally, the U.S. is
framing the international system as a arena
for competition over Critical Technology,
with high-level discussions at the Munich
Security Conference focusing on
semiconductors and Al as the new frontiers of
security. The outside world is portrayed not as
a community of nations, but as a fractured
landscape where the U.S. must selectively
intervene to protect its domestic perimeter
and resource supply chains.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Market sentiment is dominated by the
resumption of Venezuelan oil trade and the
aggressive U.S. detention spending program,
which acts as a significant fiscal stimulus for
the private prison and security sectors.

* Petroleum Markets: Russia continues to
sell oil at deep discounts ($17-$20 below
market) to maintain cash flow despite
sanctions.

* Detention Infrastructure: ICE has spent
over $690 million in recent weeks on
industrial property acquisitions in
Maryland, Arizona, Georgia, and Michigan.

* Cuba Crisis: The loss of diesel threatens
sugar harvests, a critical export sector,
potentially triggering a total economic
default for the island nation.

* Fiscal Indicators: The U.S. government is
committing $38.3 Dbillion to a new
"detention model," signaling a massive
reallocation of federal resources toward
border security.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The following leadership shifts are critical for
understanding the geopolitical
direction, particularly the consolidation of
right-wing and interim powers in the Western
Hemisphere.

current

* Delsi Rodriguez: Elevated to Presidenta
Encargada of Venezuela; she is successfully
navigating U.S. recognition while
incorporating Maduro loyalists into her
cabinet.

Marco Rubio: As Secretary of State, he

has become the primary architect of
regional "managed transitions," prioritizing
oil security over immediate democratic
elections.

Laura Fernandez: The President-elect of
Costa Rica represents a significant
ideological shift in one of the region's most
stable democracies, signaling an end to
moderate centrism.

Nicolas Maduro: Deposed and facing
justice, his removal has created a power
vacuum that the U.S. is actively seeking to
fill with more cooperative, yet still
authoritarian, elements.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The broadcasts prioritize Regional Security
and Energy Warfare, with heavy emphasis
on the Venezuelan transition and the Cuban
oil crisis. The tone is analytically skeptical

regarding the "democracy" of current
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transitions, frequently questioning if the Delsi
Rodriguez government is merely a rebranded
dictatorship. The ICE expansion story is
treated as a major logistical feat, though
localized opposition is buried in later
segments. Significant airtime is given to
Cultural Conflicts (Bad Bunny), using them
to frame the administration's immigration
policy as a battle for national identity. A
conspicuous omission is the lack of detailed
coverage on the Ukrainian front lines,
which is minimized in favor of focusing on the
broader Munich security discourse and the
Navalny forensic report.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The U.S. is framed as a "revived hegemon"
using its economic and logistical weight to
reshape the hemisphere. Leaders are
categorized by their utility to this U.S.-centric
order.

COUNTRIES

* Venezuela: Portrayed as a ‘'state in
transition" that 1is reforming out of
necessity, described by Secretary Rubio as
being in a '"long-term" process toward
stability.

* Cuba: Framed as a dying regime, literally
"falling" into darkness due to its own
strategic failure and U.S. pressure.

* Costa Rica: Depicted as a "democracy at a
crossroads," with critics fearing a deriva
autoritaria (authoritarian drift) under new
leadership.

LEADERS

* Donald Trump: Portrayed as a "decisive
disrupter" who is not in a hurry to restore
democracy if oil and security goals are met.

* Alexey Navalny: Framed as a martyr of
Russian brutality, with his death now
forensicly linked to a "lethal toxin" not
natural to Russia.

* Nayib Bukele: Implicitly framed as the
model for modern regional leadership, with
his "iron fist" praised by allies and feared
by democratic purists.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Narrative Seeding: U.S. officials are
seeding the narrative that the Venezuelan
transition must be "long-term," effectively
managing public expectations for a slow
return to democracy while oil begins to
flow.

Censorship: The Delsi Rodriguez
government in Venezuela is reportedly
using paramilitary groups (colectivos) to
search citizens' cell phones for social media
posts critical of the government.

