TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS

ESPRESO

FEBRUARY 15, 2026

T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

Internal Purges and Geopolitical Fractures
Shape a High-Stakes Security Landscape
DAY-AT-A-GLANCE: CONVERGENCE OF CRISES (FEBRUARY 15, 2026)

RELENTLESS % PRECARIOUS
ENERGY WAR GEOPOLITICAL SHIFTS
(Grid on Edge) (Fracturing Alliances)

/\5/

L

Herman Halushchenko Kyiv Heating Crisis Munich Security Forum
& Grid Splitting ‘Under Destruction’
US commitment questioned after
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Former Energy Minister detained Coordinated strikes and failures e
fleeing to Israel. Accused of sabotage leave thousands without heat. > isolationist rhetoric. Europe
& pro-Russian interests Grid on verge of collapse, . explores strategic autonomy
via Derkach network. vulnerable to fragmentation, & 3-million-strong army.
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Operatlon Midas reveals struggle for Integration as ‘Mutual Vulnerability'. US captures Maduro using ‘secret
control & ‘mafia-like’ shadow cabinet. Failures in EU trigger blackouts in UA. weaponry’. Washington pushes for
Halushchenko accused of blocking Western tech. Russia targets thermal generation to split grid 2-month ceasefire & elections.
Institutional decay in President's Office. into isolated ‘Left Bank' & ‘Right Bank'. Zelenskyy floats ceasefire, viewed as ‘fake peace’
Public opposes wartime elections (77%). EU aid pivots to modular boiler houses. trap. US proposes ‘Free Economic Zone' in Donbas.
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Critical US-UA Hungarian ‘Lebanization” \/
talks (Feb 17-18). elections (April of Ukraine
Expect massive  12) could shift remains Moscow'’s
Russian EU policy. Risk goal. Battle over 15

| demonstration  of Huliaipole Vs 30-year security
|| strikes. Encirclement. [[EECES

» PRIVATE SECTOR: Invest in localized I!
energy nodes (Western UA). Prepare for
refugee status change. Avoid centralized u
infrastructure (Dnipro-Zaporizhzhia). —%

o ’/O KEY ECONOMIC VECTORS
O,, = Energy Impart.s: Record 2.3 GW/h from

Halushchenko Escape as
Entrapment? Allowed to flee to
flush out co-conspirators?

Black Swan:
Sino-Russian Decoupling?
China pulls support due to
Russian tech failure?
1 PRIMARY RISKS L4

A\ Imposed Ceasefire Trap HYPOTHESES
A\ Kyiv Energy Total Failure

EU (Jan 2026)
Defense Loans: Polish 44-billion-Euro
SAFE loan (45-year term).

Corruption Costs: ‘Midas' case misuse
of hundreds of millions UAH.
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Collapse of ‘Managers’ Model (Grand Coalition)
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EDITORIAL POSTURE: Combative Realism | STORY HIERARCHY: Conupnon & Geopolitics over Frontline | INFORMATION WARFARE: Telegram Slowdown & Narrative Seeding
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INTERNAL PURGES AND
GEOPOLITICAL FRACTURES SHAPE
A HIGH-STAKES SECURITY
LANDSCAPE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The reporting of February 15, 2026, depicts a
nation grappling with the convergence of
systemic internal corruption, a relentless
energy war, and a precarious shift in the
Transatlantic alliance. The most jarring
domestic development is the arrest of former
Energy and Justice Minister Herman
Halushchenko at the border under "Operation
Midas." This move signals an aggressive
attempt by anti-corruption authorities to
excise "pro-Russian sabotage" from the state’s
core, specifically accusing Halushchenko of
blocking Western energy technology and
facilitating Russian interests via the
"Derkach" mnetwork. This internal purge
coincides with a period of extreme
vulnerability for the energy grid, which
remains on the "verge of collapse" following
coordinated Russian strikes and technical
failures that have left thousands of Kyiv
residents without heat or light for weeks.

On the international stage, the Munich
Security Conference serves as a barometer for
a fracturing global order. While US Secretary
of State Marco Rubio attempted to project an
image of Euro-Atlantic solidarity, his presence
was largely seen as a damage-control mission
following the "shock" of Vice President ].D.
Vance’s isolationist rhetoric in 2025. The
framing suggests a world "under destruction,"
where traditional institutions are failing and
the US is increasingly perceived as an
unreliable partner, forcing European powers
like Poland and Germany to contemplate a 3-
million-strong European army. Meanwhile, the
capture of Venezuelan dictator Nicolas
Maduro by US forces in a secret operation
provides a backdrop of aggressive US power
projection, even as Washington pushes
Ukraine toward "painful compromises" and a
potential two-month ceasefire for elections.

