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VENEZUELA LEVERAGES CARNIVAL-
DRIVEN DOMESTIC TOURISM AND
LARGE-SCALE SECURITY
DEPLOYMENTS TO PROJECT
STABILITY AMIDST ONGOING
STRUCTURAL ECONOMIC
CONSTRAINTS AND GEOPOLITICAL
MANEUVERING.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On February 15, 2026, Venezuelan state-
aligned media wutilized the Carnival 2026
festivities as a primary vehicle for projecting
national normality and government
competence. The day’s coverage was
characterized by an intensive focus on public
safety and domestic tourism, highlighted
by the deployment of over 228,000 security
officials nationwide. This massive mobilization
served a dual purpose: ensuring public order
during high-traffic holidays and
demonstrating state capacity to maintain
control across the territory. Local governance
reports, particularly from Puerto lLa Cruz,
emphasized the integration of "communal
power" into public works, framing local
management as a model of direct democracy

and efficiency despite broader macroeconomic
pressures.

In the sphere of high-level statecraft, the
administration reinforced its narrative of
"economic yudo"—a strategy of utilizing the
pressure of international sanctions to
forge new domestic legal frameworks and
international alliances. Significant airtime was
dedicated to the impact of 1,087 sanctions,
with officials framing recent reforms to the
Hydrocarbons Law as a necessary step to
attract international investment  while
maintaining oil sovereignty. This narrative of
resilience was Dbolstered by diplomatic
outreach, including high-profile interviews

with Sudanese diplomats discussing shared

interests in gold and oil, and the
announcement of a humanitarian bridge from
Mexico to Cuba, portraying a regional bloc
resisting "imperialist" influence.

The day's broadcast also featured a heavy
emphasis on cultural and scientific
education, ranging from deep dives into the
life of Galileo Galilei to the promotion of
Artificial Intelligence in Venezuelan
classrooms. By juxtaposing scientific progress
against historical dogma, the media appeared
to be cultivating a "modernizing" national
identity. Meanwhile, a sudden release of 17
prisoners under amnesty laws was presented
as a gesture of institutional stability and a
move toward internal peace, likely timed to
coincide with the festive atmosphere to
minimize international scrutiny or domestic
backlash.
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e Mexico's President, Claudia Sheinbaum,

announced a humanitarian air bridge to

Cuba, signaling a strengthening of the non-
aligned regional axis.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

National Carnival

Mobilization

Security and

* Discourse on European-Chinese relations
highlighted a push for a "symmetric
relationship" and EU strategic
independence, echoing Venezuelan desires
for a multipolar world order.

* The government reported the mobilization

of 228,000 security personnel across
Venezuela to oversee Carnival 2026,
targeting an expected movement of 11
million citizens.

* State-led security operations included Technological Integration and Al
checkpoints at major transit hubs like the Advocacy
Tazon toll booth and the Caracas-La Guaira
highway, focusing on "situational * The Foundation Intesia promoted Al
awareness" and  preventative risk training for teachers, framing the
management. technology not as a threat but as a

necessary tool for future labor

* Local municipal leaders, specifically in San -
competitiveness.

Carlos and Monagas, reported 100%
coordination between police, fire * Educational segments highlighted the use

departments, and civil protection to of Al in classrooms to create visual
manage tourism surges. simulations of future careers for children,
aiming to boost educational engagement in

Judicial and Political Maneuvering vulnerable communities.

* Authorities confirmed the excarceration of
17 individuals from the "Zona 7" detention
center, citing the application of the Law of
Amnesty as a step toward national stability.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy & Critical Minerals

* Legislative discourse centered on the * Officials highlighted that Venezuela has

reforms to the Hydrocarbons IL.aw, which
officials claim is supported by 94% of the

population, intended to bypass sanctions
while preventing privatization.

faced over 1 rciv m r
specifically targeting its o0il industry,
driving the need for "flexible productive
alliances."

* Sudan’s production of 80 tons of gold

annually was discussed as a model for
resource-rich nations to leverage minerals
for state survival during internal conflict.

Regional
Alignment

Diplomacy and Multipolar

* The Sudanese Ambassador to Venezuela
emphasized strategic parallels between the
two nations regarding natural resource
management and resistance to external
political interference.

Diplomacy & Statecraft

* The re-establishment of relations between
Venezuela and Brazil post-Bolsonaro is
being framed as a "watershed moment" for
South American integration.
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* Venezuelan analysts expressed skepticism
toward the Monroe Doctrine, arguing that
the 2026 US midterm elections will dictate
the future of regional interventionism.

