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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The reporting cycle for February 15-16, 2026,
portrays a nation in a state of high-stakes
transition, balancing the festive conclusion of
the Lunar New Year (Imlek) with the
imminent start of the Islamic holy month of
Ramadan on February 18. This cultural
intersection is overshadowed by severe
domestic economic pressures, specifically
sharp spikes in the prices of basic
commodities like chicken, eggs, and chili
peppers, which are straining household
budgets across the archipelago. Concurrently,
the government is grappling with a massive
environmental crisis in Tangerang following
a pesticide warehouse fire that has decimated
the biota of the Cisadane River, leading to
threats of legal action against corporate
entities and highlighting significant gaps in
industrial wastewater infrastructure.

On the international front, the narrative is
increasingly defined by geopolitical
escalation in the Middle East. Reports of U.S.
aircraft carrier deployments and explicit
threats from the Trump
regarding regime change in Iran are being
framed as a move toward "total war." This is
further complicated by harrowing allegations
of the use of "thermal weapons" in Gaza that
reportedly leave no remains of victims, a
development that is being leveraged by state-
aligned media to criticize Western complicity
and the
Domestically, Indonesia continues to face
asymmetric threats in Papua, where KKB
militants recently targeted a civilian aircraft,
and a growing debate over the institutional
integrity of the KPK, reflecting ongoing
friction between the executive and legislative
branches over the "weakening" of anti-
corruption measures.

administration

failure of international law.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

1. Regional War Posture in the Middle
East

* The deployment of the USS Gerald Ford
and USS Roosevelt to the Middle East
signals a transition from deterrence to
active offensive preparation against Iran.

* U.S. President Trump has explicitly called
for regime change in Tehran, framing 47
years of failed diplomacy as a justification
for military intervention.

* The Iranian Revolutionary Guard has issued
a counter-threat to attack all U.S. bases in
Jordan, Kuwait, and the UAE if Iranian
territory is struck.
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2. The
Catastrophe

Cisadane Environmental

A fire at a chemical pesticide warehouse in

Tangerang has led to a massive spill of
cypermethrin and profenofos into the
Cisadane River.

* Biota destruction has spread across 22.5
kilometers, affecting three major regencies
and contaminating local groundwater
sources.

* Government auditors have identified a
critical infrastructure failure, noting that

lacked mandatory

wastewater treatment facilities (IPA).

the warehouse

3. Ramadan Food Inflation Crisis

Basic food staples are experiencing pre-
Ramadan price surges, with chicken

reaching Rp45,000 to Rpb50,000 per

kilogram in West Java and Sumatra.

e Chili pepper prices have spiked to
Rp85,000 per kilogram, leading to reduced
purchasing power and merchant complaints
of "the worst inflation in years."

* The government has allocated Rp55 trillion
for civil servant holiday bonuses (THR) to
stimulate consumer spending amid these
hikes.

4. Resurgent Corruption Commission
Debate

* Former President Jokowi has publicly
distanced himself from the 2019 KPK law
revision, claiming it was a legislative
initiative he did not sign, despite
constitutional automatic enactment.

e Civic groups like MAKI and former
investigators are challenging this narrative,
citing the Pr
as proof of executive concurrence in the
agency's perceived weakening.

idential rpri

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization: The
Indonesian news cycle is heavily weighted
toward the prospect of mili
Iran and the seizure of o0il tankers.
Domestically, the shooting of a Smart Air
plane by KKB in Papua highlights a persistent,
uncontained insurgency.

ion in

Climate & Extreme Weather: Severe land
movement and soil shifting in Tegal and
Semarang have forced the relocation of 1,500
residents after hundreds of homes were
destroyed by geological instability
exacerbated by heavy rainfall.

Critical Infrastructure Security: The
collapse of the Jubung bridge in Jember due to
river overflow and the failure of drainage
systems in Tangerang to contain pesticide
runoff point to systemic maintenance and
design flaws in national infrastructure.