The front lines remain dynamic but perilous.
Russian forces are attempting to encircle
Huliaipole, bypassing main defense lines,
while Ukraine scales its drone production to a
staggering 20 million units targeted for 2026.
The technical war has shifted as Russia loses
Starlink access and migrates its military
communications to a new, state-controlled
domestic platform, "Messenger Max." This
shift to a "digital concentration camp" within
Russia reflects a broader move toward total
information isolation as the Kremlin prepares
for a protracted, years-long war of attrition.



MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Halushchenko Arrest and
"Operation Midas": Former Minister of
Energy @ Herman  Halushchenko was
intercepted by NABU detectives while
attempting to flee to Israel. He is accused

of systemic corruption and ‘“direct
sabotage" of  decentralized energy
generation projects funded by the US and
Japan. Halushchenko detained at the
border.

Munich Security Forum "Under
Destruction”: The 2026 conference

highlights deep anxieties regarding US
commitment. Secretary Marco Rubio’s
speech was greeted with relief but failed to
erase the trauma of the 2025 Vance speech,
leading to calls for European "strategic
autonomy." Rubio's speech as a pivot point.

US Capture of Nicolas Maduro: In a
major shift in the Western Hemisphere, the
Venezuelan leader was reportedly seized in
his palace and transported to the US for
trial using "unspecified secret weaponry."

Maduro captured by US forces.

Energy Integration Failure and
Resilience: A massive failure on January
31st exposed the mutual vulnerability of
the integrated UA-EU power grid. While
repairs thousands
Pechersk district have faced zero-degree
indoor temperatures for a month. Kyiv

energy Crisis remains acute.

The Starlink Blackout for Russia:
Russia’s military is reportedly in "panic"
after losing Starlink access. The Kremlin is
forcing a transition to "Messenger Max," a
domestic app allowing total FSB
surveillance of frontline communications.
Telegram slowdown in Russia.

continue, in Kyiv's

* Encirclement

Risk at Huliaipole:
Russian forces have bypassed main defense
lines in the  Zaporizhzhia
threatening to surround Huliaipole and
move toward the Dnipro-Zaporizhzhia
administrative borders. Huliaipole under
threat of encirclement.

region,

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

e Ukraine has transitioned to a massive

"arms-for-export" model to fund its defense,
with FPV drone production reaching 5

million units in 2025. Drone production

targets set at 20 million.

The Polish government is seeking a 44-
billion-Euro "SAFE" loan to modernize its
military, the largest in the EU, though
critics fear ‘"political pressure" from
Brussels. Polish defense modernization.

Critical Infrastructure Security

* Russia has shifted tactics to target thermal

generation and regional substations,
attempting to split the Ukrainian grid into
isolated "Left Bank" and "Right Bank"

sectors. Grid splitting strategy.

e EU aid has pivoted to "modular boiler

houses" and gas-piston units to provide
decentralized heat to hospital and school

clusters. Modular heating projects.

Diplomacy & Statecraft

* President Zelenskyy is reportedly floating a

two-month ceasefire to facilitate elections,
a proposal viewed by analysts as a
potentially fatal ‘"fake peace" trap.

Ceasefire proposal for elections.
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* The US is pushing for a "Free Economic
Zone" as a buffer in the Donbas, an idea
met with skepticism by both Kyiv and
Moscow. Free Economic Zone proposal.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance

* The "Midas" case reveals a struggle for
control within the President's Office, with
the arrest of Halushchenko exposing a

"mafia-like" shadow cabinet.
Halushchenko's corruption details.

* The Ukrainian public remains
overwhelmingly opposed to wartime

elections (77% support peace first), despite
foreign pressure. Poll results on elections.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Energy Integration

Ukraine’s physical integration into the
continental European power grid, once hailed
as a strategic victory, is now analyzed as a
vector of "mutual vulnerability." The January
31st failure demonstrates that technical
issues in Romania can now trigger blackouts
in Kharkiv, and vice versa. This trend is
exacerbated by internal sabotage; the
Halushchenko case suggests that high-level
officials deliberately stymied the installation
of US and Japanese co-generation units to
maintain dependency on centralized,
vulnerable systems. The shift toward "energy
autonomy" at the municipal level is the
primary counter-trend, but it is currently
underfunded and "point-based" rather than
Multi-factor  energy  analysis
suggests Russia is winning the technical
battle through attrition.

systemic.

