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T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

FEBRUARY 15, 2026:
ESSENTIAL WORKERS U.S. GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN ENFORCEMENT FUNDED &
UNPAID (90% of DHS) & FUNDING CRISIS OPERATIONAL ($75B SURPLUS)

FEMA, Coast Guard, TSA operate pay. ICE & CBP salaries & operations continue using separate
Critical infrastructure staffing threatened. surplus funds. Priority on enforcement over broader functions.

THE WEAPONIZATION OF BORDER
POLICY & JUDICIAL RESISTANCE

JUDICIAL REBUKE: . LAWFARE EMERGES: TACTICS
Over 4,400 rulings against S i) Judiciary becomes SCRUTINIZED:
illegal ICE detention practices. & primary check on < Reports of "less-lethal”
Courts order return of & ® executive overreach projectiles causing
wrongfully deported citizens | amidst legislative permanent injuries
(e.g., Ani Lucia Lépez Bellosa). | WAL g stalemate. gxneumlogical

/ lamage.

TRANSNATIONAL VIOLENCE
&GLOBALPOSTURE £

RUSSIA: POLITICAL
ASSASSINATION & TENSION

=
MEXICO: CARTEL-DRIVEN
INSTABILITY & EXTORTION

MIDDI :
ESCALATING MILITARY ACTION

"‘ ’g&\ N

LE EAST:
N

INFLATION & TRADE DISPUTES: COMMUNITY IMPACT:

10% tariffs on roses (Colombia/ Fear of 'redadas’ (raids) impacts
Ecuador) drive prices up. local economies & social stability.

Consumer spending resilient but Public trust in federal law
clouded by uncertainty. enforcement erodes.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & RISKS

Logistical delays at airports/borders. Immigration reform (body cameras, end Deportation costs reshape alliances.

High-stakes judicial returns. profiling) becomes political centerpiece. Mexican state may militarize mining.

SHORT TERM (WEEKS): ’ MEDIUM TERM (MONTHS): ‘ LONG TERM (YEARS):
Potential disaster response failures.

SHORT TERM LONG TERM
RISK ASSESSMENT

CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE MEXICAN INDUSTRIAL ESCALATING AGRICULTURAL
DEGRADATION (High Risk): COLLAPSE GRAY-ZONE CONFLICT SUPPLY CHAIN SHOCK
Unpaid personnel attrition (Moderate-High Risk): (High Risk): Assassinations (High Risk): Climate
threatening national Extortion shutters mines, prompt sanctions & & tariffs cripple

resilience. loss of investment. cyber-retaliation. regional markets.
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A DOMESTIC FISCAL IMPASSE
INTERSECTS WITH HARDLINE
IMMIGRATION ENFORCEMENT AND
ESCALATING TRANSNATIONAL
VIOLENCE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The broadcasts from February 15, 2026,
reveal a United States grappling with a partial
government  shutdown driven by a
fundamental breakdown in congressional
negotiations over immigration policy and
border security funding. As the Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) operates under
expired  funding, a critical internal
contradiction has emerged: while over 90% of
the DHS workforce is deemed essential and
forced to work without pay, frontline
enforcement agencies such as Immigration
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) and Customs
and Border Protection (CBP) continue to
receive salaries due to a surpl f 75 billion
dollars in available funds. This fiscal disparity
exacerbates the partisan divide as Democrats
demand a 10-point reform plan, including
body cameras for agents and an end to racial
profiling, in response to rising reports of
excessive force and illegal detentions.

Simultaneously, the administration faces
significant legal and humanitarian challenges
regarding its enforcement tactics.
Investigative reports highlight a pattern of
"less lethal" weapons causing permanent
injuri r rs, while judicial scrutiny
has intensified following a Reuters study
suggesting thousands of immigrants have
been detained illegally by ICE without proper
bail hearings. These domestic tensions are
mirrored by regional instability in Mexico,
where the mining sector has been paralyzed
by cartel-driven violence and disappearances,
and on the global stage,
assassination of a Russian opposition leader
and retaliatory strikes against ISIS in Syria
signal a volatile international security
environment.

where the

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Partial Government Shutdown and DHS
Funding Crisis: A legislative stalemate
over border restrictions has led to the
expiration of DHS funds, forcing essential
workers in FEMA, the Coast Guard, and the
TSA to work without pay while the Senate
and House remain in recess until February
23.