Climate & Extreme Weather

* Reports from the Institute of Earth
Sciences linked recent flooding and
droughts in Venezuela directly to COZ2
emissions, calling for a reduction in carbon
footprints.

* A minor magni 4 rthquake was
recorded in Valencia, causing social media
alarm but no reported structural damage,
highlighting the sensitivity of critical
infrastructure to seismic events.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance

e The concept of "Obediencia Venecial'—

governing according to the people's
instructions—was touted by municipal
leaders as the new standard for Venezuelan
administrative philosophy.

* In Colombia, President Petro faces internal
opposition from business sectors regarding
a proposed 23% minimum wage hike,
illustrating the regional tension between
social mandates and economic reality.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Narrative of "Economic Yudo"

A sophisticated strategic narrative is
emerging where the Venezuelan state frames
its survival not as a struggle, but as an
opportunistic maneuver. By labeling its
response to sanctions as "geopolitical yudo,"
the leadership implies that it is using the
weight of US pressure to accelerate domestic

reforms that would have otherwise been

politically difficult, such as restructuring the
oil industry and deepening communal
governance. This theme seeks to transform
the perception of weakness into one of
martial-arts-style cleverness and technical
superiority.

Institutionalizing the Festive Distraction

The saturation of Carnival coverage—
extending from beach conditions in Puerto La
Cruz to the "reina de los pescadores" in Brién
—serves as a state-sponsored emotional
stabilizer. By emphasizing safety and
tourism, the government drowns out
discourse on high inflation or infrastructure
decay. The detailed health tips for sun
protection and ear care further portray the
state as a paternalistic provider of wellness,
shifting the public focus from systemic crises
to individual leisure management.

The Modernist-Scientific Identity

The extensive biographical segments on
Galileo Galilei and Jests Soto suggest an
attempt to align the "Bolivarian" identity with
Enlightenment values and technological
progress. This theme subtly critiques
religious dogma and “"traditional thinking"
(historically represented by the Catholic
Church or conservative elites) while
positioning the current administration as the
vanguard of scientific rationality and "kinetic"
modernization.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The Venezuelan domestic health is portrayed
as a enforced consensus. While the
broadcasts highlight "popular support" for oil
reforms and communal governance, the

necessity of releasing 17 prisoners under an
amnesty law suggests lingering political
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friction that the state is attempting to manage
via selective leniency. The high visibility of
William Castillo, the Vice Minister of Anti-
Blocking Policies, indicates that the internal
political focus remains centered on countering
external pressure, which serves as a unifying
"external threat" to mitigate internal
factionalism.

Institutional decay is masked by a flurry of
municipal public works. In Puerto La Cruz,
the mayor highlighted the placement of 3,000
luminaries and 10,000 tons of asphalt,
framing these basic maintenance tasks as
significant achievements. This suggests that
state capacity is currently focused on high-
visibility, localized improvements to maintain
the social contract at the community level.
The emphasis on "communes" indicates a
continued shift away from

traditional

representative structures toward direct
executive-to-community channels, likely to
bypass  potentially unreliable regional
bureaucracies.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

Venezuela is actively positioning itself as a
central player in a fracturing multipolar
world. The framing of the international
system is one of "Economic War," where the
US is a declining but dangerous hegemon and
nations like China and Mexico are "natural
partners." The state’s strategic
maneuverability is showcased through its
"Anti-Blocking" diplomacy, which seeks to
bypass the dollar-dominated financial system.
The  state’s posture is defensively
aggressive: it reacts to sanctions by
weaponizing its own resources and seeking
alliances with other sanctioned or non-aligned
states like Sudan.

The focus on EU strategic autonomy suggests

that Venezuelan leadership sees potential in a
divided West. By highlighting European
leaders' calls for independence from US
security structures, Globovision reinforces the
idea that the "imperialist" bloc is unstable,
providing Venezuela with a "window of
opportunity" to forge independent economic
ties. The Mexico-Cuba air bridge is framed as
a victory for regional sovereignty, further
isolating the US-led sanctions policy as a
failed and increasingly unpopular strategy.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The Venezuelan currently
operating in a "sanctions-adapted" mode,
focusing on domestic
resource diplomacy. While the state projects
optimism through Carnival tourism, the
underlying metrics reveal a struggle for
capital. The repatriation of Citgo dividends
remains a major point of contention, with the
state framing its freezing as a "theft" of
national wealth. Regional economic instability,
Colombia, provides a
convenient foil for Venezuelan media to
domestic situation as
comparatively stable or more "sovereign."

economy is

consumption and

particularly in

portray its own

Key Economic Vectors

* Oil & Sanctions: Venezuela has faced over
1,087 restrictive measures, with recent
legislative reforms designed to attract non-
Western investment without relinquishing
majority state ownership.