Food & Water Security: The Ministry of
Religious Affairs is urging citizens to wait for
the isbat session to determine Ramadan's
start, while the Ministry of Health has issued

warnings against consuming fish from the
Cisadane due to high toxicity levels.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance:
President Prabowo Subianto is centralizing
control by summoning ministers to
Hambalang to discuss food security and
inaugurating Nutrition Service Units (SPPG)
to fulfill campaign promises, signaling a move
toward a more ‘'"nationalist-paternalist"
governance style.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The "Harmoni" Narrative vs. Economic
Reality

A recurring theme is the state's effort to
project social cohesion during the Imlek-
Ramadan overlap. Coverage of Bandeng
Festivals in Rawa Belong and Lantern Walks
at Bundaran HI emphasizes cultural
syncretism. However, this narrative of
harmony is in direct tension with reports from
traditional markets where merchants describe
extreme frustration over the government's
inability to control food speculators and
supply chain bottlenecks.

Environmental
Accountability

Deregulation and

The Cisadane spill is not being treated merely
as an accident but as a symptom of corporate
negligence. The framing focuses on the lack
of mandatory IPA facilities at the warehouse,
suggesting a trend of industrial zones growing
faster than regulatory oversight. The
government's use of eco-enzymes to
neutralize the river appears more as a
symbolic palliative than a rigorous technical
solution.

Normalization of Asymmetric Warfare

The discourse on the Middle East has shifted
from "diplomatic concern" to the "analysis of
tactical brutality." Extensive coverage of
thermal weapons in Gaza—allegedly capable
of reaching 3,500 degrees Celsius—serves to
dehumanize the opposing bloc (the U.S.-Israel
alliance) while signaling to the domestic
audience that conventional international
protections are no longer operational.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Indonesia exhibits signs of institutional
friction and societal strain. The Governor of
Jakarta, Pramono Anung, has taken a hardline
stance by
from conducting restaurant raids during
Ramadan, indicating a fear of civil unrest
sparked by religious radicalism. Meanwhile,
the KPK controversy shows a deep fissure
between the current administration and the
"reformist" faction of civil society, with former
President Jokowi being cast as a figure trying
to rehabilitate his legacy against claims of
institutional sabotage.

nning vigilan r rm

Public sentiment is also being tested by a
series of tragic local events, including a
brutal child abuse case in Karawang and a
murder of a teenager in Bandung Barat over a
broken friendship. These stories are given
significant airtime, potentially serving as a
distraction from larger macroeconomic
failures or as a means to justify increased

police presence, such as the Apel Siaga
Kamtibmas involving 10,000 personnel.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The "outside world" is framed as a hostile
and chaotic arena dominated by U.S.
aggression. The broadcast portrays the U.S. as
an unreliable actor that "stabs in the back"

(menikung dalam lipatan), particularly
regarding the Trump peace proposals that are

characterized as favoring Israel. Indonesia is
positioning itself as a moral observer, aligned
with the Muslim world's grievances while
maintaining pragmatic diplomatic distance.

The state is also highlighting its
international cooperation in niche areas,
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such as receiving the KRI Kanopu 936

warship from Germany, indicating a
commitment to naval modernization despite
the global focus on Middle Eastern land and
air conflicts. This suggests Indonesia is
preparing for a future where regional
maritime security becomes as volatile as the
Levant.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The national economy is facing significant
inflationary headwinds, primarily driven by
seasonal demand and supply chain
inefficiencies. Market sentiment is cautious,
with the government relying heavily on social
assistance and bonuses to maintain stability.

* Commodity Prices: Chicken prices have

increased by over 30% in a week; Chili
peppers up by 40-50%.

* Fiscal Measures: The Ministry of Finance
has confirmed a Rp55 trillion THR budget
for 2026, targeting 9.4 million personnel.

Banking & Housing: BRI has absorbed

Rp2.3 trillion in KPP quotas, serving 17,443
debtors, though this growth is threatened
by rising construction material costs.

Logistics: Stasiun Pasar Senen and

Bandung Station are operating at
near-100% occupancy due to the long
weekend and early mudik travelers.

Illicit Economy: A major drug syndicate
bust in Cakung seized 476g of meth and
"happy water," indicating a robust market
for synthetic narcotics despite increased
enforcement.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Personnel shifts and leadership activity
indicate a consolidation of power around the

Prabowo administration and a re-evaluation of
past legacies.

e Prabowo Subianto: Actively directing

cabinet policy from his Hambalang
residence, emphasizing a "hands-on"

military style of governance.