* Judicial Rebuke of Immigration Tactics:
Federal courts have ordered the return of a
mistakenly deported 19-year-old student,
Ani Lucia Lépez Bellosa, by February 27, as
broader legal analysis reveals over 4,400
judicial rulings against illegal ICE detention
practices.
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* Mexican Mining Sector Instability:
Violent disappearances and the discovery
of mass graves in Concordia, Sinaloa, have
sparked multi-state protests by miners who
claim they are being targeted for extortion
by organized crime despite official claims of
"confusion."

* Assassination of Alexei Navalny: The
Russian opposition leader reportedly died
in prison after being poisoned with a lethal
toxin derived from Ecuadoran dart frogs,
an act Western allies attribute to the
Kremlin.

Retaliatory Military Action in Syria: U.S.
forces "Operation Hawkeye
Strike," conducting 10 strikes against ISIS
targets in Syria as retaliation for a
December ambush that killed two American
soldiers.

executed

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization: The U.S.
military has escalated its posture in the
Middle East through targeted infrastructure
strikes against ISIS arms warehouses.
Domestically, the wuse of ‘'"less Ilethal"
projectiles by federal agents has come under
fire as medical evidence suggests these
weapons cause injuries comparable to

gunshot wounds and long-term neurological

damage.

Civil Unrest & Social Order: Mexico faces a
significant challenge to its state authority as
mining workers in eight states defy the
government to demand justice for colleagues
kidnapped from their dormitories. In the U.S,,
community organizations and protesters are
increasingly mobilizing against ICE raids,
citing a climate of fear that is impacting local
economies and social stability.

Climate & Extreme Weather: The Sierra
Nevada region is preparing for a severe
winter storm expected to deposit up to three
feet of snow, complicating travel and logistics.
Additionally, the Colombian flower industry
reports that climate-driven intensity in rainfall
is forcing a shift toward more sustainable,
chemical-free agricultural practices to ensure
survival in a changing environment.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance: The
Trump administration's "hardline" approach
to both immigration and trade—specifically
the 10% rose tariff—is creating friction with
both domestic legislators and regional
partners like Colombia and Ecuador. The
inability to reach a budget agreement
highlights a breakdown in congressional
consensus that now threatens critical
infrastructure staffing.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Border Policy as a
Domestic Political Tool: The
government shutdown is not merely a fiscal
failure but a strategic maneuver. By
prioritizing the funding of ICE and CBP agents
while withholding pay for other DHS
personnel, the administration signals that
enforcement takes precedence over broader
department functions like disaster response
(FEMA) or maritime safety (Coast Guard).
This bifurcated funding creates a two-tiered
system of governance within a single
department.

current

The Rise of Lawfare Against Enforcement
Agencies: A burgeoning trend of legal
resistance is emerging against
immigration tactics. The Reuters study

showing thousands of illegal detentions and
the high-profile judicial order for a deportee’s

federal
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return suggest that the judiciary is becoming
a primary battleground for immigration policy,
increasingly acting as a check on executive

overreach in the absence of legislative reform.

Extortion as a Macro-Economic Threat in
Mexico: The mining protests in Mexico
indicate that cartel activity has moved beyond
drug trafficking into the systemic extortion of
vital industrial sectors. This shift threatens
foreign investment, particularly for Canadian
firms like Visla Silver, and highlights a
deteriorating security environment where
organized crime dictates the safety of the
labor force.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The United States is witnessing a deepening
of partisan polarization that has moved
beyond rhetoric into structural dysfunction.
The current partial government shutdown,
projected to last at least 10 days,
demonstrates a willingness to compromise
national operations for political leverage on
border policy. This instability is compounded
by a growing lack of public trust in federal
law enforcement, particularly in immigrant
communities where '"redadas" (raids) are
blamed for declining commercial activity and
social withdrawal. Furthermore, the domestic
legal system is being strained by mass
litigation regarding civil rights violations
during federal operations, suggesting a
potential long-term erosion of institutional
legitimacy.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The U.S. continues to project a hardline
"America First" posture, utilizing both military

force and economic statecraft to secure
interests. The execution of Operation
Hawkeye Strike reaffirms a commitment to
kinetic responses against non-state threats in
the Middle East. However, this is contrasted
by a more isolationist or aggressive trade
stance, as seen in the rose tariffs that have
strained relations with South American allies.
The administration’s posture is characterized
by a high degree of strategic friction: it seeks
to lead globally against rivals like Russia
while simultaneously adopting transactional
and defensiv immigration policies
that alienate traditional partners.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Despite inflationary pressures and trade
disputes, spending
resilient, though market sentiment is clouded
by the fiscal uncertainty of the government
shutdown and rising costs of imported goods.

consumer remains

* Retail Spending: The National Retail
Federation estimates a record 29 billion
dollars in Valentine’s Day spending, with
individuals averaging $200 each.