* Regional Inflation: Colombia faces a
minimum wage crisis with a proposed 23%
hike to 1.75 million pesos, which the
business sector trigger
hyperinflation.

warns  will
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* Sudanese Gold: Sudan reported 80 tons of
annual gold production, highlighting it as a
critical alternative to oil-based economies
for nations under financial pressure.

* Domestic Tourism: The expected
movement of 11 million people during
Carnival represents a massive temporary
shift in capital toward coastal regions,
which the government is using to stimulate
local service economies.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The day’s transcripts indicate a reinforcement
of the '"technocratic" wing of the
administration, with figures like William
Castillo and municipal mayors taking the lead
on policy communication. The release of
prisoners signals a tactical shift in political
management, likely directed by the highest
executive levels to ease diplomatic pressure.

 William Castillo (Vice Minister of Anti-
Blocking Policies): Emerging as the
primary intellectual architect of
Venezuela’s economic survival strategy,
framing the state’s resilience as a technical
and philosophical success.

* Delcy Rodriguez (Executive Vice
President): Mentioned as the leader of the
"Bolivarian" management of the Mérida
and Anzoategui festivities, reinforcing her
role as the ‘"enforcer" of domestic
administrative order.

* Jestiis Marcano Tabata (Mayor of Puerto
La Cruz): Portrayed as a model local
administrator, utilizing "communal power"
to execute public works that larger state
entities currently cannot manage.

* José Jeri (Interim President of Peru):
Facing destitution motions in the Peruvian
Congress due to  "semi-clandestine"
meetings with businessmen,
continued leadership instability in the
Andean region.

signaling

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

Globovision’s editorial hierarchy prioritized
festive normality and scientific progress.
The "Lead Story" was overwhelmingly the
security and success of Carnival 2026,
followed closely by the educational segments
on Galileo. This combination creates a
"reassuring” tone, designed to distract from
economic hardship. "Buried Stories" included
the earthquake in Valencia and the release of
prisoners, both of which were handled with
brevity to avoid generating alarm or
prolonged political debate. Conspicuous
omissions include any detailed discussion of
current inflation rates, fuel shortages, or
the status of the Guyana border dispute,
which were entirely absent from the day's
coverage.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The broadcasts project a world divided
between a "dying hegemonic order" and a
"rising multipolar reality," with Venezuela
positioning itself as a bridge between the two.

COUNTRIES

* Mexico: Portrayed as a competent and
principled ally through its humanitarian air

bridge, standing in defiance of regional
sanctions regimes.

* Sudan: Framed as a strategic peer with

identical struggles over resource
sovereignty and foreign intervention.
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* China: Characterized as a stable and
competent leader of the multipolar world,
particularly in its diplomatic dealings with
the EU to reduce US influence.

* Peru: Portrayed as chaotic and corrupt,
with its leadership facing near-constant
constitutional challenges and "clandestine"
scandals.

LEADERS

* Donald Trump: Portrayed as a unilateral
aggressor whose historical sanctions policy
remains the primary hurdle to Venezuelan
prosperity.

* Claudia Sheinbaum: Framed as a strong

and moral regional leader for her
commitment to Cuban-Mexican solidarity.

* Gustavo Petro: Characterized as weak or

besieged by business elites who are
blocking his social justice agenda in
Colombia.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The day’s media strategy involved narrative
seeding regarding "Economic Yudo." By
repeating this term, the state is attempting to
redefine ‘"suffering under sanctions" as
"performing a strategic maneuver." This is a
classic psychological operation intended to
boost domestic morale and project an image
of martial confidence to foreign observers.
Furthermore, the censorship of the
Valencia earthquake's full impact and the
minimization of prisoner releases indicate
a tightly controlled information environment
designed to maintain a "festive" state of mind
during Carnival. The use of Galileo's scientific
struggle as a cultural theme is a form of
"progressive signaling," used to distract from
the illiberal nature of the current governance

by claiming the mantle of "rationality" and
"truth."

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Consolidation of the "Communal
State”: The focus on local mayors
managing basic infrastructure suggests
that the central government will continue
to divest from regional bureaucracies and
empower direct executive-to-commune
channels to ensure loyalty and efficiency.

* Resource-for-Survival Diplomacy: The
and China-EU reports (Sudan) ylogudl
indicate that Venezuela will increasingly
weaponize its mineral wealth to forge
non-Western alliances, likely leading to
more "hidden" trade agreements that
bypass US financial monitors.