* Pramono Anung: Positioning himself as
the manager of Jakarta's social peace,
explicitly challenging religious hardliners
to maintain the city's "Global City" status.

* Joko Widodo: Currently in a defensive
posture regarding his
record, with his narrative being publicly
deconstructed by civil society leaders.

anti-corruption

* Listyo Sigit Prabowo: The Police Chief is
highly visible, linking law enforcement to
social welfare distribution and national

nutrition programs.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network maintains a high-intensity,
nationalistic, and at times alarmist tone. The
"Lead Stories" focus on the U.S.-Iran war
threat and the Cisadane chemical disaster,
creating a sense of dual peril: external war
and internal environmental collapse. Religious
traditions are used as "soft" breaks, but even
these are framed through the lens of
economic struggle. The broadcast minimizes
domestic political infighting within the
current Prabowo cabinet, instead focusing on
the legacy of the previous administration
(KPK debate) as a lightning rod for
institutional criticism. Conspicuously absent is
any detailed discussion of the national debt
or the specific triggers behind the KKB
shooting in Papua, which is treated as a
routine security occurrence rather than a
political failure.
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GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The world
multipolar

is portrayed as a fracturing
arena where traditional

"guardrails" have vanished.

COUNTRIES and LEADERS

United States / Donald Trump: Portrayed
as belligerent, impulsive,
untrustworthy. The broadcast explicitly
notes that Trump is "difficult to trust" and
often "stabs in the back" (menikung dalam
lipatan).

Israel / Benjamin Netanyahu: Framed as
principled only in violence and "brutal"

and

in its execution of the Gaza campaign,
utilizing "forbidden weapons" provided by

the U.S. (senjata terlarang).

Iran / Ayatollah Khamenei: Portrayed as
defiant and prepared. The narrative
emphasizes Iranian "steadfastness" and its
ability to retaliate across the entire Middle
East (retaliation across 7 countries).

China: Framed as a rising economic
stabilizing force whose export capacity
continues to grow while the U.S. focuses

solely on militarization (China terus
menaik).
NON-STATE & CORPORATE

ACTORS

KKB Papua: Framed as a chaotic,
criminal threat to civilian safety, targeting
essential transport infrastructure (shooting
at Smart Air).

PT Biotexatama: Portrayed as criminally
negligent for lacking wastewater
treatment  facilities, serving as a
placeholder for corporate greed (milik pt
biotexatamadi).

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

Narrative Seeding: The extensive detail
provided on "evaporated" bodies in Gaza
appears designed to seed a narrative of
Western war crimes that bypasses
conventional forensic detection.

Domestic Spin: The government's focus
on "Nutrition Service Units" operated by
the police chief serves to normalize the
military/police role in social services, a
hallmark of the new administration's
strategy.

Strategic Leaks: The "leak" of the Rp55
trillion THR budget just as food prices
peaked suggests a calculated attempt to
preempt social unrest through a "holiday
wealth" promise.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

Ramadan Unrest: If food prices do not
stabilize within the next 7 days, the ban on
"ormas" raids may be ignored, leading to
clashes in wurban centers between
vigilantes and local police.

Regional Spillover: The deployment of the
USS Gerald Ford suggests that a U.S. strike
on Iranian nuclear or oil facilities is likely
the month, potentially
triggering a global energy shock.

within next

Relocation Escalation: The Tegal
relocation project will likely face budget

overruns, leading to local political friction
between regency and
governments over land rights.

provincial
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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect intensified
market operations by the government to
flood the market with subsidized chicken and
oil to dampen Ramadan inflation. Security
forces will likely remain at "Siaga 1" status
through the start of the holy month.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The Cisadane
litigation will become a litmus test for the
Prabowo administration's willingness to
prosecute major industrial donors. A regional
Middle East conflict would likely lead to
Indonesia implementing emergency fuel
subsidies.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The normalization of
police involvement in nutrition and social
services (SPPG) suggests a structural shift
toward a hybrid security-welfare state.
Geological risks in Central Java will likely
necessitate a permanent policy shift toward
managed retreat from land-shift zones.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Mass Social Unrest due to Food
Inflation: Triggered by continued chicken/
chili price hikes above 50% during
Ramadan. Likelihood: High. Impact: High.
Mitigations: Release of government rice
reserves and strict enforcement against
hoarders.