The Digital Iron Curtain

A major technological decoupling is occurring
on the front lines. The removal of Starlink
from Russian hands has forced the Kremlin to
build a "digital concentration camp." By
slowing Telegram and pushing soldiers onto
"Messenger Max," the FSB has achieved total
transparency over its own troops at the cost of
operational efficiency. Conversely, Ukraine is
struggling to maintain its technical edge as
Western partners begin to place more
conditions on tech sharing. The "Flamingo"
missile program, recently hit by a Russian
strike but relocated, represents Ukraine's
push for "tech sovereignty" independent of
Western restrictive "red lines." Flamingo
missile relocation and production.

The "Lebanization" of Ukraine

A recurring analytical theme is the risk of
Ukraine being forced into a state of
permanent "ruin" while retaining nominal
independence. This "Lebanization" would
serve Putin's demographic goal of ensuring
that millions of refugees never return to a
country without basic services. The persistent
cold in Kyiv’s Pechersk district is framed as a
preview of this future. This narrative is used
to counter US pressure for a "ceasefire," with
analysts arguing that a peace without
comprehensive security guarantees is merely
a "pause for a new strike." Lebanization risk
analyzed.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Ukraine’s internal stability is being tested by
a "crisis of competence" within the senior
leadership. The arrest of Halushchenko has
pulled back the curtain on a "shadow
government" that allegedly prioritized
kickbacks over national defense. The
reporting highlights that of the "five or six
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managers" President Zelenskyy famously
claimed were essential to the state, only one—
Oleh Tatarov—remains in office, himself under
a "cloud of suspicion." Institutional decay in
the President's Office. This has led to a "de-
professionalization" of the civil service that
began in the 1990s and has now reached a
breaking point during the war.

Public sentiment is also shifting regarding
veterans. The struggle of veterans with
electronic prosthetics during blackouts has
become a symbol of the state's failure to care
for its most sacrificial citizens. When "smart
knees" stop working because the grid is down,
"every step becomes a ftrial," creating a
visceral sense of abandonment among those
who "paid the highest price." Veteran mobility
crisis during blackouts.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The global posture is defined by a "cold
calculation" in Europe. Poland is leading a
trend of "de-exceptionalizing"
refugees; beginning March 4, 2026, the
special "Pesel-Ukr" status will end, treating
Ukrainians as any other foreigner. End of
special refugee status in Poland. This reflects
a broader European exhaustion and a move
toward preparing for "the day after" the war,
even if that day remains far off.

Ukrainian

Ukraine is responding to this by attempting to
integrate into the "security architecture" of
the EU rather than just its market. The
proposal for a "Steel Porcupine" Ukraine with
a 3-million-man army is Kyiv's pitch to become
Europe's defensive shield, effectively trading
its military prowess for EU integration.
However, the "national egoism" of leaders like
Viktor Orban remains a primary obstacle, with
Orban framing Ukraine as a "neutral" issue

that is not Hungary's concern. rban

neutrality as national egoism.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic outlook is characterized by a
transition to a permanent war economy
supported by massive Western capital
injections. Ukraine has essentially become an
"economic protectorate" of the West, a status
that allows banks, salons, and restaurants to
function even as the grid is bombarded.
However, this relies on a "record volume of
imports" that is subject to market price
volatility.

Key Economic Vectors:

* Energy Imports: January 2026 saw record
electricity imports from the EU at 2.3 GW/
h, equivalent to the Khmelnytskyi NPP
output. Record energy imports.

Defense Loans: Poland’s 44-billion-Euro
"SAFE" loan is a 4b5-year credit with
repayments  starting in 10  years,
highlighting the long-term debt burden of
European rearmament. SAFE loan terms.

* Corruption Costs: The "Midas" case
involves the misuse of hundreds of millions
of Hryvnia, including a scandalous 1-million
Hryvnia purchase of "fish food" for an
occupied nuclear plant. Misuse of ZNPP
funds.

* Consumer Inflation: In Russia, localized
reports show prices for staples like
cucumbers reaching 500 Rubles, signaling
the failure of the "oil rent" social contract.
Russian inflation visible in social media.
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LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The day’s transcripts document a significant
purge of the energy sector and a realignment
in the US foreign policy team.