Electoral Festive Timing: The release of
prisoners during Carnival suggests the
government will increasingly use national
holidays as windows for "unpopular" or
"controversial" judicial actions, utilizing the
public's distracted state of mind to avoid
mass mobilization.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): A temporary
"economic bump" in coastal regions due to
Carnival tourism will be used to argue that
sanctions are failing to stop domestic
consumption. Potential for minor civil unrest
following the end of the holiday as the
"distraction" fades and basic service issues
(power/water) resurface.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The reforms to
the Hydrocarbons ILaw will likely lead to a

new wave of small-scale oil contracts with
non-US entities (possibly Chinese or Russian),
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testing the limits of US enforcement in a US
election year.

Long Term (1-5 Years): If "Economic Yudo"

succeeds,

Venezuela may decouple its

economy further from the dollar, shifting
toward BRICS-aligned payment systems.
This would permanently alter the US ability to
use financial sanctions as a primary tool of
statecraft in South America.

RISK ASSESSMENT

Infrastructure Collapse Overload: The
minor earthquake and recent substation
maintenance in Baruta highlight the
fragility of the power grid. Triggers:
Unscheduled heatwaves or tourism spikes.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Severe social
unrest and economic disruption.
Mitigations: Accelerated localized
maintenance and energy rationing.

Inadvertent Escalation with the US:
Increased Sudanese and  Chinese
iplomati intim 1 ri r
Triggers: High-profile military or mineral
reements. Likelihood: Medium. Impact:
Further freezing of international assets.
Mitigations: Back-channel diplom n

prisoner release "goodwill" gestures.

Regional Contagion from Peru/
Colombia: Leadership instability in Peru
and economic gridlock in Colombia could
drive a new wave of migration. Triggers: A
successful destitution of the Peruvian
president. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Border security strain. Mitigations:
Regional security coordination and
nationalist rhetoric.

e Health Crisis

Mismanagement: The
prevalence of parasitic blood diseases and
inadequate rural health missions could lead
to localized outbreaks. Triggers: Post-
Carnival population shifts. Likelihood:
Medium. Impact: Public health emergency
in  vulnerable Mitigations:
Deployment of "Otra Visién" type mobile
health clinics.

regions.

Al-Driven Labor Disruption: Rapid Al
integration in education
corresponding labor market reforms could
create a generation of overqualified but
unemployed vyouth. Triggers: Massive
layoffs in traditional service sectors.
Likelihood: Low in short-term, High in
long-term. Impact: Generational brain
drain. Mitigations: Tech-focused economic
Zones.

without

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The transcripts fail to address the actual

current inflation rate in Venezuela, which
is a critical missing piece for assessing the
true impact of the "Carnival consumption"
narrative.

There is no mention of the Guyana/
Essequibo dispute, which is a major
regional flashpoint that would logically
impact the "oil sovereignty" discourse.

The "success" of the 228k officer
deployment is not cross-referenced with
independent crime statistics or reports of
official misconduct, leaving a significant
gap in evaluating human rights risks.

The reports on Sudanese gold and oil omit

any mention of the ongoing civil war in
Sudan, which is critical for understanding
the reliability of Sudan as a strategic
partner.
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CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Potemkin Carnival” Scenario: The
massive security deployment and festive
coverage are not a sign of strength, but a
desperate cover for an imminent fiscal
collapse. The state may be using its last
reserves to fund a week of "normalcy" to
prevent a major uprising, with the release of
17 prisoners acting as a pre-emptive "escape
valve" for political pressure.

The "Scientific Diversion" Hypothesis: The
sudden focus on Galileo and Science vs
D . hiqh-level hological .
ndermin h influen f th
Catholic Church, which has historicall n

a center of opposition. By framing the Church

"anti-science" an h "pro-Al
reason," the government is attempting to
I he moral hori fi raditional

riti

Black Swan Event: A major cyber-attack

n the Venezuelan wer gri
height of

rnival festiviti iven the gri

mi fragility, a sustained
blackout would turn the 11 million
traveling citizens into a logistical and

humanitarian nightmare, potentially

collapsing  the state's security
apparatus through sheer
overextension.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Monitor the legal pr n f the "Anti-
Blocking" reforms; other sanctioned states

may adopt this model of "productive
alliances" to bypass US financial systems.

* Evaluate the Venezuelan Al-education push

as a potential tool for nationalistic
indoctrination disguised as "technological
progress."

* Analyze the prisoner release timeline

against upcoming international diplomatic
forums to identify patterns of "human
rights theater."