* Regional Energy Shock from Middle
East War: Triggered by a U.S. strike on
Iranian assets and the closing of the Strait
of Hormuz. Likelihood: Moderate-High.
Impact: Catastrophic. Mitigations:
Strategic fuel reserves and diversifying
energy imports toward Russia/China.

* Systemic Health Crisis from Cisadane
Contamination: Triggered by the failure
of residents to heed water use warnings
and subsequent chemical poisoning
outbreaks. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:
High. Mitigations: Immediate provision of
clean water trucks and rapid soil/water
testing.

* Escalation of Insurgency in Papua:
Triggered by successful militant strikes on
civilian aviation or critical supply lines.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Moderate-High.
Mitigations: Enhanced aerial surveillance
and increased military escorts for civilian
logistics.

Institutional Breakdown of Anti-
Corruption Efforts: Triggered by the total
co-option of the KPK by the executive
branch following the 2019 law debates.
Likelihood: Certain. Impact: High (long-
term). Mitigations: Legislative review of the
KPK law and increased transparency in
"Surpres" issuance.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

e The specific chemical composition and
toxicological lifespan of the
cypermethrin-profenofos mix in the
Cisadane is not detailed, leaving a gap in
long-term health risk assessments.

* The broadcast fails to address fuel price
stability; if food is rising, transport costs
(solar/pertalite) are likely also wunder
pressure but unmentioned.

e There is no mention of the Papuan
separatist political demands, only the
kinetic shooting events, which obscures the
potential for a negotiated settlement.
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* The actual current occupancy of
hospitals in Tegal following the land
movement is not provided, making it
difficult to assess the strain on local
healthcare.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Managed Crisis" Hypothesis: The
current emphasis on food inflation and the
Rp55 trillion THR budget is a deliberate
distraction by the Prabowo administration to
push through more controversial security
legislation or personnel changes while the
public is focused on their wallets. The
"harmony" events are a smokescreen for the
further securitization of Jakarta.

The U.S.-Iran Bluster Scenario: The
"aircraft carrier" narrative is a performative
domestic tactic for President Trump to secure
concessions from Iran on oil pricing or
regional proxies without intention of total
war, while the Indonesian media is
misinterpreting theater for strategy.

Black Swan Event: A secondary warehouse
fire or industrial accident in the Tangerang-
Jakarta corridor, occurring while resources
are diverted to the Cisadane spill, could
trigger a localized environmental collapse
and mass urban evacuation.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

e Immediately finalize the isbat Ramadan
determination to provide market certainty.

» Fast-track the relocation of Tegal refugees

before the peak of the rainy season to avoid
further casualties.

* Urgently review industrial zoning laws to
ensure all chemical storage facilities have
operational IPAs.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Retailers should prepare for disrupted
food supply chains and potential "price
ceiling" regulations.

* Investors in Real Estate (Semarang/
Tegal) must conduct urgent geological
reassessments of their portfolios.

* Logistics firms operating in Papua should
increase security premiums and consider
secondary transport routes.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The legislative environment is dominated by
budget confirmations for civil servant bonuses
and a retrospective debate on the legal
foundations of the national anti-corruption
agency. Key press events involve President

Prabowo's strategic briefings and the
Governor of Jakarta's social stability
mandates.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o KPK Law Revision (2019/2026

Context): Debate over the automatic
enactment of laws not signed by the
President and the strategic impact of the
"Surpres."

o RUU Perampasan Aset (Asset
Forfeiture Bill): Pushed by the current
administration to "impoverish
corruptors" (dimiskinkan).

o THR 2026 Allocation: Confirmation of
the Rpb5 trillion fiscal outlay for civil

servants.
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* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

o Hambalang Cabinet Briefing:
President Prabowo summoning ministers
to address food security and industrial
spills.

o Jakarta Ramadan Mandate: Governor

Pramono Anung's press conference
banning restaurant raids and ormas
intervention.

o Cisadane Audit Presser: Ministry of
Environment's announcement of legal
findings against PT Biotexatama.

KEY STORIES

* Cisadane Pesticide Contamination: A
fire at a warehouse in Tangerang led to 20
tons of pesticide spilling into the Cisadane
river, Kkilling thousands of fish and
contaminating water across 22.5km.