» Tariff Impacts: Roses from Colombia and
Ecuador are facing a 10% surcharge due to
Trump administration tariffs, driving the
cost of a dozen roses as high as $60 to $70.

* Deportation Costs: Taxpayer expenditure
for deportations to third countries like
Rwanda exceeded 40 million dollars in
2025, with individual costs occasionally
surpassing $1 million.

* Automotive Reliability: Consumer
Reports identified Subaru as the most
reliable brand for 2025 based on over 50
performance and safety metrics.
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* Government Fiscal State: While DHS
funding has expired, the administration
retains access to 7 illion llar:
specifically for immigration and border
protection operations.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The transcripts highlight key shifts in both
administration personnel and the strategic
direction of regional leaders, signaling a
period of consolidation and confrontation.

* Marco Rubio: Serving as Secretary of
State, Rubio has taken a defensive stance
on high-profile deportation cases, asserting
he lacks the power to issue visas in
defiance of certain judicial inquiries.

* Claudia Sheinbaum: The Mexican
President remains under pressure to
address soaring disappearance rates (42
per day) while navigating the fallout of a
military-cartel clash near a high-profile
ranch in Zacatecas.

* Alexei Navalny: His death in prison
eliminates the most prominent internal
challenger to the Russian state, likely
triggering a period of heightened
repression and international condemnation.

* CJNG Tabasco Chief: The arrest of a top
generator of violence and plaza chief for

the Jalisco New Generation Cartel in
Tabasco represents a significant, though
potentially temporary, disruption to cartel
command structures.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network prioritized stories that humanize
the impact of immigration policy and regional
violence. The "Lead Stories" focused heavily

on the disappearance of Nancy Gathry and the

legal struggles of Ani ILucia I.opez Bellosa,
framing these through a lens of community

concern and individual injustice. The
government shutdown was treated with
urgency but focused primarily on the impact
on workers and travel rather than technical
legislative debate. "Buried Stories" included
the broader geopolitical implications of the
ISIS strikes and the Navalny poisoning, which
were presented with less airtime than local
human-interest segments. The emotional tone
was a mix of Valentine’s Day levity and a
pervasive sense of "fear" (miedo) regarding

ongoing immigration raids and violent crime.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

World actors are framed through a spectrum
of hardline enforcement versus humanitarian
struggle, with the U.S. administration often
depicted as an immovable force against a
backdrop of legal and social resistance.

* The Trump Administration is portrayed
as uncompromising and resolute,
prioritizing  enforcement and  trade
protectionism over administrative
continuity, as seen in the government
shutdown and rose tariffs.

* Mexico is characterized as a "state under
siege" by cartels, where industry and
laborers are vulnerable despite government
claims of decreasing homicide rates.

* The Russian Government is framed as a
"corrupt and lethal" regime, with allies

pointing to the intentional poisoning of

political dissidents.

* ISIS is framed as a '"persistent and

opportunistic" foe, requiring ongoing
military suppression to prevent regional

destabilization.
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* ICE/DHS are portrayed as "indiscriminate
and aggressive," with reports highlighting

the detention of a 66-year-old grandmother

and the use of weapons that mimic the
damage of firearms.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

A notable "meta-narrative" battle is taking
place between federal agencies and civil
society. DHS and federal sources characterize
protesters as "rioters and terrorists" to justify
the use of less-lethal force. Conversely, media
reports and community activists are seeding a
narrative of federal overreach and "lawless"
enforcement, using specific case studies like
the "Abigail" injury to humanize the data. In
Mexico, a similar delta exists between the
government’s claim that mining abductions
were "confusion" and the workers' insistence
that they are targets of deliberate extortion,
suggesting an active effort by the state to
minimize the perception of cartel control.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Escalating Judicial Intervention: Given
the 4,400 rulings against ICE, expect a
surge in class-action lawsuits that could
lead to a court-ordered suspension of
certain detention practices.