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Assess opportunities in non-dollarized
supply Venezuela,
particularly in gold and agro-industrial
sectors, as the state pivots toward
"multipolar" trade.

* The expansion of the Urgent Care medical

network indicates a growing market for
private health services in an environment
of decaying public health infrastructure.

chains within

* Be cautious of greenwashing regulations
in the Venezuelan fashion and
manufacturing sectors, as the state is

promoting "sustainability" without robust
independent verification mechanisms.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity = centered on the
institutionalization of anti-sanctions measures
and the formalization of
governance as an administrative standard.
Press events were heavily focused on

communal
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projecting a "pro-science" and "pro-security" * Prisoner Release in Caracas:

image to the domestic public. Confirmation of the excarceration of 17
detainees from Zona 7 under new amnesty

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

protocols.

* Reforms to the Hydrocarbons Law: Galileo Galilei Biography Series: An

Designed to allow for flexible productive exhaustive multipart series detailing

alliances where the risk is borne by the lileo’s life, scientific discoveries, and

investor, allowing the state to collect trial by the Inquisition.

royalties ~ while circumventing  direct » Hydrocarbons Law Reforms: Discussion

sanctions on PDVSA. on how the 94% popular support for oil
e Law of Amnesty: Utilized to facilitate the reforms is driving a new "anti-blocking"

release of 17 prisoners from Zona 7, economic model.

presented as a "paz nacional" (national « Earthquake in Valencia: A magnitude 3.4

peace) initiative. tremor occurred at 1:25 PM, originating
e Communal Governance Proposals: 15km NW of Valencia with no reported

Discussed as a means to decentralize public injuries.

works management, moving authority from * Sudan-Venezuela Diplomacy: Interview

regional governments to local "communes." with Ambassador Mustafa Abu  Ali

regarding the strategic importance of gold
and oil for both nations.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

« Minister of Interior Press Conference: * Al in Education: Foundation Intesia’s

Detailed the 228,000 officer deployment for promotion of Al literacy for teachers and
Carnival focusing on nsituational students in vulnerable communities.
awareness" and preventative safety. * Jesis Soto Artistic Legacy: Detailed
. Vice Minister william Castillo analysis of the kinetic artist Jestis Soto and
Interview: Elaborated on the "Economic his impact on international modernist art.
Yudo" concept and the systemic resilience * Mexico-Cuba Air Bridge: President
against 1,087 sanctions. Claudia Sheinbaum announced a
- Mérida FExpo 2026 Press Event: humanitarian logistics bridge to Cuba from
Promoted the international trade fair as a Mexico.
success for = Venezuelan "sovereign * Peru Leadership Crisis: The Peruvian
commerce." Congress began sessions to destitute
Interim President José Jeri over business
KEY STORIES scandal allegations.
* Colombia Wage Dispute: President
* Carnival 2026 Security Deployment: Gustavo Petro remains deadlocked with
Minister Cabello Rondén announced the business leaders over a 23% minimum
deployment of 228,000 security officials to wage hike.

manage the 11 million citizens traveling for
the holiday.
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EU Mutual Defense Policy: Ursula von

der Leyen called for strategic
independence and  mutual defense

autonomy for Europe.

Puerto La Cruz Public Works: Mayor
Marcano reported the installation of 3,000
lights and 10,000 tons of asphalt in the city.

Huenepotopata Health Mission: A
pediatric mission reported 95% sickness
rates in the Delta del Orinoco, highlighting
rural health crises.

Italy Flood Emergency: Over 2,000
interventions by  Italian  firefighters

following severe flooding in Calabria and
Sicily.
DEA Agent Arrested: A supervisor in the

Dominican R li
bribery and visa fraud schemes.

was arrested for

Bad Bunny Buenos Aires Concert: A
massive 70,000-person concert at River
Pl ium fi n L

unity themes.

Skincare During Carnival: Dermatologist
Susana Misticone provided extensive tips
on sun protection and skin cancer
prevention.

in American

Ear Health in Pools: Dr. Maria Moreno
discussed the risks of otitis and the proper
way to clean ears during the vacation
season.

Sustainability in Fashion: A segment on

n for ethical

reenwashing" and th
consumption.
Fire in Lecheria: A controlled fire at the

xtinguished with no injuries repor
Merida Chocolate Expo: Local
entrepreneurs in Merida promoted high-

quality cocoa products as part of a national

"economic diversification" effort.

* Series of the Americas Baseball:
Reports on the tournament’s success in
Venezuela and the government’s push to

extend the professional league season.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

examine

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.
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For questions or suggestions, please contact also learn more about the GDELT Project at

kalev]eetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
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