* Herman Halushchenko: Former Minister
of Energy and Justice; arrested and facing
charges of high treason and corruption. He
is the "loser" of the day, signaling a defeat
for the pro-Derkach faction in the
government. Halushchenko arrest.

* Marco Rubio: US Secretary of State;
emerged as a "winner" by successfully
navigating the Munich forum to restore
confidence in the US among European
allies. Rubio's diplomacy.

* Viktor Orban: Hungarian Prime Minister;
portrayed as a fading figure whose
"national egoism" is isolating Hungary
within the EU ahead of the April 12th
elections. Orban's isolation.

* Kirill Budanov: Former Head of Military
Intelligence; his appointment as Head of
the President’s Office is noted as a move to
centralize and  professionalize  state
coordination. Budanov's new role.

* Vladimir Medinsky: Appointed to lead the
Russian negotiation team, signaling a shift
toward ideological demands (language,
church) rather than technical military de-

escalation. Medinsky's appointment.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network’s editorial stance is one of
combative realism. The lead story
throughout the day is the "Midas" corruption
case, used to channel public anger over the
energy crisis away from the war's inherent
difficulties and toward "internal traitors." The

second priority is the Munich Security
Conference, framed with high skepticism
toward US longevity and heavy emphasis on
European "strategic autonomy."

Stories regarding the frontline (Huliaipole)
are notably "buried" or delivered with less
urgency, perhaps to maintain domestic
morale. Conspicuous omissions include any
detailed discussion of the "Peace Summit" in
Switzerland,
dismissed as a "diplomatic track" with no
reality. There is also a lack of coverage
regarding the specific "secret weapons" used
to capture Maduro, suggesting either state-
directed censorship or a wait-and-see
approach to sensational US claims.

which was mentioned but

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The subtext of the day’s coverage paints a
picture of a world where "might makes right"
is returning as the primary rule of
engagement, despite Rubio’s rhetorical nods
to international law.

COUNTRIES

* United States: Framed as a chaotic and
unreliable giant. While Rubio is "friend,"
the spectral presence of JD Vance and
Trump makes the US a source of
"psychological trauma" for Europe. Quote:
"You can't do anything alone... you'll just

lose to China and Russia." US vulnerability.

* Poland: Portrayed as the true leader of
Europe. It is strong, competent, and is the
primary provider of "real" aid (generators,
military loans). Quote: "Poland has become
the largest army in the EU." Polish

leadership.
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* Hungary: Framed as a corrupt foe. Orban
is a "national egoist" who forgets that
"Ukrainian Hungarians" also suffer under
Russian missiles. Orban framing.

* China: Characterized as a cynical "co-
belligerent" that pretends to be neutral
while funding the Russian war machine.
Quote: "A signal of cynicism and hypocrisy."

LEADERS

* Donald Trump: Framed as a mercurial
and destabilizing force. His capture of
Maduro is "strong" but his pressure on
Ukraine for a "fake peace" is "corrupt" and
"chaotic." Quote: "Trump thinks one thing
on Saturday and another on Monday."
T , lictability.

* Vladimir Putin: Portrayed as an isolated
and delusional tyrant. The "long table"
remains the symbol of his physical and
mental isolation. Quote: "He sees the
Syrian-type war continuing for eight years."
Putin's isolation.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The primary battlefield of information is the
"Telegram slowdown." The Kremlin is seeding
a narrative that Telegram is "unsafe" to justify
its transition to "Messenger Max." This is a
classic psy-op to achieve total internal control
before the 2026 spring offensive. In Ukraine,
the "Operation Midas" leaks are being used to
"reset" public expectations, effectively saying:
"The lights are out because Halushchenko
stole the money, not because we are losing."
Narrative seeding around Halushchenko.

Additionally, the network explicitly warns
against "clickbait" stories regarding Ukrainian

"laser AD" being ready by summer, identifying
it as a dangerous disinformation effort that
sets the government up for failure when the
tech does not materialize. Laser AD rumors
debunked.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* The Collapse of the "Managers" Model:
With Halushchenko arrested and others
fleeing, the Zelenskyy administration will
likely be forced into a "Grand Coalition"
government by late 2026 to maintain
legitimacy as the "five manager" model has
definitively = failed.  Political  coalition
hypothesis.