Psychological Operations: The publicized
oil shortage in Cuba, amplified by Kepler

data and Trump's own rhetoric, is designed
to induce panic and potentially spark
internal regime collapse.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* The "Madurismo 2.0" Scenario: The
Delsi Rodriguez administration may
successfully secure U.S. support through oil
concessions, leading to a long-term
stabilization of an authoritarian regime that
is  simply more
Washington.

cooperative with
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* Cuban Humanitarian Crisis: If oil
supplies do not resume, a total collapse of
Cuban infrastructure (water, power, food) is
likely within 30-60 days, possibly triggering
a mass migration event toward the U.S.
that could overwhelm even the new ICE
centers.

Regional Authoritarian Contagion: The
success of the "Bukele model" in Costa Rica
could lead other formerly moderate states
(e.g., Panama, Dominican Republic) to
abandon democratic institutions in favor of
centralized security regimes.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a surge in
ICE enforcement operations in Puerto Rico
and the continental U.S. to signal
administrative strength. In Cuba, widespread
blackouts will likely lead to localized social

unrest as cooking gas reserves deplete.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Venezuelan oil
production will increase, potentially lowering

global prices but also consolidating Delsi

Rodriguez' ntrol. The measles outbreak
will reach its peak, necessitating possible
quarantine measures or mandatory

vaccination debates in North America.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The U.S. domestic
security infrastructure (detention centers) will
become permanent multi-use facilities. A
regional "Security Bloc" may form, prioritizing
joint enforcement against gangs and cartels
over civil liberties, fundamentally altering the

Inter-American system.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The current geopolitical landscape is defined
by cascading risks where energy security and

domestic enforcement strategies create high-
potential flashpoints.

* Cuban Total System Failure: The lack of
fuel leads to a total collapse of water and
power, causing a mass exodus. Triggers:
Depletion of final diesel reserves within 21
days. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Catastrophic regional migration crisis.
Mitigations: Selective humanitarian fuel
waivers or rapid regime transition.

* Venezuelan Opposition Fracture:
Tensions between Leopoldo Loépez’s
demand for immediate elections and U.S.
support for the interim status quo lead to
civil conflict. Triggers: Formal
announcement of a 2-year delay in general
elections. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:
Return to instability and sabotage of oil
facilities. Mitigations: Inclusive roadmap
for political prisoner release and candidate
eligibility.

* Measles Pandemic Escalation: The loss
of control over transmission leads to high

childhood mortality and economic
disruption from  health  restrictions.

Triggers: Rapid spread into urban school
systems. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Significant public health crisis and loss of
trust in government agencies. Mitigations:
Emergency vaccination campaigns and
mobile health units.

* U.S. Critical Infrastructure Overload:
Rapidly opening mass detention centers
causes localized utility failures and social
unrest in host communities. Triggers:
Activation of the 10,000-person Social
Circle, GA facility. Likelihood: High.
Impact: Domestic civil unrest and legal
blockages. Mitigations: Federal investment
in local municipal water/sewer upgrades.
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* Regional Autocracy Normalization: The
adoption  of  Bukele-style  executive
overreach in Costa Rica sets a precedent
for dismantling judicial independence
across Latin America. Triggers:
Presidential decree to bypass the
legislative branch in Costa Rica. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Erosion of U.S. influence
over long-term democratic partners.
Mitigations: Diplomatic pressure through
the OEA and conditionality of security aid.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

A comprehensive risk assessment is hampered
by the following informational voids in the
current reporting:

» The specific location and health of Nicolas
Maduro following his removal; his
potential to lead a counter-coup remains an
unassessed risk.

* The degree of Chinese and Russian
involvement in supporting the remaining
Cuban regime elements via covert fuel
transfers or credit lines.

* The actual vaccination coverage levels
among the migrant populations targeted by
the new ICE detention centers, which could
become incubators for the measles
outbreak.

* The environmental impact of the rapid
expansion of Venezuelan oil production
under weakened regulatory oversight
during the transition period.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

e The "Delsi Trap": The apparent U.S.

success in removing Maduro and installing
Rodriguez may be a Russian-brokered
tactical retreat. By installing a
"cooperative" face like Rodriguez, the
regime secures its assets and oil revenue
while maintaining the Madurista security
apparatus in the shadows, waiting for U.S.
political shifts to re-assert total control.