U.S.-Iran Escalation: President Trump
threatens regime change in Iran while
deploying two aircraft carriers to the
region.

Gaza "Thermal Weapon" Allegations:
Reports of new thermal and vacuum bombs
used by Israel that allegedly vaporize
human remains.

Pre-Ramadan Food Inflation: Chicken
prices hit Rp50,000/kg and chili peppers
reach Rp85,000/kg.

THR Budget Confirmation: The
government confirms Rpb55 trillion in
holiday bonuses for 9.4 million state
employees.

* Jakarta Religious Security: Governor
Pramono Anung forbids ormas raids on
restaurants during the Ramadan period.

Tegal Land Movement Disaster: Over

1,500 residents are being relocated after
land shifts destroyed 413 homes.

Papua Smart Air Shooting: KKB militants
fired upon a Smart Air aircraft during
landing at Korowai, Papua.

KPK Institutional Weakening Debate:
Former President Jokowi denies signing the
law that allegedly weakened the KPK in
2019.

TPU Karet Bivak Ziarah Surge: Over
2,000 pilgrims visited the cemetery in a
single day as part of Ramadan traditions.
IIMS 2026 EV Dilemma: Visitors at the
Indonesia  International = Motor Show
express interest in EVs but cite lack of
charging stations as a barrier.

Cakung Drug Bust: Police seized 476
grams of meth and 62 packages of "happy
water" from a Jakarta syndicate.

Jember Bridge Collapse: The 100-meter

Jubung bridge collapsed due to flash floods,
cutting off access for thousands.

Westlife Jakarta Concert: The band
performed a 25th-anniversary concert in

Jakarta, drawing massive crowds.

Aceh Ganja Destruction: Police destroyed

112 hectares of ganja fields in the Aceh

mountains, valued at Rp1.27 trillion.

Karawang Child Torture Case: A 2.5-

year-old child suffered severe eye and

tongue injuries after being tortured by the
mother's partner.

Philippine Balloon Festival: New Clock
City hosted a 26th-anniversary balloon
festival featuring heart-shaped balloons for
Valentine's Day.

Odessa Drone Strike: A Russian drone

attack on an apartment complex in Odessa

killed an elderly woman.

KRI Kanopu 936 Commissioning: The
Indonesian Navy received a new warship
from German manufacturers.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=METROTV_20260215_173000_Primetime_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=METROTV_20260215_173000_Primetime_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=METROTV_20260215_180500_Primetime_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=METROTV_20260215_020500_Melihat_Indonesia
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=METROTV_20260215_050000_Metro_Siang
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=METROTV_20260215_183000_Primetime_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=METROTV_20260215_040500_Metro_Siang
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=METROTV_20260215_040500_Metro_Siang
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=METROTV_20260215_223000_Metro_Pagi_Primetime
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=METROTV_20260215_210000_Headline_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=METROTV_20260215_200500_Metro_This_Week
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=METROTV_20260215_200000_Headline_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=METROTV_20260215_070000_Headline_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=METROTV_20260215_070000_Headline_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=METROTV_20260215_080000_Headline_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=METROTV_20260215_080000_Headline_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=METROTV_20260215_043000_Metro_Siang
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=METROTV_20260215_043000_Metro_Siang
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=METROTV_20260215_215500_Top_News

* Munggahan and Nyadran Traditions:
Local communities in Banten and

Yogyakarta performed mass prayers and

feasts ahead of Ramadan.

* Bandeng Rawa Belong Festival: A
cultural event featuring 10kg giant milkfish
to celebrate the Imlek-Ramadan overlap.

* SpaceX Crew Dragon Mission:
Successful launch of four astronauts to the
International Space Station after weather
delays.

* Aceh Landslides (Bener Meriah): Heavy
rains triggered landslides that buried key
sections of the Biren-Takengon highway.

e Child Alcohol Case in NTT: A father was
arrested for giving local liquor (sopi) to his

11-month-old child for social media
content.

* MRA Criminal Arrest: A repeat offender
was arrested in Banjar for stabbing an
online taxi driver over a cigarette dispute.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalevleetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://

hi Jotails/ty.
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