* Mexico’s Mining Crisis: If the extortion
of the mining sector continues, foreign
firms may begin a phased withdrawal from
Sinaloa and Zacatecas, triggering a
regional economic downturn.

* Post-Shutdown Polarization: The specific
exclusion of TSA and FEMA pay during the
shutdown will likely lead to high attrition
rates in these agencies, degrading national
resilience during the next natural disaster
or security threat.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect significant
logistical delays at airports and border
crossings as the TSA and CBP deal with the
fallout of the government shutdown. The
return of Ani Lucia Lopez Bellosa by February
27 will be a high-stakes media event that
could further embolden legal challenges to
deportation orders.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The

Democrats’ 10-point plan for immigration
reform will likely become a centerpiece of the
2026 mid-term cycle, centered on agents’ use
of force and mandatory body cameras. We
may see the first major "shutdown-related"

failure in disaster response if FEMA's unpaid

status affects preparedness.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The persistent use
of hird-coun rtations could

fundamentally reshape U.S. alliances in Africa
and Latin America, as countries weigh the
financial incentives against the domestic
social cost of hosting deportees. Structurally,
the Mexican state may be forced to formally

militarize the mining industry to prevent total

collapse.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The convergence of fiscal neglect, aggressive
enforcement, and regional violence creates a
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high-risk environment for both state stability
and economic continuity.

* Critical Infrastructure Degradation:
Unpaid TSA and Coast Guard personnel
may engage in ‘"sick-outs" or mass
resignations; Triggers: Prolonged shutdown
beyond February 23; Likelihood: High;
Impact:  Severe;  Mitigations:  Urgent

passage of a continuing resolution.

* Mexican Industrial Collapse: Systematic
extortion leads to the shuttering of primary
silver and gold mines; Triggers: Further
mass kidnappings of industrial workers;
Likelihood: Moderate-High; Impact:
Significant loss of regional tax revenue and
foreign investment; Mitigations:
Deployment of specialized military-police

task forces.

* Domestic Social Unrest: Rising fear of
raids leads to mass protests or localized
civil disobedience in "sanctuary" hubs;
Triggers: Continued indiscriminate arrests

residents;  Likelihood:

Moderate; Impact: Disruption of urban

commerce and police-community relations;

Mitigations: Adoption of DHS transparency

reforms.

of non-criminal

* Escalating Gray-Zone Conflict with
Russia: Assassinations and the use of rare
toxins prompt more aggressive Western
sanctions or cyber-retaliation; Triggers:
Confirmation of Ecuadoran toxin origin;
Likelihood: High; Impact: Increased risk of
cyberattacks on Western infrastructure;

Mitigations: Coordinated G7 diplomatic
sanctions.

* Supply Chain Shock in Agriculture:
Climate instability and tariffs cripple the
regional floral and produce markets;
Triggers: A "one-two punch" of flooding in
Antioquia and sustained 10% tariffs;
Likelihood: High; Impact:  Elevated
consumer prices and loss of agricultural
livelihoods; Mitigations: Negotiated tariff
waivers for strategic partners.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

A complete risk assessment is hindered by
several missing pieces of critical context
regarding the sustainability of current
policies.

* The specific mechanism of the 75 billion
dollar "surplus" used to fund ICE/CBP
during the shutdown is not explained,
leaving a gap in understanding how other
agencies might access emergency funds.

* The transcripts do not address the potential
for retaliation by CING following the arrest
of their Tabasco chief, which historically
triggers waves of "narcoblockades."

e There is no mention of the Syrian
government’s or Russia's response to the
Hawkeye Strike, which could signal a
widening of the conflict beyond anti-ISIS
operations.

* The economic impact of the miedo (fear) in
immigrant neighborhoods is mentioned
anecdotally but lacks quantitative data to
assess its full effect on the regional GDP of
California.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Strategic Distraction" Hypothesis:
The government shutdown and the focus on
border enforcement might be a calculated
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effort to distract the public and the legislature
from the Epstein documents that reportedly
link current administration officials to the
case. By keeping the national conversation on
"raids" and "tariffs," the executive branch

avoids a more damaging integrity scandal.

Black Swan Event: The "Monstruo”
Breach: While the Mexican state focuses on
the CJNG arrest, a consolidated front of
smaller cartels utilizing armored "monstruo"
vehicles could execute a large-scale takeover
of a critical border port or industrial hub,
fundamentally severing the U.S.-Mexico
supply chain for weeks.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Prioritize the passage of the DHS 10-point
reform plan to restore institutional
legitimacy and settle outstanding litigation.