* Russian Encirclement of Huliaipole:
Given the Russian bypass of defense lines,
Huliaipole is likely to fall or be besieged
within 4-6 weeks, leading to a new
humanitarian crisis in the Zaporizhzhia
region. Huliaipole fall predicted.

* EU Army Formalization: If the US
pressure for ‘"territorial
continues at the 17-18 February talks, the
EU will likely formalize the "Steel
Porcupine" defense initiative as a separate
entity from NATO command. EU army
trajectory.

concessions"

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

e Short Term (1-4 Weeks): The US-Ukraine
meetings (Feb 17-18) will be the most
critical flashpoint. Expect massive Russian
"demonstration" strikes on the energy grid
during these talks to increase pressure for

a ceasefire. Critical February talks.
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* Medium Term (1-6 Months): The
Hungarian elections (April 12) could lead to
a massive shift in EU policy if Orban is
defeated. Conversely, if he wins, the
"Hungarian Block" (with Slovakia) will
likely veto any further UA-EU energy

subsidies. Hungarian election risk.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The
"Lebanization" of Ukraine remains the
base-case scenario for Moscow. Strategic
efforts will focus on preventing the "30-
year guarantee" Zelenskyy is seeking,
settling instead for the 15-year "Rubio
plan." Long-term guarantee battle.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The strategic environment is at its most
unstable since 2022 due to the potential for
an imposed, unstable ceasefire.

* Imposed Ceasefire Trap: Trigger:
Zelenskyy yielding to the "2-month pause"
proposal for elections. Likelihood: High
(due to US pressure). Impact: Extreme
(allows Russia to regroup and launch a
winter offensive without UA being able to
mobilize).  Mitigations: Insisting  on
immediate NATO/EU security guarantees
as a prerequisite for any pause. Ceasefire
risk.

Kyiv Energy Total Failure: Trigger: A
"double tap" strike on the Pechersk
regional substation. Likelihood: Medium.
Impact: High (mass evacuation of the
capital’s central districts). Mitigations:
Rapid deployment of the 323 EU
generators to individual heat points.
nerator loyment.

* Huliaipole Cauldron: Trigger: Russian

capture of high ground north of the town.
Likelihood: High. Impact: High (loss of a
major tactical node in the South).
Mitigations: Rapid deployment of FPV
reserve units to the Zaporizhzhia-Dnipro
border. Tactical encirclement risk.

US-EU Diplomatic Schism: Trigger:
Formalization of the US "Free Economic
Zone" Donbas buffer without EU
consultation. Likelihood: Medium. Impact:
High (fragmentation of aid streams).
Mitigations: Secret State Rubio’s "Rubio-
EU" bridge-building mission. US-EU
Domestic Unrest over Corruption:
Trigger: The escape of Halushchenko’s
"Midas" co-conspirators. Likelihood: Low
(due to Budanov’s takeover of the
President's  Office). Impact: Medium.
Mitigations: Public trials and transparent
prosecution. Anti-corruption mitigation.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The Maduro "Secret Weapon": The

broadcast fails to explain the nature of the
"secret weaponry" used by the US. Without
this, the psychological deterrent effect on

Putin is unproven. Maduro tech gap.

The "Messenger Max" Technical Basis:
There is no information on whether the
Russian military app is built on a fork of
Telegram or a Chinese base (WeChat). This
determines the level of vulnerability to

Western cyber-espionage. Russian tech
origins.
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* The 15 vs 30 Year Guarantee Logic: The
US offer of 15 years vs Ukraine’s demand
for 30 years lacks a clear actuarial or
military explanation. It is unclear what
changes at the 15-year mark. Security
guarantee disparity.

* Domestic Resistance to Budanov: While
the appointment of Budanov is presented as
a "win," the transcripts ignore potential

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Ukraine must immediately
diversify its satellite = communication
providers beyond Starlink to avoid being
vulnerable to a single-point failure (Musk's

resistance from the old political-oligarchic political whims). -comm_diversifi
elite to his "militarized" administration * Economic: The Polish "SAFE" loan should
style. Budanov appointment blind spot. be renegotiated for a grant-based

component, as the debt service beginning
in 2036 will cripple reconstruction. Loan

repayment risk.

* Diplomatic: Use the "Midas" arrest as
proof to the US Congress that Ukraine is
"cleaning house," making the 30-year
security = guarantee more  politically

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* The "Maduro Mission" as a Psy-Op: The
US capture of Maduro might be a staged
information operation to terrify the Kremlin
before the February 17 talks, intended to
make the US appear more capable of
targeted extraction than it actually is. If
true, the US bluff will be called if Russia

escalates. Maduro psy-op hypothesis.