The ICE Fiscal CIliff: The $38.3 billion
detention plan may be a massive logistical
overreach designed to fail. If the facilities
cannot be staffed or maintained, they could
become sites of humanitarian disaster,
forcing a Black Swan collapse of the
administration's immigration policy and
triggering a constitutional crisis over
federal vs. state authority in facility
management.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Prepare for a high-intensity

maritime migration surge from Cuba as the

energy crisis peaks.

* Diplomatic: Condition U.S. oil investment

in Venezuela on the restoration of judicial
independence to prevent a long-term

authoritarian lock-in.

* Biosecurity: Implement emergency

r-wi vaccination reenin
mitigate the measles epidemic.
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For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chains: Anticipate total paralysis
of Cuban export logistics; diversify sugar
and nickel sources immediately.

* Energy Sector: Venezuelan oil assets carry
high regulatory and political risk; focus on
short-cycle extraction contracts over long-
term infrastructure investment.

* Regulatory Compliance: Monitor
increasing local opposition to federal

infrastructure projects (detention centers)
which could delay government contracting
timelines.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity is centered on the rapid
mobilization of security funds and responding
to the Venezuelan regime change through new
energy and diplomatic frameworks.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:
o Detention Infrastructure Funding: A

$38.3 billion appropriation for the ICE
"92,600 Capacity" model.

o Warnock Amendment: A proposal to

prohibit federal funds for the expansion

of ICE centers in Social Circle and
Oakwood, Georgia.

o Ley de Hidrocarburos (Venezuela): A
new interim law in Venezuela designed

to open the oil sector to U.S. investment.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

o Rubio Munich Briefing: Clarified that
the U.S. recognizes Delsi Rodriguez but
views the return to democracy as a long-
term goal.

o Munich Security Conference: High-
level debates on European AI and
semiconductor security independence.

o Oppenheimer Interview with
Leopoldo Lopez: Critiqued the
"Madurismo without Maduro" trend and

demanded general elections.

KEY STORIES

* Navalny Forensic Report: Five European

nations (UK, Sweden, France, Germany,
Netherlands) confirm Alexey Navalny was
poisoned with epibatidine, a toxin from
South American frogs, which they claim
Moscow had the motive and opportunity to
administer.

Venezuela Rapprochement: Following
the January 3 removal of Maduro,
Venezuela received 6 tons of medical
supplies from the U.S. as part of a deal
between the Trump administration and
interim leader Delsi Rodriguez.

ICE Detention Expansion: ICE is

acquiring massive properties, including a
128.5-million-dollar facility in Georgia, to
create a new regional processing model at
an estimated cost of $38.3 billion.

Cuba Energy Crisis: The Kepler data firm
reports Cuba has less than 20 days of oil
left; Mexico’s Claudia Sheinbaum says
continuing supplies is a ‘'"sovereign
decision" but faces U.S. pressure to cut
them off.
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* Costa Rica FElection Result: Laura
Ferndndez wins the presidency, marking a
triumph for the right wing and signaling a
shift toward Bukele-style security policies
in Central America.

* North American Measles Outbreak: Dr.
Malaquias Lopez warns that measles cases
in 2026 already exceed habitual annual
numbers, with fatalities reported in the U.S.
for the first time since 2015.

* Bad Bunny Super Bowl Controversy:
Cultural figure Bad Bunny’s immigration
stance and performance in Spanish at the
Super Bowl spark debate over American
identity and administration policies.

* Munich Security Conference: Marco
Rubio assures allies of NATO commitment
while maintaining pressure for European
self-reliance  in  defense and tech

sovereignty.

* Steam Files Scandal: Hillary Clinton
describes files from the "Steam saga"

involving Royalty and government officials

as "horrifying" and "terrifying."

* SpaceX Mission: A SpaceX capsule with
four astronauts reached the ISS following
an emergency evacuation of the previous
crew for medical reasons.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-
new-daily- -trends-on-capitol-hill-
media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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