* Engage in immediate diplomatic de-
escalation with Colombia regarding floral
tariffs to prevent the collapse of a key
regional partner's economy.

* Implement mandatory relationship-building
programs between local police and youth

(such as the PAL program) to mitigate the
social erosion caused by federal raids.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Diversify agricultural supply chains away
from high-tariff zones and areas vulnerable
to climate shocks like Antioquia.

* Re-evaluate the security footprint for
mining and industrial operations in Sinaloa
and Zacatecas, moving toward "closed-
campus" housing for all essential

personnel.

* Prepare for increased consumer price
volatility in the logistics and retail sectors if
the government shutdown continues to
impact TSA and customs staffing.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity is currently paralyzed by
the government shutdown, though a
significant reform agenda has been proposed
by the opposition to address the enforcement
crisis.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: A 10-
point Immigration Reform Plan which
mandates body cameras, prohibits racial
profiling, and requires warrants for
searches of private property; its intent is to
curb the use of "indiscriminate force" by
federal agents.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: Judicial
hearings regarding the mistaken
deportation of Ani Lucia Lopez Bellosa

led to a federal judge’s repatriation order;

Democratic leaders held press briefings to
demand an immediate end to the partial

government shutdown.

KEY STORIES

* The Disappearance of Nancy Gathry: An
84-year-old woman missing for 14 days in
Tucson, AZ; FBI and SWAT have executed
warrants but no arrests have been made
and no trace found.

* Ani Lucia Lopez Bellosa Case: A 19-year-
old student mistakenly deported to
Honduras in November; a judge has

ordered her return by February 27.

* Mexican Mining Protests: Workers in 8
states are protesting the abduction and
killing of colleagues in Sinaloa, specifically
targeting the Visla Silver company dorms.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260215_070000_Noticiero_Telemundo_California
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260215_070000_Noticiero_Telemundo_California
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260215_070000_Noticiero_Telemundo_California
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260215_070000_Noticiero_Telemundo_California
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260215_010000_Noticiero_Telemundo_California
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260215_010000_Noticiero_Telemundo_California
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260215_010000_Noticiero_Telemundo_California
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260215_010000_Noticiero_Telemundo_California
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260215_073000_Noticias_Telemundo_en_la_noche
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260215_010000_Noticiero_Telemundo_California
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260215_070000_Noticiero_Telemundo_California
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=KSTS_20260215_070000_Noticiero_Telemundo_California

* DHS Partial Shutdown: Funding expired
for DHS; 90% of workers are unpaid
essentials, though enforcement agents
retain funding from separate reserves.

* Operation Hawkeye Strike: U.S. forces
hit 30 targets in 10 attacks against ISIS in
Syria as retaliation for American soldier
deaths.

Navalny Poisoning: Claims that Alexei
Navalny was killed in prison using toxins

from Ecuadoran frogs; European officials

blame the Russian government.

Less-Lethal Weapon Injuries: A report by
NBC News on hundreds of protesters
injured by rubber bullets and projectiles,
causing permanent damage like memory
loss.

* Valentine's Day Economics: High rose
prices due to 10% tariffs on Colombia and
Ecuador; record retail spending of $29
billion.

Winter Storm Warning: A massive storm
heading for the Sierra Nevada with three
feet of snow predicted for early next week.

* Zacatecas Convoy Attack: A military
convoy attacked near Pepe Aguilar’s ranch;

four wer IT includin

* Donovan Carrillo’s Olympic History:
The Mexican skater becomes the first to

reach two Olympic finals in the 2026

Winter Games.

* Florida Canal Rescue: A "good
samaritan" and police saved a woman and
her three children after their car plunged
into a canal in Martin County.

* Michigan Infant Rescue: A Hamtramck

police officer saved a choking 2-month-old
baby using CPR techniques learned only

weeks prior.

* Romantic Scams Alert: Fraudsters are
increasingly draining equity from victims'
homes through romantic deception.

* Lisa Catalano Billboard Search: A
woman’s viral attempt to find a husband via
billboards resulted in 4,000 applications
and a Valentine's Day date.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.
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This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

https://bl 1tproj r

nnouncing-our-

media-trends-newsl r-briefin You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
rchive.or ils/tv.
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