* The Halushchenko "Escape" was an
Entrapment: Halushchenko may have

palatable. rruption iplomati
leverage.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chains: Invest in "localized energy
nodes" (modular boiler houses) in Western
Ukraine, which are less likely to be hit by

been allowed to reach the border to flush Russia's grid-splitting strategy. Energy
out his co-conspirators and "Derkach" investment opportunities.
agents in the Border Guard service - Regulatory Compliance: European

(Deyneko faction). His arrest is the
beginning of a much wider purge intended
to facilitate Budanov's total control.

Halushchenko entrapment theory.

* Black Swan: The Sino-Russian .

logistics companies must prepare for the
March 4, 2026, status change for UA
drivers, which will increase administrative

costs. Refugee status change implications.

Capital Allocation: Avoid large-scale

Decoupling: If China realizes Russia has
lost total control of its military
communications through the "Messenger
Max" shift, it may pull its energy support to
avoid being tied to a ‘"technological
carcass," leading to a sudden Russian
financial collapse in mid-2026. Sino-Russian

decoupling risk.

centralized infrastructure projects in the
Dnipro-Zaporizhzhia belt until the
Huliaipole encirclement risk is resolved.

Geographic risk allocation.
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity focuses on tightening the
"Midas" net and transitioning to a post-
temporary protection regime for refugees in
the EU.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o Article 111 (High Treason)
Amendments: Discussion of expanding
the definition of treason to include the
deliberate sabotage of foreign energy
technology aid. Energy treason law.

o Pesel-Ukr Expiration Act (Poland):
Legislation to end the special status of
Ukrainian refugees on March 4, 2026,
requiring standard residency permits.

Polish refugee law.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

o Temporary Investigative Commission
(Verkhovna Rada): Hearings on the
"Midas" case and the Derkach network’s
influence on the Ministry of Energy.
Midas hearings.

o Polish National Security Council:
Closed-door meeting on the 44-billion-
Euro SAFE loan and Russia's influence
on Sejm leadership. Polish NSC meeting.

KEY STORIES

* Arrest of Herman Halushchenko:
Former two-time minister detained by
NABU while attempting to flee to Israel;
accused of sabotaging US/Japanese energy
aid in favor of Russian interests. Full Midas

report.

* Capture of Nicolas Maduro: US secret
mission  successfully  exfiltrates the
Venezuelan leader from his palace for trial
in the US, using advanced tactical tech.
Maduro exfiltration.

e Munich "Under Destruction": US

Secretary Rubio attempts to heal US-EU
rift; Zelenskyy meets Rubio to discuss
Donbas "Free Zones" and 15-year security

guarantees. Munich Security Forum.

Russian Digital Iron Curtain: Russia
slows Telegram and forces military
personnel onto "Messenger Max," a
domestic app controlled by the FSB.
Russian digital isolation.

The Huliaipole Threat: Russian forces
bypass SSU defense lines, threatening a
cauldron in the Zaporizhzhia region and
moving toward the administrative border.

Huliaipole encirclement.

Kyiv Energy Misery: Thousands in central
Kyiv remain without heating for the fourth
week; 323 EU generators delivered to
mitigate the crisis. Kyiv heating crisis.

The "Flamingo"” Missile Program:
Production of the long-range cruise missile
resumes at a secret relocated facility after
a recent Russian strike. Flamingo missile
updates.

Polish Status Change: Poland announces
the end of "Pesel-Ukr" status for 1 million
refugees starting March 2026. Polish

refugee policy.

Olympic Committee Hypocrisy: I0C bans
Ukrainian "Helmet of Memory" while
continuing to sell Nazi-era 1936 Olympics
merchandise. IOC scandal.

FPV Drone Scaling: Ukraine announces a
20 million drone production target for
2026, pivoting to a weapon-export
economy. Drone mobilization.

The "Veronica-3" Tanker: US Navy
detains a tanker in the Indian Ocean

suspected of smuggling sanctioned Iranian/
Russian crude. Tanker blockade.
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* Russian Morale Crisis: Frontline units
report "panic" over the loss of Starlink and
the imposition of the surveillance-heavy

"Max" app. Russian military morale.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r

nnouncing-our-

media-trends-newsl r-briefin You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
rchive.or ils/tv.
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